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RAINBOW RUN RAISES FUNDS FOR TY HAFAN 



ABOVE: A Rainbow Run with more than IjOOO participants at Coney Beach, Porthcawl, who were showered in pink, orange, blue and pink powdered paint, took place to raise funds for 
the children's charity Ty Hafan. The event took place on Sunday, April 27, and local photographer Malcolm Nugent captured all the fun of the day. 

(FOR A REPORT AND MORE IMAGES, TURN TO PAGE 4). 



Y/// ^ 
Events 

THIS WEEKEND 

The Great Barn, Rosedew Farm, 
Beach Road, Llantwit Major, GF61 IPZ 

May 3, 2014 6.30-9.30pm 

Health & Beauty Event 

Admission £3 with arrival drink, 
unlimited water and herbal teas 

£7 Taster sessions include: Rdld 

Threading Indian Head 

Facials Massage 

Massage Acupuncture 

Manicures Tarot Reading 

Hair Tutorials Health Products 

Reflexology Local Gifts 

May 4, 2014 1 lam-3pm 

Wedding Fayre 

Gorgeous and unique venue 
Local suppliers 

Bespoke packages t 

Exclusive venue rates 
Free entry 

Complimentary arrival drink 


Porthcawl man 
(30) jailed for 
‘grooming’ two 
15-year-olds 


A PAEDOPHILE who had 
repeatedly breached a court 
order banning him from 
having contact with 
children under 16, has been 
jailed for 20 months at 
Cardiff Crown Court.. 

Christopher Davies, 30, was 
said to have taken a boy and a girl, 
both aged 15, to his home in Lake 
View Close, Porthcawl, where he 
“groomed them”. 

Judge Huw Davies QC said: “A 
man of 30 does not strike up 
friendships with 15-year-olds and 
invite them to his flat for an 
innocent reason. He was grooming 
them.” 

Davies pleaded guilty to two 
charges of breaching a sexual 
offences prevention order. 

It was made in January 2011 
when he was sentenced to three 
years and four months for 17 
offences - including rape, 
committing a serious sexual 
offence, indecent assault and 


byAJSICLUNA 


committing acts of gross indecency 
involving boys and girls. 

Prosecutor David P in ned said 
the order banned him from having 
custody, care or contact with any 
child under 16 unless supervised 
by social services. 

In the current case, said Mr 
Pinnell, the boy’s mother was told 
he had met a “new friend” in 
Porthcawl public library. 

She was unaware of Davies’ 
background. 

Sometime after, continued Mr 
Pinnell, the boy ran away from 
home. 

The police made enquiries and 
interviewed the boy, who 
confirmed that he had been to 
Davies’ flat with a girl on six 
occasions, when they had played 
computer games and sometimes 
had shared a cannabis joint. 

The boy, said Mr Pinnell, was 
always accompanied by the girl, 
and never alone. 


Davies denied to the police 
supplying them with cannabis and 
claimed the children had brought 
the drug along themselves. 

He also said there was no 
ulterior motive in associating with 
them. 

At this point, the Judge said: 
“The use of cannabis was a sinister 
element, and he was in the early 
stages of a grooming process.” 

Davies’ solicitor, Rhodri 
Chudleigh, said: “He 

acknowledges it has to be 
immediate custody.” 

The Judge said that Davies had 
struck up friendships in “stark 
contravention” of the sexual 
offences prevention order. 

And, he said, what occurred 
horrified the parents of the 
children. 

Said the Judge: “You are in 
denial still of the circumstances of 
the offences.” 

He was disqualified from 
working with c hil dren for life, and 
the original order is to last 
indefinitely. 


WWW. shampan. org. uk 
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Welcome to 


ampan 


Award Winning Bangiadeshi 
& Indian Cuisine 




4 Course 
Meal only 
£8.50 per 
person 

Available every week - Mon, Tues, Weds & Thurs 
5.30-7.00pm. Offer includes FREE glass of house 
wine/soft drink, dine in only. 


NEW Sunday Banquet 

Choice: starter, 
mains plus 4 other 
items ONLY £8.50. 

Children (up to 10) 

Our MEAL DEAL ^ * 

SPECIALS are 

too good to miss! t ' 


We recommend you book in advance 
for dining in and outside catering 

70 Eastgate, Cowbridge 
0I446 771682/774590 

NOW OPEN: Monday - Saturday 12 noon-2.30pm; 
Sunday Banquet 12 noon - I I pm 

Open 7 days a week 5.30-1 2.00pm 
including Bank Holidays 
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Porthcawl folk out to have fun 

...but also to support worthp cause 


IMAGINE the shock of being told you 
have a life-threatening condition: your 
world turns upside down as you start to 
try and cope with the implications for 
you and your family. 

You need information: what is the treatment? 
How will it affect me? How do I cope? How will 
it affect my job, my future? How do I take 
holidays? Is there a cure? What’s the best 
treatment? 

The questions tumble through the brain as you 
scan the internet for answers. 

If you are lucky, you find a local support group 
who can help answer all of your questions, share 
your fears and anxiety - and return a sense of fun 
and confidence back into your life. 

Sunday was the day for such support groups to 
put the fun into fundraising and bring together 
families, friends and supporters in activity to 
collect the much-needed cash for research and 
support. 

Porthcawl was full of people having fun, 
spending time with friends and family and raising 
money for great causes. 

The morning dark sky did not bode well for the 
Porthcawl Kidney group’s annual Walk for Life 
round trip walk between the Hi-Tide Inn and Rest 
Bay. 

The group has raised thousands of pounds for 
kidney research and provided equipment for the 
kidney dialysis unit at Morriston hospital. 

Most recently, it provided iPads for patients 
undergoing dialysis treatment. The hours of 
boredom and frustration of dialysis treatment being 
alleviated by the opportunity to play games, search 
the web and email friends and family. 

If you are interested in joining the Porthcawl 
Kidney support group, ring 02920343940. 

Kidney disease affects 10,000 people in Wales 
every year. Dialysis can be used to support a 
patient while waiting for a kidney transplant. A 


Get inspired, 
get immersed, 

get involved 
this spring! 


THESE challenging 
words were used 
recently by 

AgeCymru to 
encourage those 
aged over 50 to 
explore their 

creative side as part 
of their annual 
Gwanwyn festival. 

This month-long 
festival, now in its eighth 
yea 4 - celebrates renewal, 
growth and creativity in 
older age (‘Gwanwyn’ 
means springtime in 
Welsh). 

A selection of events 
was listed that take place 
throughout May. 

While some of the 
activities take place in 
north Wales, it appears 
Parkour Dance are 
leading the discovery of 
Cardiff Bay as an urban 
playground with dance 
sessions at the Wales 
Millennium Centre and 
the Sherman theatre. 

Porthcawl U3A offers 
by contrast ‘renewal, 
growth and creativity’ 
throughout the year using 
its network of interest 
groups that meet weekly 
throughout our town of 
Porthcawl. 

While this festival is 
admirably arranged once 
a year in the spring, 
Porthcawl U3 A offers the 
public activities 


throughout the year 
through its many interest 
groups. 

While U3A also used 
to specifically encourage 
50-plus age group, the 
organisation has now 
been pleased to widen its 
appeal by encouraging 
anyone no longer in full 
time employment to 
share common interests 
as long as they have a 
desire to learn for its own 
sake. 

There is no age barrier 
and no qualifications are 
required. 

Excellent monthly 
talks are held at the Hi 
Tide and groups range 
from photography and art 
to philosophy and food in 
Britain. We feature a 
flourishing gardening 
group and have arranged 
visits to Malvern and 
Cardiff Flower Shows. 

We attend concerts in 
Cardiff and visit stately 
homes, the last visit 
being Llanelli House, 
successful subject of the 
BBC Renovation 

programme. 

Membership is still 
open, so anyone wishing 
further information 
should call 01656 
783663, or visit our 
challenging web site 
porthcawlu3a@ webplus. 
net. 

CLIVE MORT 


WESTMINSTER 

NOTEBOOK 

Bridgend MP 
MADELEINE MOON 
is writing an 
exclusive report 
from Westminster 
for The GEM. 



transplant can cost £20,000 to carry out and £5,000 
a year in medication to sustain but dialysis will 
cost £175,000 over five years. 

The big difference is the quality of life of the 
person with the transplant against that of the 
person on dialysis. 

In Westminster, I support the local volunteers as 
co-chair of the All-Party Kidney group. Research 
and medical experts advise the group of new 
developments, problems and areas where the 
support of parliamentarians is needed. 

Patients and family attend the group to give 
input on the personal impact of treatment and 
services. We also meet with ministers to push for 
the changes needed. 

While the Kidney group walked the prom down 
on Coney beach, there was a very colourful fun run 
in support of Ty Hafan. Over 1,300 people, some 
dressed in bizarre costumes, undertook the 5K 
rainbow run along the beach. 

As they reached the end of each section of the 
run, participants were covered in powder paint. 
Bridge FM played out over the beach, as rainbow 
coloured participants ended their runs and made 
their way to the cleaning station, many posed for 
photographs with friends and family. 

The atmosphere was great and no one noticed 
the heavy clouds overhead. 

I was happy to join the Kidney walk, but must 
admit I watched the paint-splattered runners on the 
beach from the side lines! 

My final event of the day was the south west 
Wales branch of the Motor Neurone Disease 


Association. To reach the meeting, I had to head 
west to Port Talbot to the 12 Knights, to join a fun 
quiz. I have recently agreed to become a Patron of 
the MND south and west Wales branch and will 
this year take the Chair of MND All-Party group in 
the Commons. 

The branch offers support to those who have 
Motor Neurone Disease, their friends and families. 

I was most impressed by the number of people 
at the quiz who were there to support someone 
with this most cruel disease. 

I moved between the tables as groups completed 
the quiz and even helped two groups identify 
Carwyn Jones AM in the ‘identify the Jones in the 
pictures’ part of the quiz. 

If you would like more information on MND 
and the local branch, go to 
http://www.mndassociation.org/getting- 
support/local-support/branches/Wales/south-west- 
wales-branch-300412. 

Also at the meeting was Justin Hostettler 
Davies, from Broadlands, who last year walked the 
Welsh coastal footpath raising £14,000 for MND. 

This year, he plans to cycle from Lands End to 
John O’Groats for the same cause. In a moment of 
madness I agreed to join Justin for a small (and I 
do emphasise small) part of the ride as it goes 
through Monmouthshire. 

Every time I see Justin, I remind myself of that 
promise and remember how little time I have spent 
on my bike training for this commitment. 

This was just one Sunday. Yet it was a day 
where many people were t^ing time to support 
those having to cope with drastic devastating 
changes to their lives. 

It makes me proud to see how willing people are 
to give of their time, effort and money to support 
good causes. Well done everyone. 

I have to end by apologising to all of the Scouts 
who attended the St George’s Day church service 
in Hope Chapel, Bridgend on Sunday. I am sorry I 
was not able to attend the service and meet and 
talk to cubs, scouts and leaders. 

This is an event I enjoy but sadly too many 
events in one day made it impossible. 


Local eco organisation 
backs ‘Swansea lagoon’ 


THE director of one 
of Wales’ leading 
environmental 
organisations, 
Sustainable Wales, 
is backing the 
proposed Swansea 
Bay Tidal Lagoon. 

Margaret Minhinnick, 
director of Sustainable 
Wales says that the 
project will have a key 
role to play in generating 
the promised 15 per cent 
of energy from 
renewable sources by 
2020 . 


Porthcawl, Sustainable 
Wales has been aware of 
the potential of tidal 
energy from the Bristol 
Channel for many years. 

“We believe this 

project is a realistic one, 
both in terms of cost and 
the amount of energy it 
will produce. 

“We also saw at first 
hand the recent 

extraordinary storms in 
the Bristol Channel. 

“The forecast from the 
IPCC (International 
Panel on Climate 

Change) is that the 
regularity and violence 


of such storms will 
increase with climate 
change. Renewable 
energy HAS to be part of 
the answer to this. 

“Swansea Bay Tidal 
Lagoon will produce 9 
per cent of Wales’ 
domestic energy needs 


STAFF at the Co¬ 
operative Food 
store in Pyle are 
celebrating coming 
top of the charts in 
raising funds for the 
Carers’ Trust. 

Stores were tasked 
with raising money for 
the Trust after it was 
selected as the Co-Op’s 
Charity of the Year for 
2013. 

The team managed to 
bank £8,878 by 
organising a range of 
events and collections 
and when all the cash 
was counted, the store 
was revealed to be the 
highest earner in the area. 

The money will allow 
Carers ‘ Trust to provide 
desperately needed 
breaks, information, 
advice, support and 
services for the nation’s 


and will provide carbon 
savings in excess of 
236,000 tonnes per year, 
contributing to the 
commitments made by 
the UK to reduce 
emissions at the 
international level.” 


hidden army of young 
adult carers. 

Gary Chappell, 
operations manager for 
Co-operative Food, said: 
“The teams in my area 
have done a fantastic job 
putting the fun into 
fundraising. 

“I would like to 
congratulate them all. 
However, special thanks 
goes to the team at Pyle, 
who have shown 
commitment and 

dedication to come out 
on top in our local charts. 

“None of this would 
have been possible 
without the continued 
support of our customers. 

“So we must extend 
our appreciation to them, 
and assure them that their 
donations will make a 
tangible difference to the 
lives of young carers.” 


She said: “Based in 


Open or closed? 







ir 


HOAD CLOSED 
ahead ACCEPT, 
f'OH ACCESS i 




I HAVE just spotted this sign near the 
road works behind the Town Hall, 
Cowbridge - presumably you have to 
agree to the closure before gaining 
access! 

(GEM reader Jeremy Atkinson) 


Store staff’s 
£8,878 for 
Carers’ Trust 


A window on 
Dylan Thomas 


ON Friday, May 16, 
there will be a Wales 
and world premiere 
of two new Dylan 
Thomas-related 
publications, 
published by 

Happenstance, at 
8pm, The Stage 
Door, Grand 

Pavilion, Porthcawl. 

Helena Nelson will be 
reading extracts from 
Ruthven Todd’s The 
Ghost of Dylan Thomas 
and Robert Minhinnick 
will read his own The 
Mythic Death of Dylan 
Thomas. 

Extracts of Ruthven 
Todd’s work are being 
published for the first 
time. Helena Nelson 
said: “Ruthven Todd 
gives a marvellously wry 
account of his friendship 
with Dylan Thomas and 
how it haunted him. 

“It’s a window into 
another world: long gone 
but as vivid as ever.” 

Robert Minhinnick 
has performed The 
Mythic Death... in the 
USA and Scotland, but 
this is the first time it will 
be heard in Wales. 

He said: “These 


publications are a 
refreshing look at Dylan 
Thomas, avoiding the 
cliches that threaten to 
suffocate the writer. My 
own pamphlet is satirical, 
concerning the 

phenomenon of literary 
fame. It’s a necessary 
slice of lemon in the 
bland cocktail of the 
Dylan Centenary”.” 

Between the two 
Dylan Thomas essays, 
local writer Kristian 
Evans will read some of 
his own poems. The 
event is supported by 
‘Literature Wales’. 

Preceding this, on 
Thursday, May 15 at 
8 pm, Helena Nelson, 
Happenstance editor 
reads her own poetry at 
the Green Room, 
Sustainable Wales, 5 
James Street, Porthcawl 
CF36 3BG (Tel. 01656 
783962). 

This will be followed 
by an open mic. 

Entry to these events 
is £3 each. This secures a 
free copy of The Mythic 
Death of Dylan Thomas 
signed by Robert 
Minhinnick at the end of 
the May 16 performance. 


NEW PRESIDENT 
FOR BRIDGEND 
SOROPTIMISTS 



ABOVE; Barbara Parish and new 
president Cathie Rowe. 
RECENTLY, during the Bridgend 
Soroptimist Club AGM at The Heronston 
Hotel, Cathie Rowe was inducted as club 
president by past president Barbara 
Parish. 

Members enjoyed a very pleasant supper. 
Bridgend Soroptimists meet at 7.15pm on second 
and fourth Wednesdays of each month at the 
Heronston and welcome new members. More 
information can be found on the SIGBI website. 

EB 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MAY 8 ) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should he remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

01 Thur 

08.34 

9.7 

20.49 

9.7 

02 Fri 

09.12 

9.6 

21.24 

9.4 

03 Sat 

09.49 

9.2 

21.59 

9.1 

04 Sun 

10.22 

8.8 

22.37 

8.7 

05 Mon 

10.59 

8.3 

23.16 

8.2 

06 Tues 

11.43 

7.8 



07 Wed 

00.05 

7.6 

12.44 

7.4 

08 Thur 

01.11 

7.4 

13.57 

7.3 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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CARDIFF CROWN COURT 
ROUND-UP by AJ SICLUNA 


Man’s ‘total 
disregard 
for the law’ 


A 25-YEAR-OLD Kenfig Hill 
man has appeared at Cardiff 
Crown Court to face a spate of 
offences including violence 
and drink driving, where he 
was said by Judge Phillip 
Richards to have “a total 
disregard for the law”. 

Richard Fletcher of Woodlands 
Park admitted charges of wounding 
and causing actual bodily harm. 

There was also a deferred sentence 
for drink driving and he had been 
committed to sentence for assault and 
breach of a suspended sentence of nine 
months for dangerous driving and 
causing actual bodily harm. 

Prosecutor Stuart McLeese said that 
at a taxi rank in Swansea there was a 
dispute and Fletcher punched Nicola 
Stanton to the side of the face. 

He then punched Christopher 
Barnes and stamped on and kicked his 
head five times. 

He continued to be aggressive and 
told Mr Barnes “Fll ******** have 
you.” Later he said: “I smashed him. 
I’m a boxer.” 

Mr Barnes had cuts that required 31 
stitches and a broken tooth crown 
which cost £1,000 to replace. Miss 
Stanton had cuts and abrasions. 

Last August, Fletcher was stopped 


by the police at junction 37 of the M4. 
He said: “Yes, I’ve had a few. I just 
want to go home. Do we have to do 
this?” 

He was found to be over the drink 
drive limit and became aggressive and 
abusive. 

In October, when drunk, he accused 
people of talking about him and 
punched Rebecca Owen to the side of 
the face. 

On another occasion, he abused a 
pedestrian in Pyle and drove into the 
man’s left side. 

Solicitor Rhodri Chudleigh said: 
“He accepts he is in a serious position. 
At the age of 15, he suffered a brain 
injury in a car accident and since then, 
alcohol and heroin have caused 
problems. 

For the drink driving offence, he 
was jailed for three months, 
suspended for two years, and 
disqualified from driving for three 
years. 

For the remainder of the offences, 
sentence was adjourned until May 30 
and he was released on bail with a 7pm 
to 7am electronically tagged curfew. 

He was also ordered to report to 
Bridgend Police Station three times a 
week and pay a victim surcharge of 
£80. 


Man had cocaine 
in Bridgend bar 


AFTER being 
offered cocaine in a 
Bridgend bar, a 
young woman 
alerted security 
staff and police 
carried out an 
investigation, 
Cardiff Crown 
Court heard. 


imprisonment, old woman was in a bar 
suspended for two years, in Bridgend when she 
and ordered to pay £200 saw Russell, who she 
costs and to carry out 150 knew, and tried to keep 
hours unpaid work. her distance from him. 

He was also ordered to »He offered her drugs, 
observe a two-month ghe immediately 

electronically tagged contactedthedoorstaff.” 
curfew from 7pm to 7am. 

Judge Tom Crowther ,, ^ , 

QC told Russell, who ‘>nd he was arrested, 
was said to be building On his mobile phone 
Gareth Russell (30) up a business as a )^ere text messages 

was searched and after chimney sweep: “You indicating he had agreed 

cocaine was found on have family obligations, ^ cocaine for £40. 
him, he said: “It’s my and you are making a life Russell later disputed 

personal, I bought it from for yourself, this and denied making a 

a fellow on the bus.” Nevertheless, these are profit. 

Russell of Pyle Inn serious matters. The use His barrister, Stephen 

Way, Pyle, admitted of cocaine can have Jeary said: “He lives with 

possessing cocaine and serious consequences.” his partner in a 

supplying the drug. Prosecutor Ian mortgaged property and 

He was sentenced to Kolville, said that on loss of liberty would 
nine months December 7, a 23-year- cause serious difficulties. 

He is at a low risk of 
reoffending.” 


‘Make sure to 
shut out the 
burglars’ warning 

POLICE in opened unless you are in 

Bridgend are view of it. As a matter of 

reminding practice, if you close " 

householders not to 
leave doors and 
windows open - to 
reduce the chances 
of becoming a 
victim of burglary. 


door or window always 
lock it. All too often a 
home is entered through 
an unlocked window or 
door.” 

Police are keen to 
speak with anyone who 
The warning follows a suspicious activity in 
spate of car and shed Cefn Glas or 

burglaries in the Cefn 5 areas of 

Glas and Brynttrion ^ ^ / 

areas, with thieves , 

targeting insecure cars cofdence. Alternatively, 
and premises overnight. anonymous 

Inspector Richard Crimestoppers line free 
Weber outlines a few on 0800 500 111 or email 
security tips: “Never www.crimestoppers- 
leave a door or window uk.org/give-information. 



Rotarians sample the good life! 


RECENTLY, several members and partners from When we had sampled and shared a variety of spirits, we were 
Bridgend Rotary Club visited the Penderyn chauffeured to the Ty Newydd Country Hotel. 

Distillery, which is just north of Hirwaun on the After further liquid refreshments we enjoyed an excellent three 
A4059. course lunch and returned home to enjoy a late afternoon / early 

After a very interesting and serious introduction to the distilling evening snooze, 
of a variety of spirits, we were let loose into the bar and tasting An excellent way to spend a Saturday - well organised by 
area. The atmosphere immediately changed and mature members Rotarians Sue Cassidy and Alan Reeks. 

suddenly appeared to be like children let loose in a sweet shop. ROY HODGKINSON 


New Year’s Day auction raises 
funds for charities at local pub 



INAUGURAL MAYOR LOOKS 
BACK IN HER NEW BOOK 


COUN Megan 
Butcher has 
published a new 
pictorial book 
which takes a trip 
down memory lane 
to recall her 
record-breaking 
year as the first 
ever Mayor of 
Bridgend county 
borough. 

During a busy 
1996/97, Coun Butcher 
helped to raise almost 
£60,000 for her 


Exhibitions 
will look at 
wartime Garw 

THE Garw Heritage Society is holding a 
series of exhibitions at the following 
venues: 

Betws Life Centre, untilMay 3; Bryngarw 
Country House, May 24 - 26; 

Braichycymer Inn, June 12 - 14; 
Pontycymer Leisure Centre, July 9 - 11; 
Llangeinor RP Centre, September 24 - 26; 
Blaengarw Hall, October 15-17. 

Opening times will normally be from 1030am. 
The exhibitions will attempt to show what life 
was like in this area for the families who stayed and 
the men who left to fight - using photographs, 
stories, artefacts and personal letters of the time. 

For more information, go to 
www.garwheritage.co.uk. 


designated charities, 
thanks to a series of 
fundraising escapades 
that included a 
sponsored sleepover at 
HMP Parc in Bridgend 
in April 1997, before it 
officially opened. 

Coun Butcher, now 
an independent member 
for Cornelly, also raised 
£19,400 for the Nathan 
Stephens Appeal. 

Her book, entitled 
‘Mayor-Modes’, is 
packed full of photos 
from her year in office 
and was put together 
with help from Mary 
Emanuel and her 
daughter Sarah. 

Explaining why she 
wanted to put into print 
the events that took 
place during her time as 
Mayor, Coun Butcher 
said: “I wanted to 
document those people 
from all walks of life 
who engaged with me 
while I undertook my 
role as Mayor. 

“I was privileged to 
meet hundreds of 
people from in and 
around the county 
borough and also some 
visitors from overseas, 
and I wanted to thank 
them all for their 
support. 

“I also wished to 
publicly acknowledge 
the hard work and 
dedication shown by 



family, friends and staff 
from Bridgend County 
Borough Council, who 
all went that extra mile 
to support me with the 
many fundraising events 
that took place. 

“As any Mayor will 
know, during your year 
of office you gather a 
tremendous amount of 
material and afterwards 
you are not quite sure 
what to do with it. That 
gave me another reason 
for producing this book. 
I hope people find it to 
be an interesting read.” 

‘Mayor-Mories’ costs 
£10 and is available 
from Coun Butcher by 
calling 01656 740451. 
Proceeds will go to 
cover publishing costs 
and her charity, 
‘Touched by Cancer’. 


Coun Megan Butcher 
with her new book 
Mayor-Mories’, which 
recounts her busy year 
as the first Mayor of 
Bridgend county 
borough in 1996/97. 


Representatives from 
the various charities 
receiving their cheques 
from Julie and Gareth 
Maund at the Prince of 
Wales. 

EVERY year at the 
Prince of Wales, 

Ton Kenfig, a 
presentation is 
made of cheques to 
local charities. The 
funds for these 
cheques are raised 
from pre-Christmas 
raffles and a big 
auction on New 
Year’s Day. 

The New Year’s Day 
auction started off as a 
bit of fun over 45 years 
ago when the first event 
raised £50. 

Subsequently, the 
amounts raised each year 
have grown and grown. 

Auctioneer Graham 
Jones took control of the 
auction for many of the 
45 years and has been 
ably assisted for the last 
two of these by Michael 
Sims. 

This year, just over 
£8,000 was raised, with 
the majority coming 
from the auction. 
Cheques were presented 
by Julie and Gareth 
Maund, mine hosts at 
the Prince of Wales, to 
Pat Griffiths on behalf of 
LATCH, Frank Childs, 
MENCAP, Michael 
Childs for the Pink Bay 
& Sker Life Guards 
Club, Sheena Sargeant, 
Motor-neuron, and Sister 
Gwyneth Poacher, MBE, 
SRN, for the Sandville 
Self Help Centre. 


^ Police appeal ^ 

after burglary 

POLICE in Bridgend are appealing for 
information in connection to a burglary 
in Llys Gwyn, Bridgend.. 

The burglary took place around 11pm on 
Eriday, April 25, when three males forced their 
way into a property and demanded money - as 
well as stealing a laptop and mobile phone. 

Police are appealing for witnesses, or anyone 
with any information in connection to this 
burglary, to contact them on 101 or call 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or 
email them at www.crimestoppers-uk.org/give- 
\f^ormation. __y 

































4 - THE GEM_Br_ www,facebook.com/slainorsansem www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, May 1st, 2014 


RAINBOW RUN IS A RIOT OF COLOUR 

(AND NO LITTLE STYLE!) ON CONEY BEACH 


A SEA of colour filled Coney Beach in 
Porthcawl for Ty Hafan’s first 5K 
Rainbow Run on Sunday, April 27. 

More than 1,000 participants were showered in 
pink, yellow, orange and blue powdered paint for the 
run - the first event of its kind in Wales. 

The Rainbow Run, which is based on the Indian 
Holi festival of colour, is expected to raise more than 
£50,000 for Ty Hafan, the family hospice for young 
lives. 

Angelo Pucella, from Bridgend, who took part 
with his son Luca and his wife Beth said: “It has 
been such a fantastic day. Luca was so excited and 
he absolutely loved it. It was great to see so many 
people taking part to raise funds for Ty Hafan.” 

Luca, seven, is the only person in Wales to suffer 
from ROHHAD (Rapid-onset Obesity with 
Hypothalamic dysfunction. Hypoventilation and 
Autonomic Dysregulation) syndrome and was 
referred to Ty Hafan in 2010. 

“Ty Hafan has been fantastic and we’re so 
grateful for their support. I’ll be taking part in Ty 
Hafan’s Three Peaks Challenge next. We try and do 
everything we can as a family to show our 
appreciation and give something back to Ty Hafan,” 
said Angelo. 

Mair Jeffreys, event organiser at Ty Hafan, said: 
“The Rainbow Run is about celebration, having fun 
with friends and raising a smile for Ty Hafan. It was 
wonderful to see so many Ty Hafan families, staff 
and supporters taking part today. Due to the success 
of the event, we are already planning our next 
Rainbow Run in west Wales. 

“We are incredibly grateful to everyone who took 
part, not forgetting our amazing volunteers and 
sponsors who have made the day possible.” 
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Quiz supports brothers’ charity challenge 

REPORT AND PHOTOGRAPHS BY 

KEITH E MORGAN 


A POPULAR Porthcawl quiz 
lent its support to a pair of 
local brothers, Jack and 
Jordan Jones, who are tackling 
the Snowdon Challenge on a 
day trek in north Wales to raise 
money for Cancer Research 
UK. 

The challenge is in memory of 
Christopher Walmsley, their 
grandfather, who lost his battle with 
cancer last summer. 

Christopher Walmsley, ‘Bumpy’ to 
his grandchildren, was a well-known 
and respected Porthcawl builder. 

Every month throughout the year, a 
quiz is held at Beale’s Fish and Chip 
Restaurant, in Porthcawl, to raise 


funds - on this occasion for Cancer 
Research UK. The theme of this 
month’s quiz was Easter, with all the 
ladies turning out in their colourful 
bonnets. 

As for each monthly quiz, the quiz 
mistress was Vicki Lane. Not only 
does she provide all the questions, but 
she maintains order during the 
proceedings and makes sure that all 
competitors stick firmly to the rules! 

Arthur Beale thanked Vicki for her 
continuous unstinting service, 
thanked all those who had given raffle 
prizes, and those who had come 
along to support Cancer Research 
UK. 

He was pleased to announce that 
the quiz and raffle had raised a total 
of £566for Cancer Research UK. 
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ABOVE: 

Mr Christopher 
Walmsley. 


BELOW: 
What the evening 
was all about. ^The 
Snowdon 

Challenge’ by Jack 
and Jordan, who 
are to make the 
one-day trek. 


ABOVE: All smiles as everyone shows off their Easter bonnets. 


Owen Teale, local TV and film actor and 
star of Dylan Thomas’ Under Milk Wood, 
which is currently touring throughout 
Wales and England, before taking Dylan’s 
Gospel to the States and Australia, has 
time off with his family to enjoy a 
meal of Beale’s fish and chips. 





Little Maids sitting in a row and sporting their Easter Bonnets! 


Regional AWs praise for 
young Llanharan farmer 


LOCAL farmer, 
Andrew RT Davies 
AM, has offered his 
congratulations 
after Llanharan 
resident, David 
Bugler, was 
recognized by the 
FUWfor his 
promise as a young 
farmer. 

The Pencoed College 
student is about to start 


a diploma in agriculture 
which will involve 
learning about the 
industry in college, as 
well as gaining hands-on 
experience at local 
farms. 

David won the 
Farmers ’ Union of 
Wales’ Glamorganshire 
county branch Walter 
Rowlands Memorial 
Award. The award, in 
memory ofFUW county 
secretary Walter G 


Rowlands, who died in 
service in 1986, is made 
to an agricultural 
student in the county by 
the union’s 

Glamorganshire county 
executive committee. 

Andrew said: “As a 
farmer myself with a 
stake in the family 
business, I am always 
thrilled to see the 
enthusiasm of the 
younger generation 
coming through. 


Appeal for ‘Responders’ 
in the Bridgend area 



THE Welsh Ambulance 
Service is appealing to the 
people in the Bridgend area to 
make a difference to family, 
friends or neighbours in 
distress by becoming a 
Community First Responder. 

The trust is especially keen to 
recruit in Maesteg, Porthcawl, Pyle 
and Kenfig Hill. 

First responders are volunteers who 
give up their spare time to attend 
appropriate 999 calls and give first¬ 
hand emergency care to people in their 
own community. 

All volunteers will be trained by the 
Welsh Ambulance Service to 


administer basic first aid, oxygen 
therapy, cardiopulmonary resuscitation 
and the use of a defibrillator. 

First responders do not replace the 
normal response of a paramedic in a 
rapid response car or an emergency 
ambulance, but if on scene will support 
the patient until the paramedic arrives. 

Training for the latest batch of 
Community First Responders in this 
area begins in May. 

Stephen Roberts, regional first 
responder officer, said: “Every second 
counts when you are trying to save 
someone’s life, and Community First 
Responder schemes are hugely 
beneficial in helping the ambulance 
service provide the best possible pre¬ 
hospital care for patients.” 


“This award supports 
young farmers and I 
wish David every 
success in his future 
career. Both he and his 
family must be rightly 
proud of his 
achievements.” 

David, who lives with 
his parents Michael and 
Margaret, at Merios 
Farm, Llanharan, said: 
“Farming has been 
always been my passion 
and I have learnt a lot 
about the logistics of 
running a farm from my 
father and grandfather. 

“I particularly enjoy 
working with the 
livestock on our farm, 
which consists of beef 
cattle and breeding ewes 
and I look forward to 
going to the livestock 
markets to keep up-to- 
date with the weekly 
price of livestock. 

“In the future I would 
like to take over the 
family farm with the 
intention of continuing 
to run it for future 
generations. I feel that 
my course will teach me 
how to run the farm to 
its full potential and the 
award will assist me to 
buy reading material for 
the course.” 


PACT meetings 


SARN / 

BRYNCOCH 
PACT on Tuesday, 
May 6, at Sarn Life 
Centre at 7pm. 

LL ANGEINOR 
PACT on Wednesday, 
May 7, at The Richard 
Price Centre at 5.30pm. 

BRYNCETHIN PACT 
on Wednesday, May 7, at 
Nazareth Chapel at 6pm. 

ABERKENFIG / 
PENYFAI PACT on 
Monday, May 12, at 
Aberkenfig Social Club 
at 7pm. 

BLACKMILL PACT 
on Wednesday, May 14, 
at the TRA House, Pentre 
Belli Terrace, Lewistown 
at 6pm. 

YNYSAWDRE PACT 


on Wednesday, May 14, 
at Tondu Community 
Hall at 6pm. 

NANTYMOEL / 
OGMORE VALE PACT 
on Wednesday, May 14, 
at Horeb Chapel, 
Nantymoel at 7pm. 

BETTWS PACT on 
Thursday, May 15, at 
Bettws Life Centre at 
2pm. 

CAERAU PACT on 
Monda, May 19, 
Noddfa Chapel at 6pm. 

LLANGYNWYD 
PACT on Tuesday, May 
27, at Llangynwyd 
Village Hall at 6pm. 

PYLE / CEFN 
CRIBWR PACT on 
Thursday, May 29 at Pyle 
Life Centre, 6.30pm. 


at 


I We want your pre4oved top quality- 

Watches & 

UNWANTED JEWELLERY. 

Best prices paid, call in for 
a free valuation. 

Visit us at 

40 High Street, Cowbridge, 
CF71 TAG 
or call 01446 776489 


IRC 













































6 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slamorsansem www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday, May 1st, 2014 


CHOIR TAKES WELSH CULTURE ON TOUR! 



Scott Williams, 
organist. 


Stephanie 

Bailey 


A SMALL part of Bridgend 
county borough’s music and 
culture was shared in the 
‘garden of England’ at the 
weekend, when Bridgend Male 
Choir made its way to the Kent 
seaside town of Hythe, to 
perform at St Leonard’s 
Church. 


at Canterbury and Folkestone, this was 
the choristers’ third visit to the county. 


were from the Bridgend Male Choir. 
Scott Williams entertained on organ 
and vocal contributions came from 
Gwyn Williams, Gareth Reese and its 
ladies, Rhiannon and Stephanie 
Compere Gareth Davies was his usual 
ebullient self. 

Such visits are invariably followed 
by post-concert singing at a local hotel 
or hostelry and this afterglow was one 
. r. j • • of the very best. Many of the 

Having performed m previous years congregation and the Kent-based 
family of visiting choristers Bill and 
Wayne Hodge joined the enjoyment 


A full church with a knowledgeable 


250 congregation welcomed the 
tourists and showed great appreciation. 
I say “knowledgeable”, as this church 
stages concerts both vocal and 
orchestral each weekend throughout its 
season of music. 

The choir, led by musical director, 
Rhiannon Williams-Hale, and 
supported by accompanists, Stephanie 
Bailey and Scott Williams, went 
through a varied and well chosen 
programme. 

The control, particularly with the 
quiet singing, was special and drew a 
standing ovation and much post¬ 
concert praise. 

All participants during the evening 


DAVID BURT 


Tommys t-shirt in line for award 


AN anti-racism t-shirt 
designed by a Bridgend 
schoolboy is in the running for 
a national award. 

Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Owgr year-3 
pupil Tommy Home is attending a 
ceremony at the Marriott Hotel in 
Cardiff today (Thursday) to see if his 
‘Different Skin - Same Within’ design 
will be a prize winner in a competition 
organised by anti-racism charity 
‘Show Racism the Red Card’. 

Tommy’s t-shirt will be competing 
against others created by youngsters 
from schools across Wales in the 


CUPPA WITH A COPPER 


THE cafe at Asda in Bridgend 
was the latest location for South 
Wales Police^s ^cuppa with a 
copper’ scheme so people can 
meet the neighbourhood police 


“We are aiming to engage with the 
community of Bridgend in many 
different ways. This initiative with 
Asda provides us with a great way to 
work in partnership, to listen to 
residents’ views in a relaxed 


team for an informal chat about atmosphere over a cup of tea or coffee, 
issues, including crime “The Cuppa with a Copper event at 
prevention. the Bridgend Asda store will be 

Ojficers were at the Bridgend Asda repeated every four weeks with the next 
store on April 24, reported peso Dave event due on Thursday May 22, 
Lewis from the neighbourhood team. between 5pm and 6.30pm.” 


creative arts competition. 

Wishing Tommy luck, Coun David 
Sage, BCBC cabinet member for 
equalities, said; “Show Racism the Red 
Card is a fantastic initiative which 
encourages us all to tackle racism and 
promote diversity. 

“Their t-shirt competition was a 
really fun way of engaging with young 
people to make them think about the 
issues surrounding racism in society. 
Tommy’s design contains the 
wonderful slogan ‘Different Skin - 
Same Within’, which is a message that 
we should all be inspired by and I wish 
him the best of luck for the 
competition.” 

Jessica Gasson, from Show Racism 
the Red Card Wales, said: “The team at 
Show Racism the Red Card Wales 
have been astounded by the quality and 
creativity of entries received for our 
2014 Anti-Racism Competition. 

“The competition is, and continues 
to be, a vital tool used by our 
organisation to engage young people 
from all over Wales in thinking about 
ways that we can all help to tackle 
racism and create a fairer, more 
harmonious society for all.” 



Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Ogwr pupil Tommy 
Horne with his anti-racism t-shirt design. 



give your kitchen a 
magical transformation 

...with replacement 

kitchen doors 
^ & worktops... 

) 



The quartz overlay which goes over your existing 
worktops. More durable and less porous tiinn 
granftc arxi up to 40^ i choupor! 


quartzize 



OUR MAGICAL FITTING SERVICE IS NOW FREE 


■ KITCHEN eENIE 

TRANSFORM YOUR KITCHEN AT A FPJ^CTION OF THE COST 

www.thekitchengenie.co.uk 
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Bowling club’s £l.lm Lottery win! 


‘We won’t believe 
it ’til the money 
is in the bank’ 




25% off BW L a ^ B O 

Plus a free upgrade from manual to power recliner motions* 

^upgrade applies to Vegas and Avenger models 

Surround yourself in complete comfort with La-Z-Boy UK’s Georgia. 
With its unique styling and luxurious pillow-top cushioning, the 
Georgia opens the door to new levels of relaxation. 


SAVE on Brands 
SAVE on Beds, Sofas and Dining 
SAVE on Carpets and Rugs 

Extra 10% off every sideboard 
when you purchase a dining set 

Extra 10% off 
carpet when 
you purchase 
furniture 


community arts bus will 
be showing First World 
War films and audio in a 
‘pop-up cinema’, while 
families will also be 
invited to take a walk 
through the park’s 
woodland for a soldier 
survival skills 
demonstration. 

In a further tribute to 
the war’s centenary, 
children will enjoy 
having the chance to 
make puppets in a 
workshop inspired by 
the ‘War Horse’ stage 
show. 

The event has been 
organised by BCBC’s 
rural development 
programme ‘reach’, in 
partnership with the 
Heritage Lottery Fund 
and the Digital Bridgend 
Project. 

The day will also 
feature guest speakers 
discussing topics such as 
the role of women 
during the First World 
War, Heritage Lottery 
Funding and BCBC’s 
Digital Bridgend project, 
which will use modem 
technology to let people 
download content such 
as videos and audio 
guides via their 
smartphones and tablets 
when they are visiting 
some of the county 
borough’s most historic 
sites. 

Local historical and 
heritage groups will also 
be displaying their latest 
projects and exhibitions 
at the event which will 
delve into Bridgend 
county borough’s past. 
Visitors to the event will 
be fascinated to find 
plenty of local historical 
information that has 
been collated by 
voluntary groups from 
Bridgend county 
borough’s valleys, 
villages, towns and coast 
and visitors are 
encouraged to bring their 
own heritage 
photographs and 
memorabilia to the event 
if they would like to 
share it with the public. 


vwvw.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 


EXTRA SAVINGS this BANK HOLIDAY WEEKEND throughout the store 


BUY FOR LESS this Spring with our new furniture brochure 


Pick one up in store now and enjoy great savings in every department 


Unit I, Retail Area, 

Llandow Ind. Est, 

Nr Cowbridge. CF7I 7PA 

Tel: (01446) 772927/772928 

SATNAVCF7I 7PA 

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY I0am-5.30pm 

NORMAL OPENING HOURS: 

MON, TUES, WED & FRI 9am-5.30pm. OPEN LATE EVERY 
THURSDAY 9am-8pm. SAT IOam-5.30pm.SUN llam-Spm. 


Visit our website at 
www.theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 
Enquiries: email sales@theplaceforhomesltd.co.uk 


FIFTY members of 
Dinas Powys 

Bowling Club are 
celebrating a 

Lottery win of 
£1,124,000 - but say 
they won’t believe 
their good fortune 
until the money is 
safely in the bank. 

It means each person 
in the syndicate will get 
£22,480. Many of the 
people in the syndicate 
are in their seventies and 
eighties. 

One of the organisers 
Colin Burgess (78) told 
The GEM he checked off 
the numbers on Saturday 
night and then started 
phoning people to pass 
on the good news. 

“It is not a life¬ 


changing sum, but it 
might help people to be a 
bit more comfortable. 

“We’ve been taking 
part in the Lottery since 
day one. In the earlier 
days we got five numbers 
once and won about 
£ 1 , 000 .” 

Apart from that £1,000 
most of the rare wins 
were for small sums, 
although the syndicate 
did have a win of £202 
recently. 

“Our nickname was 
‘The Lottery Losers’. 
Our idea was that any 
winnings would go into 
paying for an evening 
meal, but we were 
always having to put 
money in ourselves to 
make up the sum. 

“Now we’re going to 
have to change our 


by TIM 


CHAPMAN 


name 

Colin checked off the 
Lottery numbers during 
the Saturday evening 
show and could hardly 
believe their six numbers 
had come up. He and his 
wife Betty then watched 
the confirmation of the 
numbers later in the 
evening after the news. 

“Once I’d confirmed 
the numbers were right I 
began phoning around. I 
also phoned Camelot and 
they said the numbers 
were correct. I gave them 
the number on our ticket 
and they confirmed it on 
their system.” 

This week a 
representative from 


Camelot was due to meet 
Colin to validate the 
ticket so the winnings 
can be paid out. 

Colin said; “I’ve heard 
some people have 
already been along to the 
travel agents,” and then 
he joked, “As long as the 


money doesn’t end up in 
an account in the 
Cayman Islands!” 

Colin added: “Some 
people say they won’t 
believe they’ve won the 
money until it is in the 
bank.” 


War centenary 
to be marked 


VISITORS to 
Bryngarw House 
and Country Park 
will be able to step 
back 100 years for 
a fascinating 
glimpse into life 
during the First 
World War at a 


free ‘This is YOUR 
Heritage’ event on 
Sunday, May 11 
between 10:30am 
and 2pm. 

The lawn in front of 
Bryngarw House will be 
transformed into a trench 
with battle re¬ 
enactments, the local 


TWO CHINESE 
RESTAURANTS 
LOSE LICENCES 


THE Golden Bowl Chinese 
takeaway in Nolton Street, 
Bridgend, has had its licence 
revoked after illegal workers 
were found working there. 

A second restaurant, the Noble 
House in Penprysg Road, Pencoed, 
described as “sufficiently linked”, has 
also had its licence revoked. 

The decision was made at a 
licensing hearing on April 8, where 
representatives from Bridgend County 
Borough Council (BCBC) and South 
Wales Police were in attendance. 

The licensing committee made the 
decision after many illegal workers, 
who did not have the right to work in 
the UK, were found to have been 
employed at the Golden Bowl on 
several separate occasions in 2012 and 
2013. 

Despite previous hefty fines, the 
Golden Bowl continued to employ 
illegal workers at the premises. 

Inspector Steve Jennings said: 
“Knowingly employing illegal 
workers is a criminal matter which is 
taken seriously. Working closely with 
our partners at the United Kingdom 
Border Agency, we will investigate 
and enforce against this type of 
offence wherever it occurs. 

“In this instance, we also identified 
the further licensing offences which 
formed part of our application to the 
licensing committee. Bridgend 
Community Safety Partnership is 
committed in the area of licensing to 
ensure that the key objective of 


preventing crime and disorder is 
delivered. 

“We aim to achieve this throughout 
the borough, making Bridgend a safer 
place to visit, live and work”. 

The licensing committee also heard 
that the Golden Bowl had been in 
breach of the Licensing Act by closing 
later than the time their licence 
permitted. 

Inspector Steve Jennings 
confirmed: “We had heard that the 
Golden Bowl remained open later than 
their permitted licence, which was 
midnight. Adhering to permitted 
opening hours is fundamental to the 
prevention of public nuisance and the 
prevention of crime and disorder”. 

Given the committee’s concerns 
over the management of the Golden 
Bowl the decision was made to revoke 
their licence. 

In a statement. South Wales Police 
added: “The licensing committee 
found that the Noble House and 
Golden Bowl takeaways are 
sufficiently linked that matters 
pertaining to the Noble House are also 
relevant to the Golden Bowl. 

“The committee therefore took all 
matters relating to both these premises 
into account. 

“As a result of this the committee 
also decided to revoke the premises 
licence for the Noble House because 
of crime and disorder that had taken 
place”. 

PHILIP IRWIN 


BCBC welcomes 


‘glowing’ praise for 
adoption services 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council’s adoption 
service was 
celebrating a 
“glowing 
inspection” from 
the Care and Social 
Services 

Inspectorate Wales 
(CSSIW) this week. 

It says the report 
praised the service for 
its child-centred 
approach, timeliness 
and quality of the 
assessment process, 
support they offered, 
high standards of 
staffing and leadership, 
and for the quality of 
adopters. 

A spokesperson said 
that the inspection took 
place in October 2013 
and involved interviews 
and meetings with 
councillors, heads of 
services, managers, 
staff, social workers and 
adopters. In addition, 
mi nutes of meetings and 
files were accessed, and 
adoption staff and 
adopters were required 
to complete 
questionnaires. 

The service was also 
commended for having 
made several 
improvements over the 
past year, including 
greater collaborative 
working and ensuring 
adoption files were 
more robust and 
reflected the process of 
adoption. 

Since the last 
inspection three years 
ago, 88 children have 


been successfully 
placed, which is an 
increase of 83 per cent 
from the previous three 
year period which saw 
48 children being 
adopted. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for 
children and young 
people, said: “I am 
delighted that the 
adoption service 
received a good 
inspection. It signifies 
the council’s 
commitment to 
children’s services. 

“The Bridgend 


Adoption Service 
continues to achieve 
success and has made a 
significant number of 
improvements in the last 
year alone. 

“This is testament to 
the professionalism of 
our team who 
continually work hard 
and show enormous 
dedication so we can 
find forever families for 
vulnerable looked-after 
children, which remains 
a top priority for 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council,” he 
added. 



www.boxesandbusts .co .uk 
Unit 19, Ty Verlon Ind est, Barry, CF63 2BE 
or ring 01446 701230. Hrs: Tues-Sat 9am-5pm. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns 
of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 lyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Concert 

double 

I WAS pleased that 
I was able to attend 
two amazing 

concerts last week. 

The people of 
Bridgend who didn’t go 
to the concert in the 
Tabernacle on Thursday 
evening missed a real 
treat. 

I go to choral concerts 
on a regular basis and I 
can honestly write that 
both concerts were 
outstanding; and full 
credit to the organizers 
who had put on such 
impressive shows. 

Even though the same 
choirs took part, the two 
evenings had completely 
different programme 
arrangements. 

There were four 
choirs involved, 

Ogmore Valley Male 
Voice, Klapa SMt from 
Kutina, Croatia, a group 
of seven choristers, 
Klapa Voneti, from 
Karlovac (also 

Croatian), a group of six 
choristers, and a men’s 
Muzski Zbor, from 
Kekava, Latvia. 

To explain a little, 
Klapa means a group of 
singers connected not 
only by music but also 
through friendship and 
emotional links. Klapa 
singing originated in 
Dalmatia, a coastal 
region of Croatia. 

Skrlet is a wine that is 
produced in Moslavina, 
a beautiful region in mid 
Croatia. 

The group from 
Kutina was formed in 
2006, and seven 
choristers appeared for 
them in the two 
concerts. The group 
from Karlovac was 


formed in 2009 from 
students at the Croatian 
Academy of Music, and 
six choristers sang for 
them in the two 
concerts. 

The group from 
Kekava had only been in 
formation since 2013 
under its artistic director 
Ingmars Vigners, and 
consisted of 12 
members. 

Each choir had to 
include in its repertoire 
at least two songs from 
the two other countries. 
The song lyrics were as 
those from the country 
of origin but the musical 
arrangements and 
emotions were in the 
style of the choir’s home 
country. 

What was amazing 
about the groups from 
Croatia and Latvia was 
that they sang in 
complete harmony, 
certainly pronunciation 
perfect of the Welsh 
songs, without 

accompaniment. 

Each group had a 
different style of starting 
the songs; with one 
group, a member would 
get off the stage, go to 
the piano, play a couple 
of notes, go back on 
stage and he set the beat 
while they all sang. 

Another group 


member had a strange 
instrument which had a 
small keyboard but he 
produced music by 
blowing into it to set the 
tone, then started 
singing. 

Eor the last group, 
one member would start 
humming so that the 
others could pick up the 
notes, and then they 
sang as a group. 

How these groups 
could sing such a variety 
of music and sound so 
complete without any 
musical accompaniment 
was truly impressive. In 
fact, each of their 
versions of the Welsh 
song ‘Myfanwy’ was 
outstanding; any Welsh 
choir would enjoy 
singing that 

arrangement. 

To add more 
Welshness, the concert 
in Ogmore Vale had a 
harpist, Lowri Morgan, 
who ably demonstrated 
the sheer variety of 
music that can be 
produced on this 
instrument. 

During the interval, 
everyone in each of the 
choirs and the audience 
were given a bowl of 
cawl, a Welsh cake and a 
slice of bara biith. 

Every one of the 
groups had a standing 


ovation from the 
audience when they had 
completed their 

performances. Welsh 
choirs could learn from 
Klapa type singing to 
bring new choristers into 
their organisations. 

MP’s visit 

MADELEINE Moon, 
the MP for Bridgend 
recently visited 

B r y n t e g 
Comprehensive school 
to give the sixth form a 
talk about 

International Women’s 
Day. 

The talk took the 
form of a series of slides 
on which were a number 
of questions about the 
positions that women 
occupied in the worlds 
of business and public 
services. Mrs Moon 
posed the question of 
how many women the 
class felt were in senior 
management positions. 

In many cases, the 
answers revealed that 
women occupied senior 
positions in far smaller 
percentages than their 
numbers in the relevant 
workforce suggest they 
deserved. 

In local government 
for example, women 
make up 72 per cent of 
the workforce, but only 
about 12 per cent of 
senior management 
positions. 

Many of the students 
found this shocking. 
Women also face the 
prospect of even now, 
earning less money than 
men in many jobs, 
particularly professional 
jobs. 

Then Mrs Moon 
turned her attention to 
the plight of women 
abroad, and her 
revelations about the 
terrible conditions that 
many women and 
children live and work 
in abroad was very 
distressing. 

In some countries 
such as Yemen for 
example, women are 
only regarded as “half a 
witness” in legal cases 
and cannot testify in 
some trials. 

The dreadful abuse 
and denigration of some 
women abroad was hard 
to listen to, and many 
students found it very 
upsetting. 

The talk lasted for 
about an hour and then 
Mrs Moon went off to 
her next appointment. 
Overall it was a very 
interesting talk and the 
students found it very 
informative, if upsetting 
in places. 

Laleston 

Gardening 

Club 

THIS go-ahead group 
has a thriving ladies 
section which meets on 
the first and third 
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C.S.Boxall Ltd. 


For all your Tool & Plant Hire 


Over 35 yeara eKperaenci* in Itie industry 

Everything from Micro Diggers, 
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Madeleine Moon MP with Brynteg Comprehensive sixth form. 


Tuesday in the month 
at 7.30pm, in the 
group’s Cliff Cottage, 
which is adjacent to 
Laleston Church, 
where visitors are 
welcome. 

On Saturday, May 10, 
at 10am, the group will 
be holding a sale of 
bedding and perennial 
plants of flowers and 
vegetables, and there 
will be refreshments 
available, plus 

homemade cake and 
card stalls. 

On Monday, May 12, 
at 7.30pm there will be a 
talk by Helen Mills on 
the Heritage coast. 
Everyone is welcome 
and there is a small 
charge of £1 which 
includes a hot drink and 
a biscuit. 

Maesteg 

summer 

festival 

THIS successful event 
is to be opened this 
year with a play 
written by Alan James 
Flay. 

Alan was originally 
from Caerau and he has 
always emphasised the 
fact that at heart he is a 
Caerau boy, and is proud 
to be involved with a 
prestigious festival 
which celebrates the rich 
culture and heritage in 
the Llynfi valley, even 
though he now lives in 
the Rhondda. 

The festival opens 
with his play titled The 
Narrow Pathway, a 
psychological thriller 
with a supernatural twist 
about a woman who is 
forced to confront her 
unspeakable past. 

The play will be 
performed by Llynfi 
Valley amateur dramatic 
society at Maesteg Town 
Hall for three nights 
from Wednesday, May 
21 at 7.30pm. 

This is Alan’s second 
play to be performed at 
Maesteg Town Hall by 
the society. His first was 
a comedy. Tickets will 
be available from the 
town hall at £5. 

Eor information on 
this and other festival 
events being held in the 
town hall, telephone 
01656 733269. 

Choir’s 

travels 

COR Merched Cwm 
Llynfi (Llynfi Valley 
ladies’ choir) will be 
attending the London 
Sangerstevne Festival 
over the weekend of 
May 9 - 11. 

This non-competitive 
international choral 


festival draws choirs, 
large and small from all 
over the UK and Europe. 
It is modelled on similar 
festivals in Scandinavia. 

The choir took part in 
the festival last year, the 
only Welsh choir to do 
so and were invited back 
this year to celebrate 
London Sangerstevne’s 
10th anniversary. 

Performing in 

churches across south 
London, there is a 
chance to listen to 
choirs, singing a wide 
repertoire of music. Cor 
Merched Cwm Llynfi 
will be performing two 
concerts, together with 
choirs from Italy, Spain 
and England. 

Eollowing their return 
from London, the choir 
has a busy month in 
June with performances 
planned at the Maesteg 
Eestival, ‘Choirs in the 
Castle’ at Coity, 
culminating in a very 
special performance at 
the wedding of the 
choir’s musical director, 
Paul Deenick Bradley 
and accompanist Laura 
Smith. 

Anyone interested in 
joining Cor Merched 
Cwm Llynfi is welcome 
to come along to its 
rehearsal venue - the 
Celtic Club, Garth, 
Maesteg, every 

Wednesday evening at 
7pm. 

Membership is not 
confined to those living 
in the Llynfi valley; it 
has six choristers who 
travel from the Kenfig 
Hill and Cefn Cribwr 


areas. 

Mayor’s 

charities 

Coun Ross Thomas, the 
Maesteg Mayor, has 
providing the following 
information on raising 
funds for his charity 
fund. 

The final fundraising 
event will be at Maesteg 
Town Hall on Saturday, 
May 17. It will be a 
charity ball and a black 
tie event, with a three- 
course meal, with tea or 
coffee and mints. 

The entertainment for 
the evening will be 
provided by the 
Bridgend Big Band. 
Tickets are priced at £25 
per person. Lor further 
information e-mail 
maestegmayorcf@gmail 
.com or telephone 
Lynda/ Ross on 01656 
735988/734462. 

The Mayor’s fund 
this year is to be shared 
between two Maesteg 
charities, the Maesteg 
Community Day 

Hospital and the local 
Scouts group. At 
present, the fund has 
raised over £5,000 to 
help these two causes. 

Pontycymer 
Tennis Club 

THIS club, which is 
affiliated to the Lawn 
Tennis Association, has 
been in existence since 
1927. 

The tennis courts 
behind Pontycymer 
Square in Lawrence 
Park now have new 
courts to prevent 


slippage on a wet 
surface, new ball 
machines and speed 
guns, and an updated 
floodlighting system. 

The club has a Lawn 
Tennis Association 
coach and is offering his 
services for any 
youngsters in the 
Bridgend county 

borough area. 

It is open to children 
aged from four to 12 on 
Tuesday and Wednesday 
evenings between 5pm 
and 6pm, adults from 
6pm. 

The club will provide 
raquets, balls and the 
coaching, but all 
participants must wear 
trainers. 

There is a charge of 
£2 for children and £3 
for adults. These 
charges include free 
drinks for children, tea 
or coffee for adults. 

Bridgend 

Allotment 

Association 

IN these days of 
austerity here is an 
opportunity for 

readers to grow their 
own fruit and 
vegetables. There are 
allotments available on 
the Bronfair site (off 
Bridgend Road) 
Maesteg. 

A beginner will 
receive advice and help 
from existing allotment 
holders. If interested, 
telephone Graham on 
01656 736321 for 

details, and to arrange 
a visit. 


DINAS 

WINDOWS LTD 


‘A family 
company 
you can trust’ 

Est. 1988 



SPIilJfG 

ISJiETlf 

Brighten your home 
with new windows, 
doors & replacement 
conservatories 

We also do fascias, soffits and 
guttering and carry out repair work 
to windows and doors. 


Call us now for a free quotation on 01446 749055 
or Freephone 0800 0260587 - 24 hours. 

Unit 16, Ty-Verlon Industrial Estate, Cardiff Road, Barry. 
www.dinaswindows.co.uk 
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DREAMS 


K^' 


CLEARANCE 


0 / 

/o 

OFF 




mattresses, beds and 
accessories from less than £50 





9am-6pm Mon, Wed, Sat 
9am-6pm Thur, Fri 
11am-5pm Sun 


Cardiff 

Lyon Close Industrial Estate, 
Penarth Road, 

Cardiff 

CFll 8TU 

02920 226 050 


Dreams 


CLEARANCE OUTLET 


Fast Delivery 


This advert is copyright of Dreams Ltd 2014, Clearance items are one off ex-shoiuroom models, ex-comfort exchange or cancelled orders. Delivery priced separately or collect for free from any Dreams depot - see in-store for details. 
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LIVE A LIFE OF 
ADVENTURE! 

by MARIA LEIJERSTAM 


DOUBLE world record 

holder Maria 

Leijerstam from the 
Vale of Glamorgan, 
founder of the Burn 
Series of multisport 
events and qualified 
personal trainer, will 
inspire you with a 
weekly column on 
simple family sporting 
adventures in the 

beautiful countryside of 
south Wales. 

Maria will guide you 
on how and where in 
your area you can 
combine sport and 

fitness into family fun. 
AFTER work last 
Tuesday evening, I 
headed up to 

Brecon to climb 
Pen-y-fan as a mark 
of respect to the 16 
Sherpas who were 

killed on Everest 
over the Easter 
weekend. 

It was a wet and windy 
evening and as the light 
fell over the highest 
mountain in south Wales, 
I realised how lucky I 
was to live so close to 
such spectacular 

mountains. 

To have the freedom 
to roam and experience 
such natural beauty is 
something we should all 



take advantage of when 
we can. 

As I was heading 
home, I dropped into the 
Garwnant visitors’ 
centre, just off the A470, 
14 miles south of 
Brecon, and was 
delighted to find the 
venue for this week’s 
challenge. The centre 
has been improved 
dramatically and now 
features a mini mountain 
bike skills park, as well 
as a children’s adventure 
park. Therefore, on your 
next free weekend, load 
up the car with a few 
bikes, outdoor clothes 
and the family and head 
for this centre. 

The mountain bike 
skills park is aimed at 


children, but is ideal for 
adult beginners also. 
There are a variety of 
features for you to 
negotiate such as ramps, 
beams and boardwalks. 

If you want to take it 
one step at a time then 
that’s fine, as all features 
can either be ridden 
slowly or avoided 
completely. 

The adventure park, or 
low ropes course, also at 
the centre, is a wonderful 
place for a timed 
challenge to see how 
your little ones fare when 
racing against the clock. 
This will be a real test of 
balance, co-ordination, 
accuracy and strength. 

From hanging tires to 
a zip rope, it’s 


guaranteed to be a day 

full of laughter. 

Set the challenge 
between your child and 
yourself and see who 
manages the best. Log 
o n t ( 
www.bumseries .co .uk/y 
ouradventure for full 
details. 

Make sure you join me 
next week for more 
adventures. Telephone. 
07862 227 187; email 
maria @burnseries .co .uk 
FOOTNOTE 

This column 
provided for idea 
purposes only. Alway; 
check with your doctor if 
you have any concerns 
about your health prior to 
embarking on any form 
of physical activity and 
always let someone 
know where you are 
going. 

Have you heard of 
Glympse? It’s a brilliant 
free app that shares your 
location with anyone you 
want for a specified 
period of time. 

The GEM newspaper 
and Multisport Ltd are 
not responsible or liable, 
directly, indirectly or 
consequentially, for any 
form of damages 
whatsoever resulting 
from the use (or misuse) 
of information contained 
in or implied by the 
column. 


Admiral sails to the 
rescue of Age Concern! 



A CENTRE for 
older people in 
Barry can continue 
for another year - 
thanks to a 
donation by local 
employer, Admiral. 

The Age Connects 
Cardiff & the Vale 
(formerly Age Concern) 
Senior Health Shop in 
Barry received £400 
from the company after 
Ashley Cummings, who 
works in Admiral’s 
Claims department, 
applied for funding from 
the company’s 
Community Chest 
scheme. 

The scheme provides 
funding for charities, 
sport teams and 
organisations in which 
staff members or their 
families are involved. 

The Senior Health 
Shop is part of the 
Ageing Well programme 


which aims to improve 
health and wellbeing of 
older people (50+) in the 
Barry area. 

Ashley explained: 
“My Nan attends the 
shop and was really 
concerned when she 
heard it may not be open 
next year. I knew 
Admiral had a scheme 
where I could request 
funding for local 
community groups my 


family were involved in 
and this seemed like the 
perfect opportunity. 

“I’m really pleased 
for my Nan as I know 
how much she enjoys 
visiting the shop on a 
regular basis.” 

Nona Hexter, Ageing 
Well Coordinator from 
local charity Age 
Connects Cardiff and the 
Vale, said: “We were 
seeking funding to 


support the Senior 
Health Shop in the 
future, which included 
rent and staff costs 
which underpin every bit 
of work we do. 

“We have worked in 
Barry for 22 years and 
the funding from 
Admiral has enabled to 
us to continue to support 
many vulnerable older 
people in the area.” 


FESTIVAL OF VALE WALKS 

THURSDAY, May 29, sees the launch of the Vale of Glamorgan Walking 
Festival with a guided walk, ^St Lythan’s Ancient and Modern’, led by Dr 
Ffion Reynolds of CADW. 

Now in its fifth year, the festival will offer 25 guided walks from May 29 to 
June 1, to encourage people to visit the area. 

Local history will be the theme of walks around Barry, Llantwit Major and 
Llanblethian with a choice of walks exploring the ‘heart of the rural Vale and 
the Glamorgan Heritage Coast’. 

Family walks, bilingual walks for Welsh and English speakers and the 
return of the popular Vale Ale Trail walk around the Cowbridge area are also 
included. 

All walks are free of charge, just turn up on the day. Information is 
available online at www.valeofglamorganwalkingfestival.org.uk or through 
email enquiry at: infor@valeways.org.uk, or telephone 01446 749000. 
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VALE MP’s VIEWPOINT 

Concerns over out-of-hours 
care shows need for cheinge 


T here have been 
two recent reports 
which have again 
caused me concern over 
the health services being 
provided to residents in 
the Vale. 

One was the statement by 
the local Community Health 
Council (CHC) which 
described the out-of-hours GP 
service in the Vale as 
‘diabolical’. 

The other related to 
handover times from 
ambulance to hospital care. 

I receive many complaints 
from residents in the Vale of 
Glamorgan about out-of-hours 
care. I understand that after 
lam there are only one GP and 
one nurse based at the UHW 
site available to cover the 
population of Cardiff and the 
Vale. 

Originally the cover was 
provided by two GPs in the 
Vale and two in Cardiff, with 
one GP ‘out on the road’ in 
each area. 

Over the Easter Bank 
holiday, one parent of a young 
baby needed out-of-hours care. 
They had to wait five hours for 
a call back from a GP on duty. 
The target time is to be within 
one hour. This, of course, has 
derived from the privatisation 
of out-of-hours care that was 
introduced 10 years ago. 

This naturally leads people 
to attend A&E rather than seek 
assistance locally. This 



Vale MP 
Alun Calms 

reports to 
GEM readers 


obviously adds pressure to an 
already overstretched 
emergency department. 

As we have also seen this 
week, waiting times at local 
hospitals that service the Vale 
have failed to meet the Welsh 
Government target handover 
time. 

The Vale did not come out 
well from this report either, 
with 76 patients waiting for 
over four hours to be 
transferred for emergency care. 

The report highlights that 29 
patients waited over four hours, 
with 569 waiting for more than 
two hours. 

This is not acceptable and 
the obvious knock-on effect is 
a poor ambulance response 


times when the vehicles are 
being tied up at hospitals with 
patients they are unable to 
transfer. 

I have been so worried that I 
met recently with the Local 
Health Board about Barry 
Hospital, which included 
discussions about out-of-hours 
care. There are concerns that 
the Vale has no cover at some 
periods. We should not suffer 
because of the dominance of 
Cardiff or administrative 
bureaucracy. 

I highlighted again with the 
Local Health Board that 
residents to the west of 
Cowbridge and as far south as 
Llantwit Major are particularly 
at risk as all of the out-of-hours 
care is based in Barry and 
Cardiff. 

The administrative boundary 
is the Ogmore River, meaning 
that residents in Ogmore by 
Sea have to travel to Barry - 
this is designed to suit 
bureaucrats, not patients. I have 
long called for the western Vale 
to be serviced through the 
Princess of Wales Hospital. 

I fear we are experiencing 
the impact of cuts to the health 
budget here in Wales. The 
Welsh Government is the only 
administration across the whole 
of the UK to cut health spend. 

These reports have echoed 
many feelings that the system 
should be overhauled. I want 
service commissioners to 
address this as a matter of 
urgency and will do all I can to 
deliver a change locally. 



WENVOE 

& Paving Centre 

Come and see - our fantastic range of 

Log Cabins, Gazebos and Hot Tub Houses 



STANDARD APEX SHEDS 

6'X 4'-£329 • 7'X 5'-£379 • 8'x 6'- £429 

Prices include VAT and local delivery. While stocks last. 

Installation only £75 (locally on your prepared base) 

Need a base? Want your old shed taken away? 

We are happy to quote for the work! 

Also available: SHEDS - SUMMERHOUSES - GREENHOUSES - 
PLAYHOUSES - POTTING SHEDS - ARCHES AND ARBOURS. 

Wenvoe Garden Buildings & Paving Centre, Style Gardens Centre 
Port Road, Wenvoe, Cardiff, CF5 6AD 
Opening Times: Mon - Sat 9.00am - 5pm, Sun 10.30am - 4.30pm. 

Tel: 02920 591000 

We look forward to seeing you! 

Download our cabin brochure at www.wenvoegarden.co.uk 


Heritage bus rides in! 


ON Sunday May 4, 
the Cardiff 
Transport 

Preservation Group 
is offering free 
heritage bus rides 
all day from its 
1930s centref the 
Bus Depot, Broad 
Street in Barry. 

The ^Running Day^ 
means there will be a 
bus departing the bus 
depot giving free 
travel every half hour 
to a local destination. 
Some will be visiting 
privately-owned 
heritage buses. All 
buses will be between 
33 to 62 years old! 

Mike Taylor, 
chairman of the 
group, said: “We tried 
out a running day for 
the first time last year 
and we were surprised 
how popular it was, 
especially among local 
people. A different 
heritage bus will 
depart in rotation, on 
three bus routes, one 
every 30 minutes. We 
will be selling a 


timetable on the day to 
go towards the cost of 
fuel and donations for 
getting a bus in South 
Africa back to Barry. 


“This is our first 
major public activity 
this year as a warm-up 
to our big Festival of 
Transport on Barry 


Island on June 8, 
when we are expecting 
over 200 classic and 
vintage cars.^' 



Tool & Plant Hire 

Also available to hire: Cement Mixers, Compactor Plates 
& Scaffolding. Strimmers, Mowers & Hedge Trimmers. 
Demolition Hammers & Drills and much more... 

Our other services include suppliers of bottled gas. 



SEALEY 


★ Sealey power tools 
AW UQUIDC ★ Air Liquide industrial 
gases to rent or buy. 

Friendly Service & Advice 

Unit 20, Vale Business Park, Llandow 
Tel. 01446 771999 or 774056 www.randt.co.uk 


GIFTS IN WILLS CHANGE LIVES 


IMAGINE you’ve just been 
told your child or 
grandchild is expected to 
die in childhood. Wouldn’t 
you feel comforted by the 
thought that Ty Hafan is 
there to help your whole 
family? 


Ty Hafan offers comfort, care 
and support to life-limited 
children, young people and their 
families, helping them to make the 
most of the time they have left 
together. 

But we couldn’t do this without 
your support. Gifts in Wills fund 
the care provided to one in five of 


the children we support. Without 
them, we simply couldn’t support 
as many families. 

To write a Will for only £50 and 
help life-limited children in Wales, 
please visit 

www.tyhafan.org/will50 or call 
029 2053 2255 for more 

information. 



May 12-23 


write a 


Will for only 

£50 

with Ty Hafan and selected solicitors 
for two weeks only. 


* Suggested donation for a Simple Will only. 

A donation of £75 is suggesfed for Mirror Wills. 


visit www.tyhafan.org/will50 
or call 029 2053 2255 to book. 

ty hafan - the family hospice for young lives 

Regisfered Head Office: Hayes Road, Sully, CF64 5XX / Tel: 029 2053 2199 
Regisfered in Wales: No: 3077406 Regisfered Charify No: 1047912 


ty hafan 

15 years of being there 
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Cowbridge man killed in Afghanistan 
helicopter crash was a ‘rising star’ 



Cpl Oliver Thomas 


A COWBRIDGE 
man was among five 
men who died in 
southern 
Afghanistan when 
their helicopter 
crashed, writes 
PHILIP IRWIN. 

Captain Thomas 
Clarke, 30, a former 
Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
pupil, was also a member 
of the local ATC from the 
age of 13 to 15. 

Another man who 
died, Lance Cpl Oliver 
Thomas from Brecon, 
also had strong 
connections to the Vale, 
particularly in the 


farming community. 

The crash took place 
on April 26, and the MoD 
confirmed the names of 
those who lost their lives 
as: Captain Thomas 
Clarke, Army Air Corps; 
Flight Lieutenant Rakesh 
Chauhan, Royal Air 
Force; Warrant Officer 
Class 2 Spencer 
Faulkner, Army Air 
Corps; Corporal James 
Walters, Army Air Corps 
and Lance Corporal 
Oliver Thomas, 

Intelligence Corps. 

Group Captain 

Richard Maddison, 
Station Commander RAF 
Odiham said: “I am 
extremely saddened to 


hear of the loss of 
Captain Thomas Clarke, 
Flight Lieutenant Rakesh 
Chauhan, Warrant 
Officer Spencer Faulkner 
and Corporal James 
Walters, all who served 
at Royal Air Force 
Odiham. 

“My deepest 

sympathies are with their 
families and friends at 
this most difficult time, 
and also with the family 
of Lance Corporal Oliver 
Thomas, who was not 
from Royal Air Force 
Odiham but who was 
also on the Lynx aircraft. 

“It was only a week 
before the accident that I 
visited their unit in 



Afghanistan, and flew in 
a Lynx with Captain 
Clarke, Warrant Officer 
Faulkner and Corporal 
Walters. It was an 
absolute pleasure to fly 
with them and to discuss 
their work; it was also 
incredibly reassuring to 
meet such professional 
and enthusiastic 

members of their unit”. 

The MoD statement 
said: “Captain Tom 
Clarke was born in 
Cardiff. After studying 
for his A-Levels, he 
gained a degree in 
Biological Sciences at 
the University of 
Birmingham in 2006. He 
enlisted as an Army 
Officer in May 2007, 
undertaking officer 
training at the Royal 
Military Academy 
Sandhurst. He graduated 
in April 2008, 
commissioning into the 
Army Air Corps as a 
Pilot. 

“He completed a short 
tour of Afghanistan prior 
to commencing flying 
training in July 2008. He 
completed his helicopter 
pilot training in May 
2010 and was posted to 
661 Squadron and 
subsequently 652 

Squadron to fly the Lynx. 


Captain Clarke was 
posted to RAF Odiham 
in October 2013 and has 
deployed on numerous 
occasions in support of 
training exercises. An 
ambitious and competent 
young officer, he had a 
very bright and 
promising future in the 
Army”. 

His Commanding 
Officer said of him: 
“Captain Thomas Clarke 
was a fantastic young 
officer, full of life and 
immensely committed to 
his soldiers and friends. 

“In the short time he 
had served in the unit he 
had proven to be an 
exceptional aviator and 
forthright leader who 
always placed himself at 
the centre of squadron 
life. His loss will be 
keenly felt both at RAF 
Odiham and within the 
wider Army Air Corps. 

“Our thoughts and 
sympathy are with his 
wife, family and friends 
at this most difficult of 
times”. 

The Commander for 
the deployed Lynx 
Detachment said: 

“Captain Tom Clarke 
was a hard working, 
loyal and gifted aviator 
who was a privilege to 
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command. His 

brightness, character, 
humility and charm will 
be remembered by all. 

“He brought a smile to 
people’s faces and I was 
fortunate enough to have 
worked with him at RAF 
Odiham as well as in 
Afghanistan. A rising star 
of the Army Air Corps 
his loss will be deeply 
felt and I feel honoured 
and privileged to have 
called him a friend. 

“He will be deeply 
missed by the Air 
Detachment and by his 
Squadron. My thoughts 
and prayers are with his 
loving wife Angie and 
his family and friends.” 

His family has paid 
the following tribute: 
“We cannot express 
enough our devastation 
at the loss of a truly 
wonderful husband, son, 
brother and friend. 

“Tom brought so much 
happiness and love to 
everyone he knew with 
his sparkling blue eyes 
and cheeky smile. 

“He had an absolute 
passion for life and was 
the best part of us; we 
are all poorer today 
without him. ‘We carry 
your heart, we carry it in 
our heart’”. 

Dr Terry Prosser, a 
former squadron officer 
with Cowbridge Air 
Training Corps, said: 
“The squadron wishes to 
record its great sadness at 
the loss of Captain Tom 
Clarke. Tom was a Cadet 
with the squadron from 
1997 to 1999, and he is 
remembered by all who 
knew him as a totally 
dedicated and 

enthusiastic member. 

“He was consistently 

E olite and good- 
umoured, and was a 
pleasure to work with. 
He will be greatly missed 
by his contemporaries 
and, especially, by the 
squadron staff.” 

Tom Clarke was also 
well-known at 

Cowbridge Rugby Club. 
A club spokesman issued 
the following tribute: 
“The club was shocked 
and saddened to learn of 
the death of Tom Clarke 
on active service in 
Afghanistan. 

“Tom played for the 
minis, juniors and also 
Cowbridge first team. He 
was a tough, 
uncompromising player 
on the pitch but a perfect 
gentleman off it. 

“He will leave a huge 
hole in the lives of his 
wife, Angie, jmrents 
Bruce and Denise, 
brother and sister in law, 
Simon and Sally and all 
of his many friends. 

“As the best of the 
best, Tom, we salute 
you ”. 

Vale AM Jane Hutt 
said: “My deepest 

sympathies are with the 



Capt Tom Clarke. 

family and friends of 
Capt Thomas Clarke for 
the loss of this 
courageous and 

outstanding man who 
served his country so 
bravely.” 

Lance Corporal Oliver 
Thomas (26) was bom in 
Brecon, Powys. He 
joined the Army Reserve 
m June 2011, and after 
moving to London he 
joined 3 Military 
Intelligence Battalion in 
July 2012. 

He volunteered to be 
mobilised from the Army 
Reserves for deployment 
to Afghanistan and 
arrived on December 11, 
2013 to be part of the 
United Kingdom’s 
contribution to the 
International Security 
Assistance Force (ISAF). 

His Officer 

Commanding said: 
“Lance Corporal Oli 
Thomas was the 
embodiment of his 
generation: bright, gifted 
with an enquiring mind 
and laser focussed on the 
task in-hand. 

“The bonus for us was 
that he was also blessed 
with a natural flair and 
the happy knack of 
always being able to 
raise a smile with his 
keen sense of wit. 

“The future and 
uncertainty did not 
disturb him. He only saw 
opportunity ahead and, 
ultimately, it was his 
irresistible addiction to 
the life-force that took 
him away. 

“It is with regret and 
to my loss that I did not 
know Oli for longer - but 
in only a short time he 
made an immediate and 
lasting impression. His 
absence has left an 
enormous gap in a close- 
knit team. We will 
remember him.” 

His family paid the 
following tribute: 

“Oliver was a truly 
amazing person, living 
his life to the full, while 
fulfilling some of his 
many dreams and 
adventures. 

“He was very much 
loved and will be greatly 
missed by his grieving 
family and friends”. 
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NHS in Wales: HEALTH MINISTER RESPONDS 


THE NHS in Wales has 
been battered and 
bruised in recent 
months, with a stream 
of bad publicity over 
patient care standards. 

Proposed 
reorganisation of the 
service has also been a 
controversial topic, so 
The GEM invited the 
Welsh Government 
Health Minister, Mark 
Drakeford, to address 
the issues and write a 
column exclusively for 
our readers. 

L ast month 
marked my 
first year in 
post as Health 
Minister. When I 
took up this role, I 
knew it would be a 
challenging one - 
health is one of the 
busiest portfolio 
areas in the Welsh 
Government and 
takes up more than 
40 per cent of the 
budget. 


I started this job with 
three priorities. I wanted 
to realise health board 
plans for NHS 
reconfiguration; I 
wanted to see Wales- 
first legislation on the 
statute books, and I 
wanted to put NHS 
Wales’ finances on a 
three-year cycle. 

I am proud of the fact 
Wales will become the 
first country in the UK 
to introduce deemed 
consent for organ 
donation, as set out in 
the Human 

Transplantation (Wales) 
Bill. 

I strongly believe this 
piece of legislation will 
improve the lives of the 
hundreds of people on 
the transplant waiting 
list now and in the 
future by increasing the 
number of organs 
available for 
transplantation. 

Wales has also 
become the first country 
in the UK to display 
food hygiene scores 
publically so people can 
make an informed 


choice about where they 
buy and eat their food, 
thanks to a law passed 
in Cardiff Bay. 

I came to the post of 
Health Minister in the 
midst of health boards’ 
discussions about 
modernising the way 
health services are 
provided across Wales. 

Change is not easy 
for the public, or for 
NHS staff. As a nation, 
we are emotionally 
invested in the bricks 
and mortar of the health 
service, but a modem 
NHS doesn’t rely on 
every hospital providing 
every service possible. 

In south Wales, good 
progress on hospital 
service reconfiguration 
is being made. The 
process to date has been 
clinically-led and there 
has been significant 
involvement from the 
public. 

Plans for service 
changes have yet to be 
finalised, but I feel real 
progress has been made. 
In conversations 
throughout Wales I 


Yvonne welcomed by 
local Soroptimists 



Left to right: Yvonne, president Audrey, and Sian. 

AT the recent supper meeting of ofMounstuart Square School, Cardiff. 
Soroptimist International Barry Yvonne is Barry born and bred and 
and district, president Audrey ^till lives in the town with her 
Hirst welcomed Yvonne Scott as husband, Glyn. Her sponsor, Sian 
a member of the club Howell, said she was not only a great 

As one of the first to go through but also good fun - attributes 

Welsh primary education in Barry, it ^he Soroptimists excel in! 
was appropriate that Yvonne should To find out more about Soroptimists 

choose teaching as her career. visit www.soroptimist- 

She held various posts in the area gbi .co .uk/barry-and-district. 
and ended her career as acting head CDS 
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by MARK 
DRAKEFORD 

Welsh Government 
Health Minister 


now hear discussions 
about what needs to 
change, rather than 
dissent about the need 
for change at all. 

In terms of finances, 
the National Health 
Service Finance (Wales) 
Act, which became law 
in January, allows 
health boards to plan 
and make financial 
decisions over a three- 
year period, instead of 
the former 12 -month 
regime. 

This will allow the 
NHS to a take a longer, 
more strategic approach 
towards financial, 
service and workforce 
planning. 

Looking ahead to my 
next year as Health 
Minister, I am sure there 
will be fresh challenges 
on the horizon and some 
more familiar ones too. 

During my first 12 
months, I was 
committed to easing the 
pressure on unscheduled 
care. The NHS made 
some real progress in 
preparing for and 
responding to winter 
pressures this year. 

The winter may not 
have been as cold as last 
year, but the rain and 
substantial flooding it 
brought in January and 
February had a 


significant impact on 
the ambulance service, 
affecting its ability to 
respond to 999 calls. 

Health boards 
worked hard to plan for 
the season, working 
with local authorities 
and the ambulance 
service throughout the 
year to put in place 
detailed contingency 
plans. 

As a result, every 
measure of emergency 
care was better this 
winter than last - A&E 
waits, ambulance 
handovers, cancelled 
operations and delayed 
transfers of care, which 
have reached a 10 -year 
low. 

There have been 
achievements and 
improvements, but I 
reiterate my 
commitment to finding 
a satisfactory, long-term 
solution to this issue. 

Prudent healthcare is 
going to feature heavily 
in my plans for the NHS 
in the next year and 
beyond. We need to 
work to a principle 
often called minimum 
appropriate intervention, 
which means patients 
are treated at a level 
necessary for addressing 
their condition. 

The prudent approach 
to medicine is not about 
rationing - it is an 
ethical approach to 
healthcare which fits the 
needs and circumstances 
of patients and actively 
avoids wasteful care 


which is not to patients’ 
benefit. 

I will also 

concentrate on primary 
care and the ongoing 
drive to move more care 
out of hospital and 
closer to patients’ 
homes. 

On the legislation 
front, the public health 
White Paper, which 
contains some radical 
proposals to help 
improve Wales’ health, 
including a minimum 
unit price for alcohol 


and putting the use of e- 
cigarettes on a par with 
tobacco products and 
restricting their use in 
public places, has 
started its journey. 

I would encourage 
everyone to get 
involved in the 
consultation and have 
their say on the 
proposals. 

The NHS in Wales, 
like every other health 
service in the UK, has 
its issues, but that 
should not detract from 


the excellent work done 
by the tens of thousands 
of staff who ensure 
patients are treated with 
dignity and compassion 
every day. 

I am immensely 
proud of the NHS in 
Wales and everyone 
who works for it. We 
have made a lot of 
progress together over 
the last year to improve 
services and care for 
patients. 

Together, we will 
make a whole lot more. 


Politicians' 
Q&A with 
Vale youth 
forum 

THE new Vale youth 
cabinet and members 
of the Vale youth 
forum recently met 
Huw Lewis AM, 
Minister for 
education and skills in 
the Welsh 
Government, and 
Vale cabinet member 
for children’s 
services. Conn Chris 
Elmore, for a Q&A on 
services for young 
people. 

Members of the forum 
are drawn from schools 
and youth groups across 
the Vale and those 
present seized their 
opportunity to get 
answers to their 
questions. This is the 
first formal meeting of 
the youth cabinet 
following their election 
at the end of March. 

The questions posed 
covered school lessons, 
sports facilities, and the 
role of AMs and 
councillors in serving 
young people. 

Forum member Tom 
Chandler said: 
“Discussing future plans 
for education in Wales 
with Huw Lewis was 
beneficial to our 
understanding of the 
work the Welsh 
Assembly are currently 
undertaking to tackle 
issues within Wales. 

“We look forward to 
seeing improvements 
being made.” 
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Rainbow Run is a riot of 
colour on Coney Beach 
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VIKKIANDALUN WILLIAMS. 


A SEA of colour 
filled Coney Beach 
in Porthcawl for Ty 
Hafan’s first 5K 
Rainbow Run on 
Sunday, April 27. 

More than 1,000 
participants were 
showered in pink, 
yellow, orange and blue 
powdered paint for the 
run - the first event of 
its kind in Wales. 

The Rainbow Run, 
which is based on the 
Indian Holi festival of 
colour, is expected to 
raise more than £50,000 
for Ty Hafan, the family 
hospice for young lives. 

Angelo Pucella, from 
Bridgend, who took part 
with his son Luca and 
his wife Beth said: 

“It has been such a 
fantastic day. Luca was 
so excited and he 
absolutely loved it. It 
was great to see so many 
people taking part to 
raise funds for Ty 
Hafan.” 

Luca, seven, is the 
only person in Wales to 
suffer from ROHHAD 
(Rapid-onset Obesity 
with Hypothalamic 
dysfunction. 
Hypoventilation and 


Autonomic 
Dysregulation) 
syndrome and was 
referred to Ty Hafan in 
2010. 

“Ty Hafan has been 
fantastic and we’re so 
grateful for their 
support. I’ll be taking 
part in Ty Hafan’s Three 
Peaks Challenge next. 
We try and do 
everything we can as a 
family to show our 
appreciation, and give 
something back to Ty 
Hafan,” said Angelo. 

Mair Jeffreys, event 
organiser at Ty Hafan, 
said: “The Rainbow Run 
is about celebration, 
having fun with friends 
and raising a smile for 
Ty Hafan. 

“It was wonderful to 
see so many Ty Hafan 
families, staff and 
supporters taking part 
today. Due to the 
success of the event, we 
are already planning our 
next Rainbow Run in 
west Wales. 

“We are incredibly 
grateful to everyone who 
took part, not forgetting 
our amazing volunteers 
and sponsors who have 
made the day possible.” 


Mann and Diaz 
bring laughter in 
The Other Woman 


w 


HEN 

you’re 

looking 


for a female actress 
to head up a studio 
comedy, the first 
person many would 
turn to would be 
Cameron Diaz. 

While a credible 
actress in her own right, 
Diaz carries off comedy 
exceptionally well, and 
her latest effort. The 
Other Woman, sees her 
play Carly, who hooks 
up with Mark (Nikolaj 
Coster-Waldau). 
However, she soon 
discovers Mark is 
married to Kate (Leslie 
Mann), and the pair 
decide to turn the tables 
on the shifty man. 

When a second affair 
with Amber (Kate 
Upton) is discovered, 
she too joins the pair in 
meting out justice to 
Mark... 


The set-up for The 
Other Woman sounds (at 
least to these masculine 
ears) tired and boring, a 
case of retreading 
ground that the likes of 
The Women have 
already trampled with 
little laughter and even 
less subtlety. However, 
saddling said premise 
with skilled performers 
results in a fluffy and 
satisfying comedy that 
may be slightly muddled 
in the message it’s trying 
to put across, but makes 
for a diverting and 
amusing film. 

Much of the credit 
lies in the work of the 
actors on show, none of 
whom are stretching 
themselves, but aren’t 
required to. Top of the 
class is Leslie Mann, an 
actress who is always 
watchable, and who 
seems to be getting the 
chance to impress in 
films that aren’t 
produced by her 
husband, Judd Apatow. 

Her character is the 
pivot of the film, a 
woman who takes her 



by 
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cheating other half and 
conjures up ways to 
make him pay, and 
Mann raises plenty of 
laughs in her 
performance, the brittle 
wife becoming 
empowered by her 
actions. 

Cameron Diaz is her 
dependable self, the 
closest thing this genre 
has to a safe pair of 
hands, and shares with 
Mann a satisfying 
chemistry - their odd 
couple bonding over 
their desire to see Mark 
get his comeuppance. 

Diaz plays it a little 
straighter, Mann 
handling much of the 
laughs, but her 
performance 
complements Mann very 
well. 

Nikolaj Coster- 
Waldau does a neat line 
in dashing, horrible men, 
as Game of Thrones fans 
will attest to, and he 
adds a sense of comedic 
styling to this, creating 
the sort of character you 
will love to hate and be 
glad of when he finally 
gets what is coming to 
him, the actor offering a 
very good performance. 

Meanwhile, Kate 
Upton shows some 
potential, the model 
having little to do other 
than wear a bikini and 


look glamorous, but she 
has a few moments to 
shine in a turn that is 
better than expected. 

The film is directed 
with very little identity 
by Nick Cassavetes 
(director of The 
Notebook, perhaps the 
finest example ever of a 
gender-bridging ‘chick 
flick’), the film visually 
anonymous and edited to 
feature a musical cue 
every time the dialogue 
dries up. The jokes do 
hit home, but the film 
looks so overtly glossy 
and stylised - it’s not 
likely to be discussed by 
film students in years to 
come. 

While the script is 
witty, and generates a 
decent amount of laughs, 
much of this lies more in 
the performances than in 
the actual writing. 
Melissa Stack’s script 
doesn’t really have much 
substance to it, the 
humour lacking any real 
bite, while the message 
of the film (a woman 
doesn’t need a man, just 
female friends) gets 
somewhat obscured, 
come a conclusion that 
involves a bikini-clad 
bottom and a kiss. 

However, as 
undemanding, female¬ 
centric comedies go. The 
Other Woman is a 
pleasing watch; it looks 
great on the surface, but 
any attempt to delve any 
deeper is pointless and 
needless. 

VERDICT: A bubbly 
comedy that gets a 
massive boost from its 
strong cast. The Other 
Woman is a likeable film 
that delivers humour in 
the most undemanding 
way possible. Ignore the 
deeper issues that muddy 
its message, and instead 
just sit back and watch 
the likes of Cameron 
Diaz and Leslie Mann 
do their comedy thing. 
Enjoyable. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: The Sweetest 
Thing (2002), The 
Women (2008). 
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WINDOWS, DOORS 


10a Ewenny Road, Brid 9 end CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwrth Rond, Cardiff CF11 BAP 

Tel: Bndgend 01656 349515 
Cardiff 02920 508770 
Barry 01446 439212 
Freephone 0800 8030821 

www.mpnwindows.com 


& CONSERVATORIES 


FREE VERTICAL BLINDS 

with our our Double and Triple Glazed 
Windows. Sales lines open from 
9am - 9pm 7 days a week 


0% Free'*®' 

6 YALE A rated windows fully fitted from £1,995 
A Rated YALE composite doors from £895 fully fitted 
I fi, Rated French or patio doors fitted from £895 
. Special Offer: VEKA Composite Doors 
fully fitted from £850 
. Conservatories fully fitted inc all building works anc 


Bridgend 01656 349515 • Cardiff 02920 508770 • Barry 01446 439212 


FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS 


FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS • FREE VERTICAL BLINDS 
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Out and About with The Gl 



Lions’ May fayre fun 

THIS bank holiday Monday sees the Porthcawl 
Lions’ annual May fayre in All Saints’ church, 
Victoria Avenue. 

The day starts at 11am with the official opening 
by the Mayor of Porthcawl, after which there is 
fun for all. Among the attractions are a children’s 
comer, which includes story times, bric-a-brac, 
books, homemade cards and soft toys, charity 
stalls, games for everyone, a dog show and an 
arena which will provide different entertainments. 

When you get hungry or thirsty you can choose 
from burgers, hot dogs, sandwiches, hot Welsh 
cakes and follow that with cakes or ice cream. 

The fun finishes at 3pm with the draw for the 
grand raffle. All this for only 50 pence per person 
entrance; children accompanied by adults free. 

Stamp fair 

BARRY Philatelic Society is holding a fair in 
the town. 

There will be stamps, postcards, and national 
dealers present. It takes place at the Highlight 
Community Centre at the rear of Tesco, Port Road, 


Cock o’ the 
Bristol 
Channel race 


A FLEET of historic 
Bristol Channel 
pilot cutters is 

coming to Barry 
Yacht Club to 

compete for the title 
of ‘Cock o’ the 
Bristol Channel’ 
from Friday to 

Saturday, May 2 - 
3. 

The boats are the 
original cutters, now over 
100 years old, 50 foot 
high and 80 foot long, 
and will recreate the 
glory years of pilot 
channel racing where 
they competed to get to 
incoming ships first to 
offer their services. 

The cutters have been 
maintained to such a 
standard that they are 
still able to complete this 
demanding race, run 
under the auspices of 
Barry Yacht Club. 

The cutters have 
become recognised 
world wide as one of the 
finest class of working 
sailing craft ever 
developed, required as 
they were to remain at 


sea in the Bristol 
Channel in all weathers. 

Courtesy of 

Associated British Ports, 
it is a rare opportunity to 
see the cutters as they 
arrive and lock in at 
about 8pm on Friday 
May 2, and leave at 8am 
the following morning. 

Weather permitting 
the race will start at 10am 
off the entrance to Barry 
Harbour, and an 
excellent view of the 
boats will be available 
from the footpath around 
Nell’s Point from about 
9am onwards. 

Howard Lavis of the 
Barry Yacht Club said: 
“The race is as hard 
fought for now as it was a 
century ago. Don’t miss 
a unique opportunity to 
see something very 
special! This will be a 
very special sight to 
witness with these 
majestic, beautiful boats 
sailing the Channel. It 
will be like going back in 
time.” 

Further details about 
the club can be found at 
www.barryyachtclub .co . 
uk. 



Our GEM Facebook winner for April 24 is: 


Ruth le Breton-gealy 

who correctly answered last week’s 
question in The GEM.The answer was: 

Friday 16th May 2014 


Our lucky winning reader, chosen at random 
wins a £25 prize voucher to spend with any 
advertiser in last week’s GEM. 


Our lucky winner has chosen to spend their 
prize with... 

St Mellons Nurseries 


The competition runs every week throughout 
2014 with a potential prize fund of £ 1, 150. 


REMEMBER TO LIKE US AND SHARE 
ON FACEBOOK: 

facebook.com/glamorgangem 

\ _ ^ 



Barry from 10am to 4.30pm on Saturday, May 3. 

Admission is 50p, refreshments will be 
available. 

The next fair will be on Saturday, November 15. 
For more details, telephone 01446 741026. 

Shadows Club 

ON May 3 at Penarth’s Conservative Club, 
Stanwell Road (029 2030 9979), south Wales 
Shadows Club’s meeting - play (use our PA, 
etc) or just to listen; licensed bar, 8pm. Usually 
£3; all are welcome. 

Computers for beginners 

COMPUTER-phobic people living in 
Communities First areas of Barry are being 
encouraged to fight their fear on a free four- 
week Agored Cymru accredited course. 

The Vale Council-led Barry Communities First 
team, in partnership with Vale of Glamorgan Adult 
and Community Learning, are launching a basic IT 
skills course in Barry Library on Monday, May 5 
from 10am to noon at Barry library. 

Flower club’s demonstration 

COWBRIDGE and District Flower Arrangers’ 
Club will meeet at 730pm on Wednesday, May 
7, in the Lesser Hall, Cowbridge Town Hall. 

Sharon Dower will give a demonstration 
entitled ‘In the Mood For’. 

Come, relax and enjoy the evening. A warm 
welcome awaits you. 

Harpeth Rising in Bridgend 

THE all-women American folk trio Harpeth 
Rising will be giving their first performance in 
Wales for Bridgend World Roots at the Cabo 


Llantwit pub’s 
beer festival 


A Llantwit Major pub is hosting a beer and 
cider festival over the bank holiday. 

The festival at the Old Swan Inn will also feature 
live music over the weekend from May 2-5. 

A spokesman said: ^^The list includes a selection 
from Grey Trees, Gower and Celt, and will be 
complemented by local bands, including Burning 


Bridges, The Peter Cronin Band, Cherry Five and 
SeafalT\ 




OCEAN LOUNGE 

PORTHKERRY 

WE ARE NOW OPEN: 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS 
& DAYTIME SUNDAYS 

Saturday 3rd May 

Great Entertainer 

Saturday 10th May 

CERIE ANN FOSTER 

Female Vocalist 

Saturday 17th May 

Sunday 18th May 

BEER & BOOT 

Live Music & Hair Metal Sensations 
j “12 BORE” Taking it to the max from 12 midday J 


Every Friday Karaoke, Games & 
Shenanigans with Friday Funday 


every Friday & Saturday 

Limited Speciai Offer 
SUNDAY LUNCH 

ONLY £2.99 - Bookings Only 


every Sunday from 12 midday 

To find us: click directions@www.firejoust.com 


yk 


Find us on 

facebook 


01446 710362/711538 


Roche Cafe Bar on May 8, at 8pm. 

Bridgend World Roots promotes the very best in 
world, roots, folk and Celtic music in the area. 

The Cabo Roche Cafe Bar is located at 5 Bells 
Road in Bridgend; admission is £8, more 
information on 01656 663555. 

Art society 

ON Thursday, May 8 at Cowbridge Art Society, 
local artist Shirley-Anne Owen will direct a 
practical painting session as a follow-up to last 
week’s demonstration. 

The society meets on Thursday evenings at the 
Old Hall, Cowbridge, 7pm to 9pm, and visitors 
and new members are welcome. For details of the 
society’s activities, see 
www.cowbridgeartsociety.com. 

Portbcawl shop’s 
‘frock swap’ event 

A FASHIONISTA’S Frock Swap is being held 
on Friday, May 9, from 7.30pm in the Green 
Room, upstairs in Sussed, James Street, 
Porthcawl. 

Entry (£3) includes a drinks and nibbles 
reception - alcoholic and non-alcoholic. 
Sustainable Wales organisers say the event is open 
to men and women. 

Life Is For Today (LIFT) 

THE LIFT self-help group offers support and 
friendship to those affected by breast cancer 
and meets in Cowbridge every other 
Wednesday between 10am and 1pm (and 
sometimes between 2pm and 4pm). 

Visiting speakers, special activities, relaxation 
therapies, and an opportunity to chat with others in 
a similar position are all on offer. 

The next meetings will be on Wednesday, May 
7 (10am to 1pm) and May 21 in the afternoon, for 
a talk on ‘Fatigue to Fabulous’. 

If you know of anyone who might benefit from 
this group, please call Anne on 01446 772843, or 
Jan 01446 774575. New members welcome. 

It’s My Sbout 

THIS year, in partnership with the Arts Council 
of Wales and Barry YMCA HUB, It’s My Shout 
is returning to Barry to make a short film for 


On your marks 
for Tenovus’ 
Goodnight Walk! 


OVER 300 walkers 
have already put 
their names down to 
light up the night in 
Cardiff on May 17 - 
and help make life 
better for people 
affected by cancer 
on the Tenovus 
Goodnight Walk. 

Last year, walkers 
raised over £40,000 for 
Tenovus and the 
Goodnight Walk for 2014 
is set to be even bigger 
and better! The five or 
10 -mile routes around 
the Welsh capital have 
plenty of entertainment 


to spur participants on! 

Bethan Palfrey, 
challenge event manager 
at Tenovus, said: “This 
year, our Goodnight 
Walk is back, bigger and 
better than ever with 
loads more exciting 
things planned for our 
walkers, making sure it’s 
going to be a very, very 
goodnight!” 

Registration is £12 
with a discounted rate for 
groups of four walkers. 

Enter yourself or your 
team at tenovus.org.uk or 
call 029 2076 8860 for 
more information. 


SPONSORED 

BIRDWATCH 


A SPONSORED 
birdwatch has been 
organised for 
Saturday, May 3, at 
Cosmeston 
Country Park. 

The event is open to 
all and runs from 
Ham to 1pm. The 
proceeds of the event 
will go to Valerius, a 
local charity that 
provides lifelong 
learning and leisure 
opportunities for 
people with a learning 
disability. 

Meet at the visitor 
centre at 10.45am. 
Sponsor forms and 
further details are 


available from 
Valerius on 01446 
746691 or by emailing 
steve@valeplus.org.uk. 


NANTGARW 
CHINAWORKS MUSEUM 

ANTIQUES 

FAIR 

Monday 5th May 

10.00am - 5.00pm 

at 

Nantgarw House 
NrTaffsWell 

(A470 Treforest turnoff) 
All proceeds to Nantgarw 
Chinaworks Trust 
Entrance Fee £1.50 
Refreshments Available 
Charity No. 1121606 


broadcast on BBC Cymru Wales. 

Young people will be offered production and 
acting opportunities on the film, giving them the 
chance to discover what working on a set is like, 
as well as meeting people in the industry who can 
provide advice and guidance on film and television 
opportunities. 

An information and registration evening takes 
place on May 8 at Barry YMCA from 7pm. 

Bridgend PACT 

A rOLICE and Communities Together (BACT) 
drop-in surgery will take place at Bridgend’s 
Asda store on May 9 from 10am - 12 noon. 

Scouts Remember 

ON May 11 at 2pm, members of the Scout and 
Guide Association’s Barry district will attend St 
Mary’s Church, Holton Road, Barry, for a 
service led by Father Ben Andrews to renew 
their Bromises and remember fallen members 
of both associations who have made the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

This will be a special service for both youth 
organisations, who will be joined by various ex- 
Service organisations, including the Royal British 
Legion. 

Following the service, members of both 
organisations and standards will form up on King’s 
Square and parade through the town to the 
Cenotaph at the memorial hall, where wreaths will 
be laid. Any ex-members of the organisations are 
welcome to attend. 

Garden party 

THE Cowbridge Marie Curie fundraising 
group is holding a party in the Cowbridge 
Fhysic Garden on May 16, at 6.30pm - 8.30pm. 
Tickets priced £15, to include canapes and a 
glass of champagne, are available from Davies 
the Newsagent and David Barnes the Dry 
Cleaners. 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot 
lottery draw 

number D824. 

£2,000: 753928. 

The rollover, which 
now stands at £10,500 
was not won this week. 

£10: 7 7 1 4 4 2, 

306685,605598,885398, 
514920,386209,653016, 
778568,424180,866803, 
502785,850630,127337, 
217972, 104988, 

217008,706474,738458, 
517400,849929. 

£5: 583140, 434272, 
512035,414372,618198, 
789826,679554,264596, 
639182,322243,237529, 


224632,340210,406390, 
753221,307291,394537, 
810309,565641,378012, 
885207, 582653, 

830925,820080,113928, 
249834,700519,409332, 
869952,843490,182040, 
285572,271225,734721, 
268918,404380,113517, 
162353,112216,312629, 
600281,139314,112538, 
150680,281930,802562, 
206528,805782,465471, 
789821,546722,159997, 
374451,771457,157020, 
441845,436161,318506, 
665891,000821. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or omissions 
contained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


BBC Bargain Huntjilming here both days 

Up to 1,000 stands inside Scoutside 

The Antiques Fair of Wales 

THE ROYAL SHOWGROUND 
LD2 3SY 

Sat 3rd Sc Sun 4th Maj 2014 

Warn-5pm admission £5. 

Early entry Sat 8.30am £10 

UK Si OVERSEAS EXHIBITORS IN TWO MASSIVE 
SIAND EITTED HATES AND BUILDINGS REUS THE 
OUTSIDE STANDS ATE ACROSS THE SHOWGROUND. 
Fine jewellery from £50-£10,000, furniture, longcase 
and bracket clocks, silver items, fine porcelain, 

, Derby, Linton, Moorcrf, Doulton etc. Toys, glass, 
linen, textiles, fine paintings by leading artists. Medals, 
militaria, stamps, postcards, prime coins and tens of 
thousands (f collectables. 

Disabled facilities • Restaurants • DogsWelcome 
WWW. continuityfairs. co. uk 
01584 873634 • 07703 558600 • 07831672211 
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jytrt wUt bg NO rto^cXiv^ avui waste ooUectio*^ 
ov^ Movu!lfl}j s May as a result of the May i>ay 
•^arOe HolWfly* 

This rueaus all coLlectlcus wUL be one day Later 
thaiA, usual uu*-ttL Saturday ic» May. 


TTT 


Ni cas 0 Uadau aUeyle**** « 0 wastrttff ddydd 

Uu*v s Mai oherwydd ^wyl x>y dd Mat. 

MPC Kuu yw 0cly0u y Cydd y eas0U«dau l 0yd 
ddtwmei yu hwyrach uo v arfcr yv wythu^s hcro^ 
hyd nt ddydd sadv/vu. to Mai. 




How green is YOUR garden? 

There’s still time to register for our new garden waste collection service. You'll get; 

‘ Collections from your kerbside 
' Reusable recyclir>g sacks 
* A great way to help the environment 

There « an artrual auhaerpoort cnarQa of £27 and canoMMoa are arsahsbia lor pahtionera 


Pa mor wyrdd yw eich gardd CHI? 


Oyw N ddim yn rhy hwyr I gofrestru ar gyfer ein gwasanaeth casglu gwastraff gardd newydd er mwyn cael: 

* Casgliadau o'ch cartref 
> Sachau allgytchu y gallwch eu hailddefnyddio 
® • Ffordd wych o helpu’r amgylchedd 


1 '^oKL’.tTlEbrm - Vi V™* 

Codir Ul t 
mM 9 o«i) 


To register 

1 gofrestru ffo 

01656 642 

call 

niwch 

1643 


INKIER 



For more information go to / I gael mwy o wyboOaetfi ewch i Mrw^.bridgend.gov uk or email f neu an^orYr^h e host a1 talktous^bridgend.gov.uk 
Text relay service / Gr^aaanaefh cyfoervid negeseuon testun 18001 (01656) 643643 Fodov^ liS on Ti/vitser / Dilyn^vtH r^ ar Twitter @:BridgendCBC 
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Designer furniture for every room 
at prices everyone can afford 








T 


Expect so much more than an average furniture store 


www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


Like us on facebook 


Land 

Tyi\i gM Bentiey ^ 

homestcDr^es il 


Unit 5, Freemans Park, 
Penarth Road, 

Cardiff, 

CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 


fw 


www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


homestores 

.co.uk ^ 

PENARTH ROAD 
k CARDIFF 


Over 21 years 
of unbeatable 
low low prices 


OPEN 

HOLIDAY 

MONDAY 


Opening Times Mon: 9.00am - 8.00pm Tue - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


1^^ 

takeupto^^P 

:J>U 

ft months 

"PREEci^it 

_ no interest no charges 

0% typical APR 


a 
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Recalling The Life 
and Times of a 
Liberated Woman 

by NANCY DAVIDGE (PART 7) 


WHEN my 
daughter passed 
the 11-plus, I asked 
what she would 
like as a reward, 
and she decided 
she would like to 
go to Rome. 

So that is what we 
did! It was the most 
rewarding experience - 
with the magnificence 
of St Peter’s, the 
Colosseum where so 
many poor souls had 
fought for their lives 
against the odds, and 
the romantic gesture of 
the coin throwing in the 
Trevi fountain. 

On my daughter’s 
sixth birthday, we 
bought her a miniature 
poodle, that would 
prove to be the 
beginning of a love 
affair with the breed. 

We had someone who 
would come to our 
home to clip ‘Popsy’ 
and her two puppies but 
one day I decided to 
have a go myself. 

Having bought the 
best equipment I could 
find, I didn’t do very 
well the first couple of 
times. I then went away 
to Bristol for a week’s 
professional training. 
After that, it just 
snowballed! I found 
suitable business 
premises and employed 
four trained girls to 
cope with the 400 dogs 
on my books. 

It was an extremely 
hectic time. I was also 
successful in the 
showing of my toy 
poodle Trushka at a 
number of London 
venues and at the cream 
of shows. Crufts. 

Although we did not 
win, it was worth the 
effort just to be there. 

My next adventure 


would take me to Kenya 
again to see the wildlife, 
this time, my brother 
would accompany me. 

You may wonder why 
my husband preferred 
not to travel abroad - I 
know it was the fear of 
again contracting 
malaria. 

On our way to 
Kenya, we had a short 
stopover in Rome and 
then in Uganda, where 
breakfast was prepared 
for everyone. 

We then continued to 
Nairobi, where we 
would stay for one week 
to see the wildlife, 
before continuing to 
Mombasa to enjoy the 
lovely facilities at the 
Mombasa Beach Hotel. 

How things have 
changed since my visit 
and I would be reluctant 
to visit the area again, 
since the bombing of 
Nairobi. 

It does help to have 
family members in 
certain countries. I 
have a nephew and a 
niece living in 
Bermuda, so I accepted 
an invitation to a 
wedding there. It is 
indeed a place full of 
romance. 

The guild to which I 
belonged when I lived 
in London invited 
members to write an 
essay on how we could 
best help the 
underdeveloped 
countries. 

Encouraged by my 
husband, I entered the 
competition and was 
surprised when I won 
for the London area. It 
meant having to go to 
Stanford Hall, which is 
the international college 
for all co-ops in the 
country. 

I based my idea on 
the Red Farm, which 



COMMUNITY 

NEWS 

Your local correspondent is 

N^CY DAVIDGE 

“Tynewydd”, Llangan. 
(01656) 860303 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 


Well cleared! 
Congratulations to 
the people who 
have cleared the 
weeds and 

overhanging 
branches of trees on 
the road near the 
river bridge. 

This will allow 
residents to walk their 
dogs in safety along this 
very busy road. The 
whole of the adjoining 
playing field is also 
looking good. 

Well done to the 
people responsible. 
Now the Vale Council 


should play its part and 
begin repairing the many 
potholes in and around 
the village. There are 
still many on the road 
leading to Llangan. 

Well attended 

THIS year’s Easter 
morning service at St 
Mary Hill church was 
well attended by local 
parishioners and 
others from further 
afield. Again, a big 
thank you to Mary 
Lloyd for her efforts in 
providing breakfast for 
everyone, as it was so 
early in the morning 
(6am!). 


DID YOU KNOW... 
You can follow The 
GEM on Twitter? 
Find us at: 
@gem_news 


began in the years prior 
to the Second World 
War, when unemployed 
people from the Valleys 
came to Llangan to 
work in local 
greenhouses and shared 
in the profits. 

The houses built to 
house the farm workers 
were at that time 
charging a few shillings 
a week rent. Of course, 
when the Second World 
War started a number of 
the original employees 
left the land to find war 
work and a higher 
wage. 

I had an open 
invitation to visit the 
Seychelles from the 
Minister of the Interior, 
who was one of the 
group from the United 
Nations. 

When I returned to 
my home and continued 
my work in the poodle 
parlour, I was asked to 
speak to other guilds in 
the London area about 
my experience at the 
college. 

I did this for a time 
then I was invited to 
speak on other subjects. 
I replied that I would 
talk on ‘My Poodle and 
r and it became an 
instant success. 

I would take two 
poodles with me and 
sometimes three. I 
began getting requests 
from the east coast. It 
was becoming too much 
so I had to eventually 
stop as it was not being 
fair to my husband and 
my employees. 

Next week, my 
American experience! 


New plans for Vale 
libraries could 
trigger war of words 


A WAR of words is likely in the 
next few weeks as the Vale Council 
considers proposals to reconfigure 
library services - a move that 
hopes to save £500,000 from the 
council’s budget. 

While unions representing staff are 
concerned about proposed reduced opening 
hours, and the consequent cut in wages, the 
council is presenting the new plan in a 
much more positive light, describing it as a 
“radical redesign”. 

The plan was considered by the Vale 
Council cabinet on Monday (April 28) and 
the cabinet is emphasising that no decision 
will be taken until after a consultation 
period. 

A council spokesman said: “The radical 
redesign looks to bring the Vale’s library 
services into the 21st century. The plans, 
informed by the recent library review will 
see Wi-Fi service upgraded and extended 
and digital services such as e-books pushed 
to the fore. 

“Under the proposals, no libraries in the 
Vale will close but instead new proposals to 
work in partnership with communities can 
be agreed”. 

St Athan, Dinas Powys, Sully and 
Wenvoe are the ones which could become 
community libraries, run in partnership 
between local volunteers with support from 
the council. 

This option will be dependent upon 
further negotiations and consultation with 
various organisations and community 
councils in the areas concerned. 

The council suggests that partnerships on 
this model could even see libraries opened 
out of hours for book clubs or children’s 
activities as a result of extra flexibility. 

However, the council is clearly hoping to 
make significant savings by cutting the 
opening hours of five main libraries - 
Barry, Cowbridge, Llantwit Major, Penarth 
and Rhoose. 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


The report considered by the cabinet said 
that ‘footfall’ in libraries is low in the early 
morning and later in the day, so these are 
where the cuts in opening hours will fall. 

It seems unlikely that libraries will open 
before 10am, and they will also close 
earlier. 

The Welsh Conservative Assembly 
Leader, Andrew RT Davies, is concerned 
about this and said: “Libraries play a vital 
role in our communities and while that role 
has changed over the years, they remain 
important for both cultural and social 
reasons. 

“It’s not just about making books 
available and fostering a love of reading, 
whether for pleasure or educational 
purposes. 

“Libraries are social and cultural 
community hubs - hosting community 
groups, schoolchildren and providing 
access to the internet for job seekers or 
families who are not online. 

“I have deep concerns over these plans. 
Whilst understanding the need to make 
savings at council level, I worry that 
restricting opening hours and cutting the 
budget for books will make libraries less 
accessible to the community. 

“These plans are due to affect opening 
hours at five libraries and I would urge 
people from Barry, Penarth, Cowbridge, 
Llantwit Major and Rhoose who use these 
services to write to their local councillors 
and make their views known.” 

Coun Neil Moore, Leader of the Vale 
Council, said: “The way in which our 
residents use libraries is changing. This 
fact, coupled with the financial pressures 
that the council is currently facing, has 
prompted a radical re-think of how we 
provide library services. 

“The outcome of this is a new way of 
working that will not only secure the future 
of all of the Vale’s libraries, but also 


broaden their appeal to bring in a new 
generation of library users. 

“I would urge anyone interested to read 
the cabinet report in full and not listen to 
any rumours, or false and misleading 
information, that appears to be spreading 
on this subject, ” Coun Moore stated. 

“It should be emphasised that there will 
be full consultation on the ‘proposed 
strategy’, which looks to find innovative 
solutions to the huge financial pressures 
facing local authorities across Wales, rather 
than just closing services down. 

“The council is fully committed to the 
future of library services and has also 
committed over £300,000 to refurbish 
library buildings to ensure a quality service 
for local residents, and we will continue to 
do everything within our power to support 
the Vale”s libraries.” 

Coun Chris Franks of Plaid, who 
represents Dinas Powys, said: “The way 
that the community and the staff have been 
treated is very worrying. Local councillors 
have been kept in the dark. 

“To say that libraries are closing 
elsewhere is not a reason to downgrade 
Dinas Powys or, indeed, other Vale 
libraries. In fact, there has just been a 
government grant to improve libraries 
across Wales, including Llantwit as well as 
Grangetown. 

“Having behaved in this manner, why 
does the Vale think that volunteers will now 
step into the breach and assist? 

“There is a lot of anger in Dinas Powys 
about the attitude of the Vale Council and 
goodwill is now in short supply.” 

The council plans will also see a ‘pop¬ 
up’ library service started in the Barry 
area. This service, which will be run by the 
Vale Council in partnership with Barry 
Town Council, will visit care homes and 
community centres and enable residents 
with mobility issues to access library 
services, lost when the previous Vale-wide 
service was withdrawn. 


Bonhams 




1 




General Antiques Valuations 


Bonhams will be in the 
areas of Cowbridge, 

Penarth, Llantwit Major and 
surrounding villages of the 
Vale of Glamorgan for home 
valuations. 

Enquiries & Appointments 
029 2072 7980 
cardiff@bonhams.com 


Bonhams 

7-8 Park Place, 

Cardiff CF10 3DP 

A French 18th century 
ormolu-mounted tulipwood, 
kingwood and fruitwood 
marquetry commode in the 
manner of Frangois de Cuvillies 
Sold for £38,750 


International Auctioneers and Valuers - bonhams.com/cardiff 

Values stated include buyer’s premium. Details can be found at bonhams.com 



HAIRDRESSING, 
BEAUTY 
& WEDDING 
PHOTOGRAPHY 


OPEN DAY 

Thursday 8th May, 

8am til 4pm 

Enjoy a glass of bubbly! 
All welcome. 

Debbie & Wayne welcome you 
Over 30 years experience in 
qualified hairdressing & an 
award winning photographer. 

l^'ioyrDrs'c^o'uNVvOu'cHiV''^ 

I FOR ALL HAIRDRESSING APPOINTMENTS . 

I Please bring this voucher with you 

6 New Barn, Flemingston, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 4QL 


0844 500 3537 

WWW.PINUPSCOWBRIDGE.COM 


HAIRDRESSING 

WEDDING 

PACKAGES 

WITH A TWIST 

MAKEOVERS 

SPRAY TAN 

RELAXATION 

DAYS 

PROM 

PACKAGES 

WEDDING 

PHOTOGRAPHY 
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Tractor run for Ed Evans cause 








f 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE EROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage @tiscali.co. uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co.uk 




ON Sunday, April 27, the 
Glamorgan Ploughing and 
Hedging Society held its annual 
tractor run in support of the Ed 
Evans Foundation charity. 

There was a smaller turnout than in 
previous years, with 35 tractors leaving 
Frank Sutton’s yard in St Mary Hill at 
1030am. 

The lunch break was taken at the 


Brackla Cafe on the Coity Industrial 
Estate, where the needs of the tractor 
drivers and the followers were taken 
care of. 

One of the outfits was an 
international tractor with an odd sign 
printed on the bonnet ^^Shoes must be 
worn when driving this tractor'\ 

On further inquiry, it was discovered 
that this tractor had come from a nudist 


colony! We were told that the new 
owner’s good lady had made it quite 
clear that she had no intention of 
driving the tractor until the tractor seat 
was replaced! 

Thanks were extended to Frank 
Sutton and staff for the use of their site, 
and it was confirmed that the tractor 
run had raised in excess of £450 for the 
charity. BG 


Vale will be a test 
case for Assembly 
bus network trial 


PUBLIC IS URGED: 

^Take extra 
care during 
firefighters’ 
strike action’ 


THE Vale has been 
selected as a trial 
area for a Welsh 
Government study 
on how to improve 
rural bus networks. 

Transport Minister 
Edwina Hart announced 
two trials, where the 
Vale Council, and also 
Ceredigion, will each 
receive £100,000 to 
tackle the problem of 
rural networks. 

The trials will run for 
a year and be evaluated 
by the Bus Policy 
Advisory Group, who 
will then advise the 
Minister on what 
schemes could be rolled- 
out nationally. 

The Vale Council is to 
investigate a number of 
schemes, including: 

• How to encourage 
new fare-paying 
passengers to use rural 
public transport. 

• Establishing a 
scheduling and booking 
system for public 
transport, with ICT 


ALL are welcome to 
a jumble sale in aid 
of local charity 
Route 66 at 
Peterston Village 
Hall on Saturday, 
May 17, from 10am. 

The Route 66 Appeal 
is a progressive charity 
aiming to raise money 
for young people with 
life-limiting conditions, 
and a short life 
expectancy in Wales. 

It helps sick 16-30 
year olds live life to the 
full for their limited 
number of years and also 
provides specialist 
medical and practical 
support. 

Eunding is difficult for 
these young people and 


support, reflecting the 
Green Links services. 

• Identifying on-road 
infrastructure 
improvements, such as 
bus stops. 

• Establishing a 
collaborative team to 
manage services to 
reduce costs. 

• Evaluate the 
potential for discounted 
bus travel for young 
people and those not in 
employment, education 
or training. 

Andrew RT Davies, 
the Leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives, said the 
money was welcome, 
but little more than a 
“sticking-plaster”. 

He said: “Rural bus 
services have been 
devastated by Welsh 
Government cuts of over 
£24 million and the 
impact here in the Vale 
has been particularly 
profound. 

“Whilst this money is 
welcome, it is a 
miniscule fraction of the 
cash lost so far by 
operators who have in 


often help from Route 66 
is the key to their 
happiness. So please 
come along to support its 
founders in their attempt 
to improve services. 

You can find out more 
about the Route 66 
Appeal via Twitter - 
connect to 

@route66projects. 

Any help you can give 
will benefit these young 
people who live everyday 
life with huge challenges 
and who would just like 
to do the things that 
other young people take 
for granted. 

www.Justgiving .com/vict 
oria-lidstone. 

Gina Groom 
07968 24 78 23 


turn withdrawn 
numerous local routes. 

“It is asking a lot of 
the Vale council to turn 
bus services around with 
this sum - akin to 
sending a fire fighter in 
to tackle a forest fire 
with a damp flannel.” 

Mr Davies said the 
focus on increasing take- 
up of rural services was 
welcome - but missed 
the point that in many 
areas there simply are no 
bus services: 

“I welcome the focus 
on encouraging local 
people to use rural bus 
routes more regularly 
but in some instances 
there simply are no 
buses for them to use. 

“I genuinely hope that 
these schemes are 
successful because it is 
vital that people can 
access work, education 
and other public services 
but recent cuts to 
funding by the Welsh 
Government have hit the 
Vale hard. 

“The Minister needs 
to go further and look 
again at the new system 
they have introduced to 
calculate operators’ 
subsidies.” 


AS firefighters 
announce further 
industrial action 
over the Bank 
Holiday weekend, 
the Assistant Chief 
Fire Officer of South 
Wales Fire and 
Rescue Service 
(SWFRS) is urging 
communities to be 
‘extra vigilant’ at 
home and on the 
roads. 

Strike action is 
planned on May 2, 
between noon and 5pm; 
May 3, from 2pm until 
2am the following 
morning; and May 4, 
from 10am until 3pm. 

Assistant Chief Fire 
Officer, Rod 

Hammerton, stressed: 
“Whilst South Wales 
Fire and Rescue 
Authority understand 
why staff are taking 
industrial action, the 
fire and rescue 
authority has a duty 
and an obligation to 
ensure that the 


provision of services to 
the public remains as 
unaffected as is 
reasonably practicable. 

“The strike dates 
coincide with a bank 
holiday weekend when 
historically people tend 
to make the most of the 
holiday period be it 
travelling, socialising or 
barbecuing with family 
and friends. 

“During this period, 
we urge our 
communities to be extra 
vigilant as they go 
about their business, as 
regrettably the number 
of SWFRS staff 
expected to make a 
protest is high and will 
also include operational 
staff. 

“This reduction in 
resources will mean 
SWFRS will not be able 
to provide the same 
high level of response to 
fires and other 
emergencies and as 
such life critical 
incidents will be 
responded to as a 
priority”. 


Craft fair helps the 
‘Bullies Out’ charity 


AFTER enjoying its first year 
celebration on April 5, when 
many visitors were able to 
share the delicious cake 
provided, Enfys Craft Fairs 
starts its second year on 
Saturday May 3 at St Ffransis, 
Millennium Hall, Park Road, 
Barry. 

A spokeswoman said: “The fair has 
many exciting local crafts, hot drinks, 
and snacks to buy and enjoy; entry is 
free and open to visitors from 10am to 
4pm. 

“The charity for April, Velindre 


cancer hospital, was pleased to raise 
over £100 selling the knitted chicks 
with a chocolate egg inside; £55 was 
also raised for Velindre from a themed 
cake made, donated and raffled by 
Kathy Hinton of West End Cakes. 

“The charity for May 3 craft fair 
will be ‘Bullies Out’, founded by 
Linda James in May 2006. 

“Bullies Out is a time-limited, 
solution-focused anti-bullying service 
which provides just that.” 

For more information, contact 
Beryl on 01446 418695, or Cyril on 
01446 400149. 


ROUTE 66 JUMBLE 
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Top volunteer Gay a guest at No 10! 



Gay Fifield with Alun Cairns at No 10. 


VALE resident Gay 
Fifield joined Alun 
Cairns MP on a 
visit to Number 10 
Downing Street, in 
honour of her 
outstanding 
contribution as a 
volunteer in the 
community. 

Mr Cairns nominated 
Mrs Fifield to attend the 
reception in recognition 
of her dedication to 
serving her community. 
She runs a number of 


community initiatives 
from the Age Connect 
(formerly Age Concern) 
shop on Holton Road, 
Barry, which includes 
the Friends and 
Neighbours group. Mrs 


hard work and service to 
the community. There is 
no doubt that so many 
benefit from Gay’s 
support. Without her 
involvement, there 
would be a significant 


Fifield also ran the Barry number of older people 


Top chef will mark 
Topstak anniversary 


ADVERTISING 

PROMOTION 


WOODSTOVE and interiors 
specialist, Topstak, is celebrating 
the first anniversary of the opening 
of its new showroom in the Vale of . . , . 

Glamorgan, with a special open day 'iT'' fe “ ^ 

onMayl0,froml0am -5pm 

One of the key attractions of the day opportunity to sample Topstak’s 
will be a series of exciting and fabulous home-made cakes in the 
informative cooking demonstrations by Gallery Cafe. 

top chef Steven Evans, who trained at pi^s, there’s the famed Topstak stove 
Nigel Haworth’s Michelin-starred selection, interior specialities such as 
restaurant, Northcote. designer kitchens, beautiful lights and 

Steven will be carrying out the stylish cookware. 
demos on Topstak’s Esse range “We are looking forward to seeing 
cookers, located upstairs in the our many existing customers, and 
Gallery Cafe; and will also be showing meeting new visitors who want to see 
the public how to create fabulous what we offer, “ says Topstak director, 
meals on the innovative Esse Eire Adam Pedersen. 

Stone outdoor oven. “The open day will provide an 

The Big Green Egg Barbecue system opportunity for customers to see our 
caused a stir when it was launched last full range, which includes many new 
year, as it is really easy to control and products. 

can be used all year round. The cooking demos, we hope, will 

On May 10, Topstak will be giving provide visitors to the showroom with 
customers the opportunity to sample helpful and interesting tips.” 
some delicious beer can chicken Topstak - 01446 771 567 - 

cooked on this intriguing smoke-free www.topstak.co.uk. 


Hospital League of 
Friends for many years. 

“I was so pleased to 
nominate Gay for this 
reception. The Prime 
Minister hosted the 
event and it was a lovely 
evening,” the MP 
reported. 

“Gay is a hard¬ 
working individual 
whom I have met on 
several occasions at Age 
Connect’s senior health 
shop on Holton Road 
and the friendship group 
she runs for people over 
60. 

“She is an inspiration 
and this goes a small 
way to recognising her 


who would be isolated.” 

Mrs Fifield said: “I 
had a lovely time and 
had an opportunity to 
chat to the Prime 
Minister. We talked 
about Barry specifically, 
and the importance of 
community groups. 

“He also recalled his 
many visits to Barry and 
said that he was looking 
forward to bringing the 
US President to Wales 
later this year for the 
NATO Summit. 

“He pointed out that a 
serving US President has 
never visited Wales 
before.” 


Wild boars 
on the loose 
in Maesteg! 


chances of 
‘Llangynwyd 
becoming famous? 

At the time of writing, 
42 wild boar (23 adults 
and 19 ‘boarlets’) are on 


IN 1 9 9 8, 

newspapers around 
the UK were 

captivated by the 
tale of the 

‘Tamworth Two’ - a 
pair of porkers who 
escaped from an 
abattoir near 

Malmesbury, 

Wiltshire. 

There was even a 

movie - released in charge anyone who tries 


the animals licence and had 
42’ the necessary fencing in 
place to prevent escapes. 

Wild boars are usually 
nocturnal, foraging in 
early morning or late 


the loose in the Maesteg ^^ftemoon and evening 
area after fences were cut 


at a farm in Llangynwyd. 

South Wales Police are 
warning that although the 
animals are not 


Speaking on the radio, 
BBC Wales naturalist 
lolo Williams said that 
the animals were nervous 


immediate threat to and were difficult to find 
public safety, they may once they found a 


2004 - although it was 
hardly a blockbuster. 

So, what are the 


Enfys Craft fair helps 
'Bullies Out" charity 

AFTER enjoying its first year over £100 by selling the knitted chicks 
celebration on April 5, when with a chocolate egg inside; £55 was 
many visitors were able to also raised for Velindre from a themed 
share some delicious cake, cake made, donated and raffled by 
Enfys Craft Fairs starts its Kathy Hinton of West End Cakes, 
second year this Saturday, May The charity for the May 3 craft fair 
3, at St Ffransis, Millennium will be ‘Bullies Out’, founded by 
Hall, Park Road, Barry. Linda James in May 2006. 

The fair has many exciting local Bullies Out is a time-limited, 
crafts to peruse, delicious hot drinks solution-focused anti-bullying service 
and snacks to buy and enjoy, entry is 

free and open to visitors from 10am to ^ ^ ^ , 

For more information, contact Beryl 

The charity for April, Velindre on 01446 418695, or Cyril on 01446 
Cancer Hospital, was pleased to raise 400149. 


suitable area of 
to approach them, as the woodland, 
boars will be He recounted that he 
disorientated, confused had once taken a BBC 
and are not used to being ^rew to the Forest of 


out of their pens 

Inspector Paul 

Thomas said: “These 
animals are recognised as 
posing a potential threat. 
People 


Dean, where wild boar 
are well established, and 
it had taken three days to 
get one of the animals on 


should take as camera 

He added that boar m 


much care as possible. 

“We are investigating Forest of Dean stay 
the criminal damage and on the English side of the 
the release of dangerous border, because the 
wild animals, which can Welsh Government has a 
‘shoot to kill’ policy. 

• Any sightings should 
be reported to South 
Wales Police on 101 or 


sentence 


carry 
prison. 

“Six people have been 
arrested in connection to 
this incident and are , . , 

currently in police alternatively ring 


custody pending further 
investigation, 


Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 


A police spokesperson 555 111 or 

said that the owner of the www.crimestoppers- 


farm holds a dangerous uk.org/give-information. 


FREE uPVC FRONT DOOR 

WITH ALL PACKAGES OF 5 OR MORE WINDOWS! 


ANY A-RATED WINDOW. 

ANY SIZE. ONE AMAZING PRICE. 

Look at the table below to see how much it will cost to replace your windows 
with our 'A' rated energy efficient windows. 


Kwales^ 


MAKE YOUR HOME LOOK BETTER 
THAN YOUR NEIGHBOURS 

With coloured frames and decorative glass options - 
completely individual to your home! 


I 


DOUBLE GLAZED WINDOWS 

ANY WINDOW ANY SIZE ONE PRICE 

60 Monthly 
payments fixed 
at 0.69% of 

Package 

price 

5 Windows Any Size + FREE UPVC DOOR 

£58.78 

£2,745 

6 Windows Any Size + FREE UPVC DOOR 

£69.99 

£3,294 

/Windows Any Size + FREE UPVC DOOR 

£81.19 

£3,843 

8 Windows Any Size + FREE UPVC DOOR 

£92.40 

£4,392 

9 Windows Any Size + FREE UPVC DOOR 

£103.60 

£4,941 

10 Windows Any Size + FREE UPVC DOOR 

£114.81 

£5,490 






Worked finance example for 6 Double Glazed Windows and a FREE door: Cash price £4,074.00. Pay £85.91 for 60 months. Charge for credit £1,080.60.Total amount payable £5,154.60 
at 9.5% Typical APR, equivalent to a fixed rate of only 0.69% per month. Finance available on orders for windows and doors over £1,000, subject to status. Free door is a standard UPVC 
panel door, upgrades available at extra cost. 


Window prices are based on white both sides on casement windows, standard colours 
available at a small additional cost, please ask for details. 

ADDITIONAL PACKAGES ARE AVAILABLE, 
CONTACT US FOR MORE DETAILS. 



01633 479 573 


Unit 1 York Park, Bridgend Industrial Estate, 
Bridgend CF31 3TB 

Opening Soon 


Part of the G2S Group Ltd Calls charged at a local rate from landlines, mobile costs vary, consult your provider. VSnAnV.gZSWdlGS.CO.Ulc 


10YEAR GUARANTEE ON ALL PRODUCTS ♦ FREE QUOTES 


The G2S Group reserve the right to withdraw any offer without prior notice. Photographs and illustrations are for illustrative purposes only, and the copyright belongs to C2S Group Ltd. Each section of a bay 
window counts as one window. Colours and finishes available at extra cost. Finance available on all orders over £1000, subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Maximum window size 2.4m x 1.5m. 


0 iFENSAl 


^ pm 
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INSPIRING THE VALE: 
New grants available 
for young entrepreneurs 



YOUNG entrepreneurs up 
to the age of 30 in the Vale 
of Glamorgan, are being 
given the chance to secure 
a grant of up to £3,000 to 
launch their own business. 
Over £60,000 is available 
during the coming year. 

‘Inspiring the Vale Bursaries’ 
led by Creative Rural 
Communities, the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council’s rural 
regeneration initiative, has been 
re-opened to provide assistance to 
young people looking to 
implement their ideas for 
businesses or community 
enterprises. 

The project began originally 
between 2008 and 2011, 
supporting 23 new businesses - 
from barbers to photographers 
and from caterers to those 
specialising in renewable energy. 

Many of those businesses have 
continued to grow and now 


employ staff of their own and the 
Creative Rural Communities team 
is hoping to attract new young 
entrepreneurs to take advantage 
of the project. 

“We are delighted to announce 
the re-opening of this grant 
scheme to support new business 
development across the Vale of 
Glamorgan,” Said Coun Lis 
Burnett, cabinet member for 
regeneration, innovation, 
planning and transportation. 

“The aim of the scheme is to 
encourage innovation, with an 
emphasis on support and 
encouragement and we hope we 
see many more success stories 
following in the footsteps of 
those young people who received 
funding in the initial phase and 
are now running successful 
businesses”. 

Speaking at a briefing for 
organisations supporting young 
people in Barry, Nia Hollins, 
Senior Rural Regeneration 


Officer at Creative Rural 
Communities, added: “This is a 
fantastic opportunity for young 
people living in the Vale of 
Glamorgan. The chance to secure 
a bursary can be invaluable to 
making a business idea a reality. 

“Everyone needs help starting 
out in order to develop. Some of 
the businesses that received 
grants through the original project 
are now employing staff of their 
own. 

“It just goes to show how 
small projects like this can make 
a huge difference in the 
community.” 

• Grants of up to £3,000 are 
available to young people, up to 
the age of 30 living in the Vale of 
Glamorgan, or have done so in 
the past and would like to 
establish a business there. 

To find out more about Inspire 
Vale Bursaries, visit: 
www.creativeruralcommunities .CO 
.uk 


The Stagecoach youngsters 
sing along with the stars! 



‘AN evening of 
movies and 

musicals’ was 
performed at St 
David’s Hall in 
Cardiff on 

Saturday, April 26. 

The packed 

auditorium enjoyed 
unforgettable 
performances from 
Wynne Evans (Welsh 
tenor, ‘Go Compare’), 
Nathan James (ITV’s 
‘Superstar’) Sandra 
Marvin {Hair spray, 
Chicago) and Sabrina 
Aloueche {Les 

Miserables, We Will Rock 
You). 

Alongside this star 
line-up, students from 
Stagecoach Theatre 


schools in Bridgend, 
Cowbridge and Cardiff 
also performed with 
professionalism and 
talent. 

The ‘Performance 
Troupe’ impressed with 
two show-stopping 
medleys from Top Hat 
and Haifa Sixpence, and 
a further 70 Stagecoach 
children sang with great 
energy and skill in the 
concert choir. 

All performers were 
accompanied by 

conductor and concert 
producer Matthew J 
Hampson and his 
incredible orchestra. A 
night to remember for all 
involved both on stage 
and in the audience. 

LR 


ABOVE: 

Performance Troupe ready to perform 
items from ^TopHaP. 


Bargains in 
spring fayre 


FAMOUS for over 
50 years for stalls 
full of bargains, this 
year will be no 
exception at St 
Paul’s spring fayre. 

On sale will be toys, 
books, DVDs and CDs, 
gifts and cards, home¬ 
made cakes, bric-a-brac, 
sweets, crafts and bottle 
stall. 

There will be a raffle 
with first prize of £50 


and many other prizes. 

Doors open on 
Saturday, May 10 at 2pm 
at St Paul’s Church Hall 
in St Paul’s Avenue, 
Barry. Admission is 50p 
and entry for all children 
is free. 

All proceeds from the 
fayre are to help the 
continuing work of the 
Barry Churches of St 
Paul’s and Merthyr 
Dyfan. 


Disney 
sparkles 
on Ice! 


I T’S for the kids, 
right? I mean, 
how much fun 
can an adult expect 
to derive from 
Disney on Ice - an 
ice-skating 
interpretation of 
some of the most 
successful of 
Disney’s films? 

Well, the short answer 
is: quite a lot actually, 
but half of the 
enjoyment is obtained 
from gazing at your 
children’s faces as they 
watch the show in 
wonder - and the other 
half from watching the 
show itself. 

Disney On Ice 
presents Worlds of 
Fantasy at Cardiff’s 
Motorpoint Arena, 
reproduced elements 
from four of Disney’s 
most successful films 
from recent years: 
Lightning McQueen, 
Mater and the crew of 
Disney/Pixar’s Cars race 
across the ice, before we 
dive into The Little 
Mermaid’s enchanting 
undersea kingdom. 

Then there is a visit 
to the mystical world of 
Pixie Hollow with 
Tinker Bell and the 
Disney Eairies, before 
the show turns to Toy 
Story 3, where Buzz 
Lightyear, Woody, Jessie 
and the rest of the gang 
escape from over- 
enthusiastic tots (and the 
totalitarian regime) at 
Sunnyside Daycare - 
and your guides for this 
journey are none other 


than Mickey, Minnie, 
Donald and Goofy. 

Now, your five-year 
old may well not know 
who the latter four are, 
but they will certainly 
find some of their 
favourites somewhere, 
and highlights include 
Ariel’s underworld 
kingdom being brought 
to life with skaters using 
shimmering blue banners 
to create waves, the cast 
of Cars sliding across 
the ice. Barbie and Ken 
skating to sounds of 
Kung Eu Eighting and 
Toy Story’s green 
soldiers dancing to The 
Toys Are Back In Town. 

Perhaps the Tinkerbell 
section is a little long, 
perhaps the merchandise 
wasn’t that cheap, 
perhaps £8 is a little too 
much for a bag of 
popcorn, but in years to 
come, will you really 
remember that or the 
sparkle in your 
children’s eyes - 
because there is certainly 
something here that your 
child will find magical. 

RF 

THE lucky winners of 
family tickets to Disney 
on Ice Worlds of 
Fantasy at Cardiffs 
Motoropoint Arena 
were: Mrs T Burton, 
Corntown; Reese 

Convery, Barry; Mrs L 
Reid, Llantwit Major; 
and Kerry Batchelor, 
Barry. 

• Congratulations to 
the winners. Watch out 
for more exciting 
competitions in The 
GEM! 


WWW.swoosh. 

me.uk 
needs YOU! 


WWWSWOOSHM 
E.UK, the youth 
information and 
advice site for the 
Vale, is looking for 
new editorial group 
members. 

Swoosh, an online 
channel offering 

information, advice and 
guidance for all young 
people aged ll-to-25, is 
part of the National 
Information and Advice 
Service in Wales called 
CLIC online. Local 
county websites are 
being developed as part 
of the ‘All Wales’ network 
to share information, 
gain support and 
empower young people 
to express themselves. 


The website is also 
supported by the Welsh 
Government. 

Part of the Swoosh 
website is to have a 
Swoosh editorial group 
of interested young 
people who can steer the 
website and content. 
This group meets once a 
month in person to 
discuss the running of the 
websites and act as 
reporters, gaining skills 
and experience along the 
way at the Vibe 
Experience warehouse, 
where they are provided 
with iMac laptops. 

Contact the Swoosh 
Editor, Beckie Jordan on 
01446 700622 or email 
beckie @ vibe experience .c 


CLASSES FOR ELDERLY 

A NEW weekly Pilates class will be starting 
on Eriday, May 9 at Llanblethian Village 
Hall from 1130am-1230pm. 

“Each class will cost £4.50 and the chair-based 
programme helps older people develop strength and 
enhance their ability to function better in daily life,” 
a spokesperson explained. 

New weekly classes in strength and balance for 
older people will start on May 9 at Penllyn Village 
Hall from lOam-llam and costs £4.50 per class. 


GEM ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 

In Business 
Update 


Free bicycle 
safety checks for 
the summer 

I F you’re organising a summer fete, 
fun day, health promotion event, bike 
week or charity ride then Vale Cycle 
Servicing can attend and carry out free 
Dr Bike safety checks on all cycles 
presented along with advice and 
guidance for getting back in the saddle. 

Dr Bike can be added as an additional attraction 
and to encourage people to travel there by bicycle. 
If you would like further information or want to 
book us for your event then please contact us, 
either by calling on 07812 033 064 or by email to 
Peter@ ValeCycleServicing .co .uk. 
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Perfect mix 
of dance and 
exercise 


S TREET FIT is 
the first dance 
fitness 

programme in 
Wales that blends a 
perfect mix of edgy 
dance moves and 
intense fat-burning 
exercise for adults 
of all ages and 
abilities (children 
over 15 years 
welcome). 

The moves are broken 
down and easy to pick 
up. The class will insure 
you: develop 
cardiovascular fitness; 


improve your health and 
well-being; strengthen 
and tone muscles; 
improve your balance 
and flexibility; bum up 
to 600 calories per 
session; and most of all, 
get into shape while 
having fun. 

So why not give your 
licensed street fit 
instructor Charlotte a 
call today, to secure 
your place on 
07599345602? With the 
mention of this advert, 
you will have your first 
class for £2; classes 
after that will be £3.50 
per session. 


SrSTREETFIT' 

THE NEW DANCE CRAZE 
THE FIRST DANCE FITNESS 
PROGRAMME IN WALES 
Every Thursday 7-8pm at 
Crossways Methodist Church 
(behind Hoiton Rd Schooi) 
Contact your licenced Street Fit Instructor 

CHARLOTTE on 07599 345602 

for any queries or to secure your place 


U nemployment 
falls in the Vale 

UNEMPLOYMENT has fallen again in 
the Vale in the latest figures published by 
the Office for National Statistics. 

The number of unemployed claimants in Vale 
constituency in March 2014 was 1,929, a claimant 
count rate of 4.1 per cent. The number of claimants 
is 339 lower than this time last year. 

Local MP Alun Cairns MP said: “This is good 
news for us locally and shows that although the 
economic climate is still tough there is cause for 
gentle optimism.” 
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In Business Update . ^ 


Llantwit Major entrepreneur 
is a true business inspiration 



Author Alison Stokes (second left) with Layla Bennett of Hawksdrift Falconry (left), NLP therapist 
Kevin Arnold, Glynn Pegler, CEO of Culture Group and Nathan Dicks of Rewise Learning. 


K evin Arnold from Liantwit 
Major, who launched his own 
therapy practice after 30 years of 
working for BT, is one of a dozen 
entrepreneurs featured in Be Your Own 
Boss, a new book launched as part of the 
2014 Quick Reads series. 

Written by Alison Stokes, it is a collection of 

Momentum Coaching 

' Improve your life... make quick and lasting changes 

Kevin Arnold NLP Practitioner | 

Face To Face • Skype • Phone 
I • STOP Smoking • Work/Life BALANCE 

• STOP Stressing Out • CONFIDENCE Building 
I • STOP Unwanted Habits t BETTER Relationships 
T: 07766 018831 

I E: momentum-coaching@hotmail.co.uk 
W: momentum-coaching.co.uk 

Quote CEM’for exclusive special discount offer 


inspirational stories from entrepreneurs from all 
over Wales. 

The book was launched in February at The 
Senedd by Minister for Education, Huw Lewis. 
Quick Reads are available from bookshops, 
libraries and online at www.gwales.com. 

Kevin retrained in Neuro-Linguistic 
Programming (NLP) and in 2011 launched 
Momentum Coaching. 

He now offers therapy and coaching sessions to 
clients to help them overcome a range of issues 
such as depression, smoking, weight loss and lack 
of confidence. Sessions can be face to face or via 
Skype. 

You can contact Kevin via www.momentum- 
coaching.co.uk or on 07766 018831. Quote The 
GEM for exclusive special discount offer. 

New Pilates class 
starts in Barry 


Romilly Osteopathy & Pilates Clinic 

Barry Pilates Classes 

Beginners - Mondays 10.30am, 5.30pm 
& Fridays 7.15pm 

Intermediate - Mondays 9.15am & 
Fridays 6pm 


New Beginners Pilates Class 

Starts 10am Thursday June 5th 


Sharon -07830 085606 
www.barrypilates.co.uk 


A new 

beginners 
Pilates class 
starts at 10am on 
Thursday, June 5 at 
St Nicholas Hall, 
Barry; the course 
runs for six weeks 
and costs £39. 

Classes are led by 
qualified Pilates teacher 
Sharon Sylvester, who is 
also an osteopath 
working in Barry. 

Classes are relaxing and 
welcoming. 

Pilates is a gentle 
form of exercise for the 
whole body, combining 


All sorts of paper can be recycled 


P aper finds its way 
into our homes in all 
forms. 

If you can’t reuse paper in some 
way, Dave Chambers and Colin 
Watkins, from the Vale Council’s 
recycling team ask that residents 
place such items in the weekly 
co-mingled recycling collection. 


Cabinet member for the 
environment and visible services, 
Coun Rob Curtis said: 
“Newspaper, magazines, leaflets, 
scrap paper and various 
packaging, are some of the 
examples you can recycle from 
your kerbside collections.” 

“Paper is sorted and water is 
added until it becomes a clean 


VOG CAN HELP KEEP 
THE BURGLARS AT BAY 


y OG Fire & 
Security is a 
new local 
security company 
set up by Matthew 
Hobbs and Andrew 
Nash. 

We offer great value 
security to homes and 
businesses in south 
Wales and guarantee to 
beat any like-for-like 
quotation. 

Our main aim is to 
offer people affordable 
security, along with 
providing great service. 

With 20 years of 
combined experience in 
the industry, you can be 
sure to receive the very 
best advice that will 
protect your home, 
family or business. 

We also specialise in 


safety and protection 
systems for the elderly. 

With conmen and 
distraction burglars 
targeting properties with 
obvious signs that 


vulnerable people live 
there, we can help you 
take affordable 
measures to reduce the 
risk of being a victim of 
this type of crime. 


For free advice, 
survey or quotation, 
call VOG Fire & 
Security on 01446 
739586, or 07815 
047318. 



How SECURE is your 
Home or Business? 


We can also help against 
distraction burgiaries 


Intruder Alarms 
Fire Aiarms 
Security Lighting 
CCTV 


• Rurai Security 

• Elderiy Security 

VOG Fire & Security Ltd 
Unit 3, Palmerston Workshops 
Palmerston Rd, Barry, CF63 2YZ 
Tel: 01446 739586 / 07815 047318 


Your Local Security Company - Proud to Protect the Vale of Glamorgan 


CARDIFF BATHROOM CENTRE 

Wc have every bathroom 
product you could need! 


CARDIFF BATHROOM 
CENTRE, based on 
Hadfield Road, is a long¬ 
standing family business 
that has every bathroom 
product you could possibly 
need. 

It was started in 1955 and is 
now under its third generation of 


management. 

The centre supplies everything 
a bathroom needs - baths, 
showers, washbasins radiators, 
brass ware, tiles, fittings - with 
budget items through to high end 
products. 

A spokesman explained: “We 
can supply whatever people need, 
whether it’s for a bathroom, en- 
suite, wet-room or cloakroom. We 


are completely service driven and 
customer focused.” 

Among the many ranges carried 
are Heritage, Keuco, Kohler, 
Villeroy & Boch. 

For more information, call 
02920 340 861, email, @cardijf- 
bathroom-centre.co.uk or go to 
www.card iff - bathroom- 
centre.co.uk 


strength with flexibility, 
suppleness and better 
posture. The class is 
suitable for complete 
beginners. 

Clients say they miss 
Pilates when there is a 
break and notice a real 
difference in the way 
they feel. Classes are 
held at St Nicholas Hall, 
Barry with the exception 
of the 5.30pm class on 
Mondays at St Francis 
Millennium Centre in 
Barry. 

To join or for more 
information, contact 
Sharon on 07830 
085606 or see 
www.barrypilates .co .uk. 


pulp and is ready to be turned 
into a new product. 

“The newspapers and 
magazines sent for recycling are 
turned back into recycled 
newsprint; usually in around 
seven days, and can be printed on 
again.” 



^ What’s in your bin? 

Ml 

Tel: 01446 7001II Email: visible@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 1 

Our Recycling Team put the 

SPfTLIGhT Oh 

VALE of GLAMORGAN 

1 1 

you C 21 U recycle... 


BRO MORGANNWG 


www.vareofglamorgan.gov.uk/recycle 

Colin Watkins 1 

and Dave Chambers 1 


Beautifully crafted products carefully selected from the 
very best British & Europedr> Vlar>ufacturers 
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For top quality and a service second to none, take adVANtage of ‘Van About Town^ 


See Page 26 
for More Vans 
& Chance 
to Win £25 



TME LAUNDRY ROOMS 
■ ' ■ 

Domestic/ Commercial 
Same Day Service 
Wash & Dry our speciality 
Ironing Service 
Telephone: 01446-740730 
25 VERB STREET, BARRY. CF63 2HW 
www.thelaundry-rooms.co.uk 
info@thelaundry-rooms.co.uk 
Remember..."Its where the 
best clothes hang out" 

Collection & delivery to Barry, 
Penarth & Wenvoe areas. 



The 

Stove 

Room 




www.chiversrestoration.com 

E-Mail: info@chiversrestoration.com 

CARDIFF ROAD, BARRY 

Tel 01446 720408 • 07817 625222 


LOG BURNING 
STOVES 

FIRES & 
FIREPLACES 


GJR Machinery 

^ Servicing 

• Service & Repair for 
all your ride on mowers 

• Other garden machinery 
•Suppliers of pre-owned 

quality machinery 
www.girmachinery.com 

07718 257521 or 01446 781707 



OWENS MOTOR SERVICES 

Family Run Business 

• MOT TESTING WHILE 
YOU WAIT 

• MOT REPAIRS 

• SERVICING 

• BALANCING, TRACKING 

• ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS 

• TYRES etc., etc.. 

01446 774870 Llandew 



Brian & Mike Hughes Farriers 

Fully registered 

Established 
37 years by family 
run professionals 

Special care 
for laminitis cases 

Call Pencoed (01656) 865012 

The ‘Horsepower’ Specialists! 




HEODORE 


01656 648936 

Bridgend Industrial Estate 
(Rear of Celtic Tyres) CF31 3AQ 

WWW.theodorereclamation.CO.uk • 8.30am-1 2 . 1 5pm; Weekdays 8.30am-4.15pm 




Chips 
Away 

• Paintwork 
Scratches 

• Bumper Scuffs 
•Alloy Wheels P 

Call Paul Jarvis on 07904 840202 - Mobile Service 

vvvvw.chipsaway.co.uk 


MOBILE TYRES UNIT 

• All Brands of Tyres Fitted 

• Puncture Repairs 

• Nitrogen 

• Wheels Balanced 

• Locking Wheel Nut 
Removal 

FREE CALL OUT within 5 
mile radius of Llantwit Major 


GRIP 

I 07809 826 532 

Johnmains68@live.com 





Bonny 
Tiler 



Phone 

01446 796582 
07854 168459 


www.bonnytiler.co .uk 


Garden & Landscaping Services Ltd. 


Award Winning 
Landscapers 
Driveway Installers 
Decking 
Fencing 



• Patios etc 

Call 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 www.npgls.co.uk 
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For top quality and a service second to none, take adVANtage of ‘Van About Town^ 


See Page 26 
for More Vans 
& Chance 
to Win £25 



Tel: 07840 757500 


MRROR IMAGE 

Fully equipped premises 
to cater for all aspects of 
bodywork, including: 

Cars & Commercial Vehicles 

Bumper Scuffs 

Full Re-sprays 

Accident Damage Repairs 

Scratches 

Stone Chips 

Motorbike Piastics 

Coiour Coding 

End of Lease Speciaiists 

Wheei refurbishment 


, Ogmore Crescent, Bridgend Ind Estate, Bridgend, CF31 3TE fmm £25 



nina 

estate agents 


I Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AA 

Tel: 01446 736888 

website: 

www.ninaestateagents.co.uk 

email: 

enquihes@ninaestateagents.co.uk 



Asbestos Removal & 
Disposal Services 

• Industrial 

• Commercial 

• Residential 

Fully licensed through the Health & Safety Executive: 
Licence Number: 4061105056 


Unit 3E, Palmersvale Business Centre, 
BARRY, CF63 2XA. 

Tel: 01446 736002 • Fax: 05601 267075 
F-Mail: asguardltd@btconnect.com 
Mobile: 07843 578119 



VEHICLE RECYCLING 
■ & SCRAP METALS 


WE BUY ANY 
CAR, VAN, LORRY, BUS, 
SCRAP METAL, ETC. 
‘Instant Payments’ 

We will beat any price locally 
for... Copper, Lead, Brass, Alum, 
S/Steel, Household Wire, Armour 
Cable, Etc. 


CALL US TODAY ON 01446 701707 (24 HR) 




SONIC ALARM SYSTEMS 

Security 
you can 
depend on 

5A Stanwell Road, Penarth, 

Vale of Glamorgan, CF64 2AB 
Email: info@sonicalarmsystems.com 
Call today for more information: 

02920 703 720 

www.sonicalarmsystems.com 




S J Building 


Local Builder/Craftsmanship Category 

Winner of the Vale of Glamorgan Building Awards 2014 
Winner of the 2014 LABC South Wales Building Awards. 


& Property 
Maintenance 


Steve James 

Qualified Tradesmen 

Tel. 01446 404360 
Mob: 07877 415755 
Free Quotations 


0 


I Barry Security Centre and Locksmiths\ 


• Burglar Alarms 

for Homes & Business 

• Locks & Key Cutting 

• Competitive Prices 

119a Park Crescent, Barry 

01446 740119 
07899 677698 




n Timberaway 

I Hedge and Tree Services 

Qualified, Competent and 
Insured. 

Prices include tree and 
hedge waste removed, 
shredded on farm. 

01446 402848 or 07739 389578 

Retail Quotation Free Trade work for you. 


Diamond Property Services 

• Full Range of Home 
Improvement and 
Maintenance Services 

• Electrical Installations etc., 

NICEIC Approved 

• City & Guilds 

07980 712777 • www.diamondpropertyserviceswales.com 






Freephone 

0800 610 2012 

Mobile 07403 310 516 

www.2012flooring.com 


twenty 

flooring.oonr*^ 

The flooring company that 
comes to you 

10% OFF 

Carpets • Laminate •Vinyl •Wood 

with this advert . 
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For top quality and a service second to none, take adVANtage of ‘Van About Town^ 


actiondoors.com 


SOUTH WALES 
LEADING INDUSTRIAL 
DOOR 

MANUFACTURERS 


GARAGE DOOR 
SPECIALISTS 


r- 01656 659274 





I 


Topstak 

The Biggest Showroom 
in Waies* 

Leading brands including 
CLEARVIEW, Charnwood, Chesney’s, 
Esse, Hunter, Aga and the 
contemporary stoves from Harrie 
Leenders, Contura, Scan and Stav. 
Home accessories plus cafe gallery. 
*Main office and showroom: Unit 42, 

Vcile Business Park, Cowbridge CF71 7PF 

T. 01446 771567 
www.topstak.co.uk 


WIN £25 IN OUR 

IhfuAbmilTmti 


WORDSEARCH COMPETITION 

Simply complete the following wordsearch to have a chance of winning £25 Cash! 
Send your entries to: Van About Town Competition, The Giamorgan Gem Ltd, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7EL or E-Mail gemsaies@tindienews.co.uk with the subject line ‘VAN 
ABOUT TOWN’ include your name, address and telephone number 

There are 18 names to find from the following 22... 

2012 
Asguard 
Sonic Alarms 
Nina 

Barry Security 
Stove Room 
SJ Building 
Timberaway 
Theodore 
Farriers 
Mirror Image 
GJR Machinery 
The Laundry Room 
Action Doors 
Topstak 
Get a Grip 
NP Garden 
Diamond 
Bonny Tiler 
Chips Away 
Owens 
A and L 


There are 22 companies in the above 
iist - Find 18 and send us the names 
of the missing 4 businesses! 

Normal competition rules apply. Closing date: May 16th 2014 - GOOD LUCK! 
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South Wales Police remember 

Brave bobbies who 
fell in the Great War 


THE South Wales 
Police plan to 
commemorate the 
100th anniversary 
of the outbreak of 
the First World War 
by remembering the 
serving police 
officer officers who 
fell. 

Its museum, based at 
police headquarters in 
Bridgend, want the 
public to help gather 
information about 

serving officers from 
predecessor forces who 
fought and died during 
World War One. 

All stories and 
information collected, 
including photographs, 
letters and newspaper 
coverage from that time, 
will be shared with the 
public via www.south- 
wales .police .uk/moreabo 
utus/museum, a 

spokesperson said. 

Volunteer researchers 
are busy exploring the 
collection of records held 
in the force museum and 
other museums in Wales 
that house information 
relating to the police 
service and the police 
officers who made the 
ultimate sacrifice. 

They have already 
unearthed numerous 
stories, including that of 
Comp any-Sergeant- 
Major Richard Thomas, 
of Bridgend, who was a 
former police officer for 
the Glamorgan 

Constabulary. 

In a news article which 
featured in the 
Glamorgan Gazette, on 
July 21,1916, we read 
that his death was 
announced by 

Regimental-Sergeant- 
Major John Thomas, who 
was his fellow police 
sergeant at Bridgend. 

In a letter to his wife 
written on July 10 he 
said: “Just a line to let 
you know that I am all 
right. Wish I could say 
the same about the other 
boys. Poor Dick Thomas 
was killed yesterday 
morning where the big 
fighting that you read 
about in the newspapers 
is going on. Captain 


RIGHT: 
Company-Sergeant- 
Major Richard 
Thomas of 
Bridgend, formerly 
of Glamorgan 
Constabulary, and 
captain of the 
Bridgend Rugby 
Club. 

Herdman and he were 
leading the company into 
action, and Dick was 
about the first to be 
knocked over. 

“The captain was 
wounded. Bob Harris 
was also killed near the 
same spot. Trinder was 
wounded, and is now in 
hospital. No doubt this 
will come as a terrible 
shock to Mrs Thomas. 

“Colonel Smith is all 
right but we are very 
upset over the loss of 
Dick. He used to keep us 
all alive with his jokes.” 

The ‘Bob Harris’ 
referred to (also 

exceedingly popular 
amongst the officers and 
men of the Glamorgan 
Constabulary) was 
formerly Sergeant RJ 
Harris, who was 

stationed at Aberkenfig 
and for a time at 
Nantymoel. Both were 
in the same battalion of 
the Welsh regiment. 

Sergeant Dick Thomas 
was also well known as 
the Bridgend, Mountain 
Ash and Welsh 
international rugby 
forward. 

Director of Legal 
Services Gareth Madge 
said: “During the First 
World War, many serving 
police officers from the 
Glamorgan, Swansea, 
Merthyr Tydfil, Neath 
and Cardiff 

Constabularies found 
themselves serving King 
and Country. 

“We have already 
unearthed a wealth of 
information relating to 
the police officers who 
served during World War 
One, which includes 
those mentioned in 
dispatches and 

recognised for acts of 
gallantry.” 



Officers such as 
Private David Charles 
Grant who died age 26 on 
September 27, 1915. 

Grant, who was the son 
of William Thomas and 
Emily Grant of High St, 
Barry was also an officer 
of the Glamorgan 
Constabulary serving in 
Llantrisant, Bridgend, 
Porthcawl and Llantwit 
Major and described as 
“a very popular” and 
“discreet and capable 
constable”. 

He was congratulated 


in an article published on 
Friday October 22, 1915 
for receiving a DCM in 
the field for acts of 
conspicuous bravery. 

Grant is reported to 
have taken part in a 
memorable attack on 
Loos and also in the 
storming of Hill 70, 
where he distinguished 
himself by several acts of 
bravery, including 
bringing to safety a 
wounded comrade under 
a perfect hail of shell and 
machine gun fire. 

Gareth Madge added: 
“We want to make sure 
we uncover as much 
information as possible 
about our proud history 
and the many men who 
served both the force and 
their country ensuring 
they are not forgotten.” 

If you have 
information or stories 
you would like to share 
or have the contact 
details of someone you 
think could make a 
contribution please email 
us at: 

policemuseum® south- 
wales pnn police .uk. 


Be nice to 
the nettles! 


THE National Botanic 
Garden of Wales is 
urging you to ^Be Nice 
to Nettles' as part of a 
month-long 
celebration of plants 
and health. 

‘Medicines in May’ is 
a fixture in the garden’s 
event calendar and, this 
year, it focuses on how 
our ancestors made use 
of medicinal plants - 
right back to the 1600s, 
when the destiny of the 
first Middleton Hall was 
forged in the fortunes of 
seafaring adventurers 
trading spices in the 
East Indies (May 3-4). 

The story of the 
garden is told and 
includes 1824, when the 
Regency Middleton 
estate was up for sale. 


following the death of 
Sir William Paxton, who 
created many of the 
features we see in the 
Garden today (May 10- 
11 ). 

On Saturday and 
Sunday May 17-18, take 
a trail around the 
garden and meet the 
people, plants and 
places associated with 
the life and times of 
1914. 

There’s a whole 
month’s worth of talks, 
trails, fun and games. 
But the sting in this 
particular tale is ‘Be 
Nice To Nettles ’ weekend 
(May 24-25) when you 
can join modern-day 
herbalist Nicola Dee 
Kelly and discover the 
wonderful herbal uses of 
Urtica dioica. 


Choc full 
of talent! 



Mark - highly commended. 
NICKLEBY’S bookstore has thanked all 
those who entered its fantastic Easter 
colour-in competition. 

It was a close call deciding who would be the 
winner of the delicious chocolate egg as there were 
so many beautiful creations. In the end it was 
Teghan’s (aged 5) wonderful artistic abilities that 
made her the winner. Close behind Teghan was 
Henry (aged 6), who came highly commended. Both 
enjoyed their egg-cellent chocolatey prizes! 

Bethan Davies 
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LOCAL MUSEUM KEEPS VISITORS HAPPY 



PROVING the 
value of an all- 
weather attraction 
at Barry Island, the 
Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage 
Centre saw a steady 
stream of soggy 
visitors during its 
Easter Sunday open 
day. 

The centrepiece was a 
replica police box, which 
looked like a TARDIS, 
sat on the station 
platform. 

Event organiser Ade 
Pitman explained its 
significance, saying: 
“Today if you see a 
police box on the street 
you instantly think that 
an episode of Dr Who is 
being filmed, but the 
irony is that the TARDIS 
was designed to look like 
a police box so that it 
would blend in. 

“Before police radios, 
there were thousands of 
these boxes across the 
country, providing both 
the police and the public 
with a means of 
contacting the 

emergency services. It 


would be interesting to 
learn where these were 
sited in Barry. 

“With the assistance of 
a couple of Dr Who 
impersonators, we were 
able to educate visitors 
about this, and show 
them what a real police 
box would have looked 
like, both inside and out. 

“It’s all about helping 
our visitors to enjoy 
learning history.” 

Showing how to 
survive the horrible 
weather conditions of 
Easter Sunday were 
cadets from 372 
Squadron (Barry) ATC, 
who regularly volunteer 
at the museum. 

While some cadets 
experienced and 

discussed what it was 
like to wear the uniforms 
and equipment of the 
past, fresh from their 
Duke of Edinburgh 
expedition, others made a 
bivouac on the station 
platform and 

demonstrated their field- 
craft skills. 

Warm inside the 
station building, local 
veterans turned authors, 
Eileen Younghusband 


and Alun Higgins, 
discussed their latest 
books, while the heritage 
trains of the Barry 
Tourist Railway ran a 
regular service from 
Barry’s Waterfront to the 
Island. 

Ade concluded: 
‘’Although the weather 
meant that visitor 
numbers were less than 
expected, our tiny 
museum and Barry’s 
tourist railway once more 
provided an interesting 
attraction for all the 
family. 

“If you haven’t yet 
visited us, the Glamorgan 
Wartime Heritage Centre 
is open Wednesday 
afternoons from 2pm to 
4pm, and we’ll be open 
in support of events at the 
Island throughout the 
summer. We are also 
available for group 
bookings.” 

To keep up with the 
latest news and events, 
follow Barry at War on 
Eacebook at 

www.facebook.com/Barr 
yAtWarHistoryGroup. 
You can also contact Ade 
Pitman on 07930 
874161. 


Council progress on 
’waste management 


THE Vale Council has been 
recognised as the third lowest- 
cost authority in Wales in 
terms of its waste management 
services. 

A recent waste finance 
benchmarking project carried out by 
the Welsh Local Government 
Association found that the Vale 
provided a very cost-effective waste 
management service. 

The council had a very low average 
expenditure of less than £3 per 
household per week across household 
waste collection services . 

The Vale also ranked as second 


highest in Wales for the amount of 
food waste collected per household, 
collecting on average a huge 97kg 
from each household across the year, 
and eighth highest for dry recycling 
collection with just short of 12,000 
tonnes being collected across the area. 

Director of visible services and 
housing. Miles Punter, said: “Overall 
expenditure in the Vale has fallen 
compared to 2011/12 yet our services 
are continuing to improve and are 
consistently outperforming other 
councils in Wales by some way, and it 
is a testament to the fantastic work of 
the whole waste management team and 
the support of our householders .” 


Thank you to all our loyal customers... 

Celebrating 10 years! 



IS YOUR VOLVO READY FOR WINTER? 

Along with regular servicing and MOTs, it is important to maintain a regular check on 
your vehicle inbetween services. As winter creeps up on us, making sure your car is 
prepared for when the temperature drops should be a priority. It is important to check 
the anti-freeze strength in your vehicle and carry out other visual and levels checks to 
ensure it remains in top condition, and gives you piece of mind whilst driving in the 
winter months. We are therefore pleased to offer you the following: 

1. 22 POINT HEALTH CHECK on your vehicle for £19.99 inc VAT 

2. ANTI-FREEZE CHANGE WITH HEALTH CHECK on your vehicle for £42.00 inc VAT 


Bridgend VOLVO Specialists Ltd, Unit 7-8, North Point, 
Bridgend Industrial Estate CF31 3RX 
www.bvswales.co.uk • For more information call 01656 769769 



ABOVE: Dr Who meets the volunteers at the Wartime Heritage Centre. 



Ym pfbiQt& oeftwrotf 

IN MAY 






BEAUTIFUL RANGE IN CANE SUITES 
from £599 inc free local delivery 


CAST IRON AND CLAY 
CHIMNEAS from £29.99 


SUPERB RANGE OF 
TOPIARY (INDOOR/OUTDOOR) 

from £14.99 


NEW RANGE OF GLAZED 
POTS FOR 2014 
from £4.99 


WATER FEATURES 
from £99 inc pumps 


MAKE YOUR GARDEN YOUR HAVEN AND CALL IN TODAY 


Unit 9/10, Parc-y-bont Tel: 01656 723399 

^ 11^ Brynmenyn Industrial Estate Open 6 DAYS A WEEK 

^ ♦ dardefV&ChristHm Outlet Bridgend CF32 9SZ Mon - Sat lOam - Spin 


LIKE US ON FACEBOOK AND SIGN UP TO OUR NEWSLEHER •• 
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New exhibition 
at Art Central 


Easter walks benefit 
from good weather 


LAST CHANCE 
TO REGISTER 
FOR VOTING... 



ART CENTRAL, the Vale 
Council’s art gallery, is 
displaying a collection of work 
by the artist George Little. 

The exhibition was officially 
opened by the Deputy Mayor for the 
Vale Council, Coun Howard 
Hamilton, who said that in his opinion. 
Art Central was one of the best 
galleries in south Wales. 

He went on to introduce the artist 
George Little and invited him to give a 
short speech about his life and work. 

The artist captured the attention of 
the crowd as he spoke of the 
influences and experiences that shaped 
his practice. 

Little was bom in Swansea in 1927; 
the industrial surroundings of his 
environment when growing up had a 
significant influence on his life and 
working style. This influence can be 


easily recognised when walking 
around the gallery, with walls adorned 
by imaginative and colourful paintings 
of derelict copper and iron works, 
abandoned rolling mills and 
dockscapes. 

The title of the exhibition is 
‘Industrial Shadows’. 

The artist also spoke of his time 
teaching drawing and painting at the 
Barry Summer School during the 
1960s, which attracted pupils from 
across the globe. 

The exhibition will be on until May 
10. The Art Central Gallery in the 
Town Hall, King’s Square, Barry, is 
open to the public from 10am to 4pm, 
Monday to Saturday. 

Further information about this and 
future exhibitions at Art Central can 
be found at 

www.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk/artcentr 
al. 


Dinas charity race 
night raises £1,200 



LAST week, Dinas 
Powys Rotary Club 
hosted a charity 
race night in the 
Village Hall - with 
the proceeds going 
to local and 
national charities. 


The race night has mn 
for the past six years and 
each time has raised 
hundreds of pounds for 
charity. This year was no 
exception with £1,200 
raised. 

Race organiser 

Rotarian Simon Watts 


‘Support the 
elderly’ - RVS 


LETTER 


PLEASE support 
Royal Voluntary 
Service’s Great 
Brew Break by 
inviting friends, 
family or colleagues 
for a cuppa and a 
chat this week and 
make a donation, so 
we can help more 
lonely older people 
stay independent. 

Royal Voluntary 
Service volunteers 
provide a vital lifeline 
for older people - 
whether that’s help after 
a stay in hospital, a visit 


to a Royal Voluntary 
Service community 
centre, or just a simple 
cuppa and chat at home. 

Please visit 

www.royalvoluntaryserv 
ice.org.uk/brewbreak for 
more information. 
SALLY RIVERS, 

Head of operations for 
Royal Voluntary Service 
Cymru, Royal Voluntary 
Service, Beck Court, 
Cardiff Gate Business 
Park, Cardiff CF23 8RP. 


said; “I think it all went 
really well. There was a 
really good atmosphere, 
people gave generously 
on the night and we had 
some really good fun. I 
am pleased everyone 
enjoyed themselves.” 

Each race took place 
with big money to be 
won. The races were 
sponsored by a company, 
community group or 
family and each horse 
was owned by a family 
or individual, with the 
winning owner being 
presented with a bottle of 
wine. 

The horses in the final 
race were auctioned off 
to the highest bidder 
with the money donated 
to nominated charities 
and later, the raffle took 
place. 

Simon added: “I am 
really happy with the 
event the money raised 
and the continued 
support of the local 
community.” 

COLIN JONES 


OVER the Easter 
weekend, two local 
walks were enjoyed. 

The first was a stroll 
in the Wenvoe area with 
Geraint and sheepdog 
Patch, when 19 ramblers 
and Pepper the spaniel 
headed up through pretty 
paths in Wenvoe wood to 
St Lythans Church, 
dedicated to St Bleddian, 
which was being 
prepared for Easter 
Sunday and therefore 
open. 

Hedgerows, trees and 
fields were exploding 
with colour as they made 
their way to the Dyffryn 
lane, tramping on to the 
burial chamber at 
Tinkinswood for lunch, 
where the rising easterly 
breeze had a distinct 
chill. 

More fields at the rear 
of Dyffryn Gardens led 
on to a busy lane before 
the familiar Neolithic 
burial chamber at St 
Lythans. 

These cromlechs, as 
well as being places to 
lay the bones of the dead 
to rest, were also 
ceremonial sites where 
people would meet to 
socialise, barter goods 
and exchange gifts. 

Moving on through 
fields near Goldsland 
Wood, passing old lime 
kilns where the process 
of making lime to be 
used on agricultural land 
took around a week to 
complete, paths through 


NEWS FROM 
PENARTH 
AND 

DISTRICT 

RAMBLERS 


a small wood and across 
Wenvoe golf course led 
the group back to 
Burdonshill and the short 
descent to Wenvoe 
village. 

Robin and Pepper’s 
choice of a seaside walk 
at Kenfig on Easter 
Monday paid off with 
glorious warm sunshine 
for the whole day. 
Leaving the nature 
reserve to cross sandy 
paths to the ruined 
Kenfig Castle, originally 
built of wood, the leader 
imparted some of its 
history to his captive 
audience of 13 ramblers. 

Passing the old 
railway sidings and 
crossing the footbridge 
over the River Kenfig, 
the coast beckoned and 
finding a sheltered spot 
above Kenfig Sands for 
lunch, views towards 
Swansea Bay and 
Mumbles were misty. 

They walked up to 
Sker Point, then along 
the coast path towards 
Porthcawl, where 

restoration of the sea 
defences are being 
carried out after the 
devastation caused to the 
area by winter storms. 

They turned inland to 
The Rest, founded by 
James Lewis, a physician 


and surgeon whose work 
with the sick and injured 
industrial workers in the 
Llynfi Valley convinced 
him that a convalescent 
home close to the sea 
was needed, resulting in 
this impressive building. 

Prom Nottage, a quiet 
track led the group to the 
yellow painted Sker 
House, which was a 
monastic grange some 
900 years ago and is now 
restored and privately 
owned. 

Then a short trek 
across the golf course led 
back to their start before 
a refreshing cool drink 
was enjoyed at the 
nearby Prince of Wales 
Inn to round off the day. 

On May 3, meet 
8.20am at Cogan Leisure 
Centre to share transport 
to Defynnog, followed 
by a bus trip to Dan yr 
Ogof and a 12-mile hard 
linear walk back to 
Defynnog; contact Phil 
on 01446 711533. 

On May 4, meet 10am 
at Cogan for a six-mile 
moderate walk at Radyr 
and St Pagans; contact 
Pam on 029 2025 5102. 

Wear suitable 

clothing, preferably 
boots and carry 
waterproofs, food and 
drinks. 

Some degree ol 
fitness is required and if 
you are in any doubt, 
then please contact the 
walk leader for advice. 

JOY 

STRANGWARD 


AM praises council’s 
parking fine restraint 


SOUTH Wales 
Central AM and 
Leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives, 
Andrew RT Davies, 
has expressed his 
concern over the 
sums generated by 
Welsh councils from 
parking charges. 

He said that treating 
parking as a “cash cow” 
would harm local high 
streets. 

In figures, the Vale 
Council is shown as the 
second lowest earner 
from parking charges in 
Wales. 

The figures were 
published by the RAC 

ISLAND 

FUN 

AT Barry Island 
Station this bank 
holiday weekend 
there will be stalls 
selling vintage ware 
and shabby-chic 
itemsf in addition to 
vintage trains on the 
railway. 

The railway 
station will be open 
from 11.30am to 
4pm each day on 
May 3,4 and 5. Call 
01446 748816 for 
more details, or visit 
www.barrytouristrai 
lway.co.uk. 


Poundation, whose 
analysis of Welsh 
Government data has 
shown that Welsh 
councils generated £30 
million last year from 
parking charges. 

The Vale generated 
£318,000 compared to 
high earning Cardiff 
which raised a 
staggering £6.2 million. 

Mr Davies said: “It is 
somewhat concerning 
that councils across 
Wales appear to be 
generating huge revenue 
streams through parking 
charges. 

“I appreciate that 
some of the money 
collected through 
charges will be used to 
improve facilities or to 
pay for services, but 
prohibitive prices can 


THE local AM, Jane 
Hutt, joined Vale 
Foodbank volunteers 
at Tesco’s in Barry’s 
Highlight Park at 
the weekend, to 
praise them for their 
hard work and to 
thank shoppers for 
their donations. 

She expressed strong 
support for the work of 
the Vale Eoodbank, 
which is “helping 
vulnerable families and 


have a damaging impact 
upon local high streets - 
particularly given the 
emerging trend for out 
of town shopping centres 
with free parking. 

“This may be less of 
an issue in city-centres 
like Cardiff but for high 
streets like Barry and 
Cowbridge, the 
availability of 
reasonably priced 
parking is essential, 
especially when public 
transport connections are 
often poor.” 

Mr Davies said he 
was “pleased that the 
Vale Council had so far 
resisted the opportunity 
to treat parking as a cash 
cow; a move that would 
harm local high streets 
and the wider Vale 
economy”. 


individuals in our 
communities across the 
county”. 

It was clear that 
foodbank use in the 
Vale has been 
increasing since the 
first foodbank was 
started by Coastlands 
Church. 

The most recent 
distribution centre 
opened at St Mary’s 
Church in Holton Road, 
Barry and is open on 
Friday afternoons. 


AM praises 
Vale Foodbank 
volunteers 


ON Thursday, May 22, European 
parliamentary elections are taking place 
across the country. 

It’s crucial in the run-up to the elections that the 
public know how to exercise their right to vote. 
Whether you’ve already decided who to vote for, or 
are still thinking about how to cast your vote, there’s 
one vital step you need to take. 

You need to register to vote now as time is 
running out. The deadline for registration is 
Tuesday, May 6. 

Why does this matter? If you’re not registered by 
the deadline then you won’t be able to have your say 
on election day. You must be on the current electoral 
roll in order to cast a vote. 

Our research shows that 44 per cent of people 
who are not registered to vote mistakenly believe 
they are. Many people believe that if they are 
registered to pay council tax then they are 
automatically registered to vote. This just isn’t true. 

Registering to vote is free, easy to do and only 
takes a few minutes. Visit www.aboutmyvote.co.uk 
and print off a registration form, fill in your details 
and send it back to the local Electoral Registration 
Officer. Remember: it’s your vote, don’t lose it! 
GARETH HALLIWELL, 

Electoral Commissioner, Wales, 

The Electoral Commission. 

Cyfle olafi gofrestru 
i bleidleisio ar gyfer 
etholiadau Mai 

DDYDD lau, Mai 22 mae etholiadau Senedd 
Ewrop yn cael eu cynnal ledled y wlad. Rhowch 
unryhw etholiadau perthnasol yn eich ardal. 

Mae’n hanfodol yn y cyfnod cyn etholiadau bod y 
cyhoedd yn gwybod sut i arfer eu hawl i bleidleisio. 
P’un a’ch bod eisoes wedi penderfynu dros bwy i 
bleidleisio neu eich bod yn dal yn pendroni sut i 
bleidleisio, mae un cam hanfodol sydd angen i chi 
gymryd. Mae angen i chi gofrestru i bleidleisio nawr 
gan fod amser yn prinhau. Y dyddiad cau i gofrestru 
yw dydd Mawrth Mai 6. 

Pam fod hyn yn bwysig? Os nad ydych wedi 
cofrestru i bleidleisio yna ni fyddwch yn cael dweud 
eich dweud ar ddiwmod yr etholiad. Mae’n rhaid i 
chi fod ar y gofrestr etholiadol bresennol er mwyn 
gallu pleidleisio. 

Mae ein hymchwil yn dangos bod 44 y cant o bobl 
nad ydynt wedi’u cofrestru yn credu eu bod wedi’u 
cofrestru. Mae nifer o bobl yn credu eu bod wedi’u 
cofrestru i bleidleisio yn awtomatig os ydynt yn talu 
treth gyngor. Dyw hyn ddim yn wir. 

Mae cofrestru i bleidleisio am ddim, mae ’n hawdd 
gwneud, ac mae’n cymrydychydig funudau. Ewch i 
www.fymhleidlaisi.co.uk ac argraffwch ffurflen 
gofrestru, llenwch eich manylion a’i dychwelyd i’ch 
Swyddog Cofrestru Etholiadol lleol. 

Cofiwch: eich pleidlais chi yw hi, peidiwch d’i 
cholli! 

GARETH HALLIWELL. 

Comisiynydd Etholiadol, Cymru, 

Y Comisiwn Etholiadol. 


HP’s blindfold bus 
journey in Barry 


VALE MP Alun 
Cairns will 

undertake a 

blindfold bus ride in 
Barry on Friday 
(May 2) courtesy of 
Guide Dogs Cymru. 

The event, starting at 
Barry Library at 11am, 
will highlight the 
problems faced by blind 
and partially sighted bus 
users in the Vale, 
including guide dog 
owners. 

A survey for Guide 
Dogs last year showed 
that many blind and 
partially sighted people 
in Wales are unable to 
enjoy the freedom that 
others take for granted 
because they find 
travelling by bus so 
difficult. 

Guide Dogs is making 
a fresh call for all buses 
in Wales to feature next- 
stop audio 

announcements to help 


passengers with sight 
loss. Without such 
announcements, blind 
and partially sighted 
passengers have to rely 
on the driver, or people 
sitting near them, to tell 
them when they arrive at 
their stop. 

Andrea Gordon, of 
Guide Dogs Cymru and a 
guide dog owner herself, 
said: “Audio 

announcements on buses 
make a huge difference 
to passengers with sight 
loss. Guide Dogs wants 
all buses to be Talking 
Buses, fitted with on¬ 
board audio-visual 
technology which 
announces bus routes, 
destinations and next 
stops. 

“We also want more 
training for bus drivers, 
so they know how to 
support passengers who 
are blind and partially 
sighted.” 
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SAM’S THE MAN TO INSPIRE 
YOUNG LOCAL PLAYERS! 





Wales captain Sam Warburton (jar left) 
and Herbert R Thomas staff with 
Cowbridge RFC mini rugby players. 


BUDDING rugby 
players from 
Cowbridge had the 
opportunity to meet 
their Wales rugby 
idol, Sam 
Warburton, when 
he paid a special 
visit to meet the 
mini and junior 
teams from 
Cowbridge RFC. 

The British and Irish 
Lions and Cardiff Blues 
back row ace delivered 
two questions and 
answer sessions to over 
50 players, where they 
were able to pick up 
rugby tips and advice. 

The event, which took 
place at the Bear Hotel 
in Cowbridge, was 
organised as part of the 
Cardiff Blues’ ‘Adopt a 
Player’ programme, 
which provides every 
rugby club within the 
Blues’ region with the 
opportunity to receive 
player visits directly to 
their club. 

Philip Thomas, 
partner at Herbert R 
Thomas estate agents, 
which sponsors 
Cowbridge RFC, said: 

“A number of my 
nephews play for the 
junior team, so I was 
delighted when the club 
informed us that Sam 
would be attending a 
question and answer 
session in Cowbridge. 

“Sam is a true 
inspiration to all of the 
players, as he clearly 
shows how hard work 
and determination will 
lead to success. 

“At Herbert R 
Thomas, we have a 
strong link to rugby and 
Cowbridge RFC in 
particular, as many of 
our colleagues have 
relatives within the 
teams. 

“All the players had a 
great evening, as did the 
parents who attended, 
and we’d like to thank 
Sam for taking the time 
out of his busy schedule 
to come down and talk 
to our team. We’d also 
like to thank the Bear 
Hotel for their 


hospitality.” 

Sam Warburton said: 
“It was great to come 
down to Cowbridge to 
meet the mini and junior 
teams. I love Cowbridge. 
My agent and auntie and 
uncle live here, so I’m 
often here. 

“I really enjoy getting 
out into the community 
as part of the ‘Adopt a 
Player’ scheme and 
doing Q&As is always 
fun. 

“It’s interesting to 
hear the questions the 
kids have and it’s always 
guaranteed to put a smile 
on my face. 

“When I was in 
school, former Cardiff 
RFC player Ben Evans 
visited us and I 
remember being really 
inspired by him. I hope 
to have had a similar 
effect on these players.” 



PHOTOGRAPH by 
MIKE WILCOCK 
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Equine expert Eric stays the 
(Monmouthshire) course! 


RIGHT: Winner Eric Dafydd being 
congratulated by Steve Cross, captain of the 
seniors^ section at Cottrell Park. 

THE Monmouthshire Golf Club, just 
outside Abergavenny and set against the 
beautiful scenery of the Usk Valley 
surrounded by The Blorenge, Sugar Loaf 
and Skirrid mountains proved the perfect 
location for the Spring away day for the 
senior members of Cottrell Park Golf 
Club, organised by captain of the seniors’ 
section Steve Cross. 

Officially opened in 1938 as an 18-hole course 
and developed over the same ground that once drew 
large crowds to enjoy the Monmouthshire races, 
including the famous National Hunt Chase, now 
firmly established as part of the Cheltenham 
Festival, this magnificent parkland course is well 
worth a visit. 

It seems ironic therefore to report the first past the 
post with 39 stableford points to win the captain’s 
Spring away day competition was Eric Daffydd, 
better known throughout the Vale for his vast 
knowledge and experience in the equine market. 

Runner-up with 38 points was Bill Moore, with 
Gregor Munro taking third place, also with 38. 

In fourth place with 37 was Ray Reakes followed 
by Brian Pritchard and David Stephenson also with 
37 but an inferior back nine. 

Steve Charlton hit the longest drive of the day on 
the selected 18th hole, while nearest the pin on the 
par three holes were Chris Stanlake, Edward Knott, 
Eric Daffy dd, Mike Quick, Ray Rakes and Terry 



The winners of the team prize with 115 points 
were Peter Archer, Edward Knott, Brian Pritchard 
and Bill Moore. In second place with 105 were 
Norman Cole, Mike Quick, David Hopkins and John 
Clarke and in third place with 104 were Graham 
Kellett, Eric Daffy dd, Wyn Pry ce-Jones and Aubrey 
Bowen. 

TMcC 


Cowbridge lift 
the Barry Cup! 



Cowbridge Town FC won a dramatic 
match with Cardiff Airport on penalties 
last Sunday at Jenner Park, and in the 
process lifted the Barry Cup for the first 
time in their history. Here are a selection 
of images from the day. 


order of 
merit 

TIM HARRY (Vale 
Resort) continued 
his excellent start to 
the season with a 
tied eighth place 
finish at the Peter 
McEvoy Trophy at 
Copt Heath. 

Harry returned rounds 
of 78, 72, 74 and 68 and 
was closely followed by 
Joshua Davies (Celtic 
Manor) who was a shot 
further back in 12th place 
with rounds of 70, 73, 76 
and 74. 

Harry gains 44.25 
Hugh James points for 
his finishing position and 
50 for making the cut 
(total of 94.25) and 
Davies 36 and 50 for a 
total of 86. 

Trubshaw Cup 
JACK DAVIDSON 
(Llanwern) ended in 
second place and best 
placed junior at the 
Trubshaw Cup with 
rounds of 79,73,73 and 
71 at Tenby and 
Ashburnham Golf 
Clubs. 

Davidson was closely 
followed by Tim Harry 
(Vale Resort) who 
finished two shots behind 
in third place with rounds 
of 80, 80, 69 and 69. 

Davidson opens his 
Hugh James account 
with 120 points; Harry 
retains his overall lead 
with an additional 80. 

Hugh James 
Order of Merit 
AFTER the Trubshaw 
Cup: 

Eirst, Tim Harry (Vale 
Resort) 253.25; second, 
Joshua Davies(Celtic 
Manor) 181.6; third. Jack 
Davidson (Llanwern) 
120; fourth, Lewys 
Sanges (Celtic Manor) 
100; fifth, Thomas 
Eroom (Nefyn) 60; sixth, 
Kyle Harman (Radyr) 50. 
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Barry Seconds 
beaten in final 


BARRY 2nd XV 
ended their season 
as they travelled to 
Pentyrch on 

Thursday night to 
face Cardiff 

Metropolitan 
University in the 
East District Cup 
final. 

With the daunting task 
of facing such a quality 
side, who have won the 
cup in the past seven 
years and have won 
every single game this 
season, coach Rhidian 
Scott and manager Ken 
Chow brought back Tony 
Heard in the front row, 
Einan Scott at outside 
half and Glynn Jones in 
the pack. 

Luke Bounds, fresh 
from his try scoring 
return on the weekend, 
was included on the 
bench. 

Barry did not get off to 
a great start, as the 
holders scored from their 
first attack of the game, a 
simple move in midfield 
piercing the green-and- 
whites’ defence to score 
under the posts. 

Roared on by a large 
travelling support, Barry 
rallied themselves and a 
series of forward drives 
saw Cardiff Met fall foul 
of the referee’s whistle. 


but Einan Scott was 
unable to kick the three 
points from a difficult 
angle. 

Cardiff Met then 
showed their class when 
their number 10 executed 
a perfect cross-field kick 
to see their winger 
collect before setting up 
a try in the comer. 

More tries came and 
went as the holders 
justified their reputation, 
but Barry rallied on, 
aided by some superb 
tackling by Tiernan 
Scott, Glynn Jones and 
John Miles. 

The loudest cheer of 
the day came late in the 
first half when a superb 
break from Einan Scott 
saw him put Ethan Dix in 
to score a memorable try. 
Scott himself added the 
extras. 

Now showing more 
confidence, Barry tried to 
take the game to Cardiff 
Met and more aggressive 
approach play by the 
forwards and backs alike 
saw Joel Williams chip 
ahead, Dix chasing, but 
narrowly missing out on 
touching down in the 
comer. 

Barry brought on fresh 
legs after the interval in 
an attempt to live with 
the cup holders’ pace and 
finesse, and there were 
good contributions in 


Brynhill golf 
club results 


BRISTOL Cup 
qualifier results 
2014: 

1 Julian Hopkins & 
Glyn Morris 65; 2 Lee 
Price & Mickey Perry 
66; 3 Kevin Perry & 
Steve Jones 67; 4 Kevin 
Williams & Mike Moore 
67; 5 Wayne Adams & 
Sam Preston 67; 6 John 
Hardin & James Ham 68; 
7 Alistair Woodward & 
Richard Bond 68; 8 Ryan 
Keedwell & Dan Peters 
68; 9 John Wakefield & 
Elliot Cayton 68; 10 Carl 
Williams & Matthew 
Thomas 68; 11 Mark 
McCafferty & Joe 
Brookman 69; 12 Aeron 
Smith & Nathan Clissold 
70; 13 Simon Pringle & 
Scott Warne 70; 14 Scott 
Bowman & Chris 
Phillips 70; 15 Mike 
Moore & Elliot Palmer 
70; 16 Gareth Tinnuche 
& Steve Price 70. 


MATCHPLAY 

DRAW 

Julian Hopkins & 
Glyn Morris v Gareth 
Tinnuche & Steve Price; 
John Wakefield & Elliot 
Cayton v Ryan Keedwell 
& Dan Peters; Wayne 
Adams & Sam Preston v 
Aeron Smith & Nathan 
Clissold; Simon Pringle 
& Scott Warne v Kevin 
Williams & Mike Moore; 
Kevin Perry & Steve 
Jones V Scott Bowman & 
Chris Phillips; Mark 
McCafferty & Joe 
Brookman v John Hardin 
& James Ham; Alistair 
Woodward & Richard 
Bond V Carl Williams & 
Matthew Thomas; Mike 
Moore & Elliot Palmer v 
Lee Price & Mickey 
Perry. 


_ ^ 

Romilly in action 


THE bowls season opened at Romilly Bowls 
Club on Saturday with both the club side and 
‘A’ team having games against Barry Athletic 
and The Murch respectively. 

The club side played the Athletic in a friendly at 
the Island which was played in good spirit and with 
the forecast rain holding off, a close game was won 
by Romilly by three shots, 62-59. 

This match gave the opportunity for both sides to 
loosen their arms in readiness for this Saturday’s 
opening games in the Carruthers Shield. 

Romilly ‘A’ team were involved in a more serious 
fixture, facing the Murch at Romilly Park in a SVLA 
match. The game was won by the Murch 58-72, but 
the Murch, thinking the game was a friendly, played 
a number of first team players giving them the 
overall advantage, winning on three of the four 
rinks. 

This Saturday the Romilly club side entertain 
Kenfig Hill in the Carruthers Shield at The Park at 
2.30pm, and the ‘A’ team travel to Llantwit Major 
for another SVLA match. FP 


defence by Mepham, 
Hewitson and Bounds. 

Ultimately, however, a 
side of Cardiff Met’s 
quality did find gaps in 
the tiring Barry defence 
and more tries came and 
went, especially late on 
when the green-and- 
whites were down to 14 
men following the sin 
binning of Jason 
Thomas. 

It was the predicted 
result - a handsome win 
by the seven-time 
winners, but Barry can 
leave the pitch with their 
head held high as they 
fronted up to quality 
opposition and showed 
superb attitude and 
commitment throughout 
the 80 minutes. 

The management 
would like to thank all 
the players and 
supporters who made the 
journey up to create such 
a rousing atmosphere. 
The squad will hope to 
take the cup final 
memories onwards 
towards next season. 

Team: T Scott; Adams, 
D Williams, Dix, 
Hamonda; E Scott, J 
Williams; Hashing, 
Vidal, Heard; G Jones, 
Case; L Jones, Miles, 
Rolfe ©. Replacements: 
Thomas, McTavish, 
Goodfellow, Hewitson, 
Mepham, Bounds, Flynn. 
Man of the match: Case. 

KC 

Coach 

role 

for 

local 

team 

THE Vale Ladies & 
Girls Football Club 
has an exciting 
opportunity for a 
new coach to play a 
key role in the 
development of its 
junior girls section 
for the 2014/15 
season. 

We are currently the 
largest club in the south 
Wales Women’s & Girls 
league with over 100 
active players with ages 
from seven to full senior 
adults. 

The club are now 
looking for a dedicated 
coach to manage our 
under-10 section for the 
new season. Previous 
coaching experience is 
desirable but not 
essential and coach 
education courses are 
funded by the club. 

A driving licence and 
access to a car is essential 
given the nature of the 
role as games take place 
on a Sunday morning 
across the south Wales 
area. 

Anyone interested in 
this excellent opportunity 
should email their 
contact details to: 
valegirlsfc@gmail.com 
or contact Gino Esposito 
on 07772 022435. 

LW 


ON AND OFF THE TURF WITH BRIAN LEE 


Gale Force Oscar storms 
home at Chepstow! 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage.co.uk 



GALE FORCE 
OSCAR, a nine- 


gelding qualified 
with the Llangeinor 
Hunt, stormed 
home a very easy 
winner of the 
Dunraven Bowl 
Novices Hunter 
Chase at Chepstow 
Racecourse leaving 
a trail of well beaten 
horses in his wake. 

Confidently ridden by 
leading Welsh rider John 
Mathias, Gale Eorce 
Oscar - described in the 
racecard by Timeform as 
a ‘prolific winning Irish 
pointer’ - finished an 
official 20 lengths ahead 
of Supreme Regime (Joe 
Knox) with Doc Wells 
(Nick Williams) a further 
four lengths away in 
third spot. Patricktom 
Bom (Evan David) was 
fourth. 

Gale Eorce Oscar, who 
won four races on the 
bounce when trained in 
Ireland, landed a big 
gamble and was returned 
the 5-2 favourite. 

John Mathias, who 
hails from Tenby, is bred 
into the sport. His 
grandfather Ered Mathias 
and father Philip were 
both leading amateur 
riders and the one thing 
he has in common with 
his father is that they are 
both recipients of the 
Wilkinson Sword 

Trophy, which is 
awarded to the leading 
riders under 21. 

Philip was awarded 
his in 1982 and John his 
in 2007. John rode 
himself into the record 
books in 2011 when 
booting home six 
winners at the Tivyside, a 
feat never achieved 
before or since. 

He has ridden well 
over 100 winners 
between-the-flags and 


has come close on a 
couple of occasions to 
winning the national 
point-to-point riders’ 
championship. 

On dismounting in the 
winners’ enclosure, 
winning rider Mathias 
told me: “He had some 
good form in Ireland and 
he qualified for the race 
when finishing second to 
Chosen Milan at the 
Curre & Llangibby at 
Howick in March.” 

Winning owner/trainer 
Lee Power, a former 
professional footballer 
and chairman and owner 
of Swindon Eootball 
Club, has a point-to-point 
yard in the Port Talbot 
area. 

Unfortunately, he 
missed see his horse win 
Wales’ most prestigious 
point-to-pointers’ race as 
he was in Portugal. 

Mr Power owns the 
Saturday Racing Plus 
newspaper which also 
carries a point-to-point 
supplement. 

BRACEY' GREAT 
SUPPORTER OF 
WELSH RACING 

The sponsor of the 
prestigious Dunraven 
Bowl Novices’ Hunter 
Chase held at Chepstow 
Racecourse last Friday 
was David Brace OBE, 
the group chairman, 
founder and the 
inspiration behind 
Pyle-based Dunraven 
Windows. 

‘Bracey’, as he is 
popularly known, who 
owns and manages the 
Dunraven Stud Farm at 
Pyle near Bridgend, has 
been a great supporter of 
the Welsh Turf, be it 
between-the-flags or 
under the full rules of the 
sport. 

In June 2012, he was 
awarded hunt-racing's 
highest honour - the 
Point-To-Point Racing 
Company's Jim Mahon 



Industry Award. The 
award was created to 
recognise those who 
have made an 
outstanding contribution 
to point-to-pointing and 
hunter chasing and 
Maesteg-born David was 
without doubt a worthy 
recipient. 

A bigger honour was 
to come his way when in 
November 2012 he 
received a letter from 10 
Downing Street 

informing him that he 
had been recommended 
for an OBE for his 
charity and business 
work. 

Without the support of 
his wife Dawn and sons 
Matthew and Andrew, 


David admits he could 
not have pursued his 
horse racing and horse 
breeding activities. 

As a young man, 
David worked alongside 
his father Evan at the 
local coal-mine. Little 
wonder then that it was 
his beloved father who 
had the biggest influence 
on his life. 

A long time member 
of the Llangeinor Hunt, 
David has owned, bred 
and trained many 
winners over the years 
and he had the pleasure 
of seeing his Moon 
Catcher win at both 
Cheltenham and Aintree, 
the spiritual homes of 
steeplechasing. 


During the 2012/13 
hunt-racing season, he 
saddled 21 winners (six 
more than his nearest 
rivals) to land the 
National Leading Point- 
To-Point Owners 

Championship. 

This season, he is 
already leading his rivals 
a merry gallop, and on 
Saturday, Cock Of The 
North was successful for 
him at the Farmers 
Bloodhounds fixture at 
Whitfield. Partnered by 
Sean Bowen, son of 
leading Welsh trainer 
Peter Bowen, Cock Of 
The North was his 13th 
winner of the season. 

BRIAN LEE 
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COMPETITION SUCCESS FOR RHOOSE 
LIFEGUARDS AS INDIVIDUALS SHINE 



Medal Winners 
Simon Parker 
and Karen 
O^Donoghue- 
Harris. 




Liberty Brooks 
and Ella Bulmer 


Alice Connelly 
and Evie Wong. 




FOLLOWING a successful series of 
competition dates at the Welsh Stillwaters 
earlier in the year, the end of March and 
early April saw the Nipper, Junior and 
Masters teams from Rhoose Lifeguards 
compete in the British Surf Lifesaving 
Stillwater Championships. 

Competing against teams from across England and 
Wales, held over two consecutive weekends, this year 
the competition was held at Hengrove Park Centre, 
Bristol for the Masters and locally at Cardiff 
International Pool for the Nipper and Junior teams. 

Masters team: The competition began with the 
Masters travelling to Bristol on March 29. With the 
competition held over the course of the Saturday it 
was a busy day with many competitors taking part in 
four individual races as well as relays and rope throw 
events. 

The Masters team put in some fantastic individual 
performances with gold medals awarded to Karen 
O’Donoghue-Harris, Sian Frith and Darron Corden. 

The male team achieved second place and the 
female finished in third place. The Masters secured a 
rewarding overall second place out of the 16 clubs 
competing, matching individual medal winners: 
Karen O’Donoghue-Harris - silver Manikin Carry 
with Fins, gold Manikin Tow with Fins. Sian Frith - 
gold Obstacle Race, gold Manikin Carry, gold 
Manikin Carry with Fins, gold Manikin Tow with 
Fins. Richard Davidson - bronze Obstacle Race, 
bronze Rescue Medley. Simon Parker - bronze 
Manikin Carry with Fins, silver Rescue Medley. 
Steve Baker - bronze Manikin Carry, bronze Rescue 
Medley. Darron Corden - gold Obstacle Race, gold 
Man ik in Carry, gold Manikin Carry with Fins, gold 
Rescue Medley. 


Nipper team: Saturday, April 5 saw the turn of the 
Rhoose Nippers team to compete, this year at Cardiff 
International Pool. 

The Nipper team are the youngest competitors of 
the club and after some ‘first race nerves’ the 
competition got off to a great start with all Nippers 
thoroughly enjoying the events. 

Nearly all of the Nipper team had competed at the 
recent Welsh Championships and were keen to match 
or better their times from the previous competition. 

With many of the age groups having between 40 
and 60 competitors, spread over many heats, the 
Nippers achieved some very good positions and 
personal best times. 

Special congratulations to Evie Wong who won 
bronze in the Flipper Race, silver in the Manikin Race 
and gold in the Board Race. 

The Nippers achieved came away with an overall 
position of ninth place out of the 23 teams with the 
girls’ category achieving a very respectable sixth 
position. 

Junior team: Finally it was the turn of the Juniors to 
compete on Sunday, April 6, again at Cardiff 
International Pool, for what again was to be a packed 
day of events. 

With co-ordinator Steve Baker away, team member 
Kathryn Gardner led the team of Juniors on the day. 

As with the Nippers the previous day, many of the 
Juniors had a very high number of competitors in their 
races but secured some very confident places in the 
individual and relay events. 

The Junior team would like to thank everyone who 
helped on the day with time keeping and other 
poolside duties. 

The Junior team finished the day with an overall 
position of tenth out of the 24 clubs competing. Well 
done to the Junior team! 


Overall teams: Nipper team: Elbe Bryan, Elliana 
Phillips, Scarlett Davies, Sophia Reiley, Lena Davies, 
Elena Gibson, Xantia Hobrough, Katie Sims, Moli 
Lyons, Evie Wong, Ella Bulmer, Eloise Strange, 
Yasmin Davies, Francesca Hopkins, Alice Connolly, 
Alex Moignard, Kiera Harris, Emily Parker, Brooke 
Peterson, Liberty Brooks, Helen Jenkins, Jay 
Cummings, Robert Grice, James Ashman, Cai 
Beasley, Ellis Hinton, Jamie Jenkins, Ben Cummings, 
Jai Gerrish, Sam Jenkins, Cian Davies, Taran 
Downton, Morgan Jenkins, Oliver Wong. 

Junior team: Finn Rees Alex Parry, Jason Grice, 
Rhys Gardner, Ellie Peterson, Kelsea Peterson, 
Kathryn Gardner, Lauren Blake, Kirby Redrup, 
Maisie James, Emily Baker, Sara Phillips. 

Masters team: Do mini c Lee, Richard Davidson, 
Darron Corden, Steve Baker, Simon Parker, Karen 
O’Donoghue-Harris, Sian Frith, Sarah Bryant. 

Rhoose Lifeguards Club would like to thank all of 
the parents and coaches who have given up their time 
at the competitions and training sessions over the 
winter months. 

Thanks also to all of those from the club who 
regularly help with time keeping and other duties - we 
couldn’t attend these competitions without you! 

The GB Stillwater Championship brings a close to 
the indoor pool-based competitions for the club but 
very soon the beach and sea training and summer 
competitions get under way. 

Next up is the Rhoose Surf Ski Race which takes 
place at Font-y-Gary on Sunday, May 11 with racing 
starting at around noon onwards for all those who like 
to see some first class paddlers competing - further 
details can be found on the Rhoose Lifeguards website 
WWW. rhooselife guards .co .uk 
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REGIONAL AM IS 
‘FUMING’ OVER... 

Council snub 
on schools 
consultation 


A regional AM has asked 
Education Minister Huw 
Lewis to intervene in the 
proposed closure of Tynyrheol 
Primary School in Llangeinor. 

Byron Davies says he is “unhappy” 
about the way in which Bridgend 
County Borough Council (BCBC) has 
handled the consultation over its 
proposal to close the school and also 
Betws Primary School - replacing 
them with one new school to be built 
on the existing school site at Betws. 

Llangeinor parents organised a 
petition, submitting hundreds of letters 
of objection and marching on the 
council offices. 

Mr Davies, a Conservative regional 
AM, is “fuming” that BCBC did not 
inform him of their plans. 

“I have written to Chief Executive 
Darren Mepham asking him to explain 
why myself and my fellow 
Conservative regional AM Suzy 
Davies were ignored by the council, 
although we are statutory consul tees. 
It is my understanding that the two 
other regional AMs were also ignored 
although Ogmore constituency AM 
Janice Gregory was consulted. 

“The Assembly has been in 
existence for 15 years and it is high 
time that officers understood its 
structure of constituency AMs and 
Regional AMs. We have equal powers, 
responsibilities and rights and we 
should all have been notified of the 
proposal. 

‘I missed the 
deadline’ 

“AS a result of their failure, I missed 
the deadline to submit my objections, 
which I have sent in by letter this 
week. I will also be reporting the 
council to the Ombudsman over this 
breach. 

“It is simply not good enough. 
People have a right to be properly 
represented by those they 
democratically elect to office, 
regardless of which party they 
represent.” 

Mr Davies is also asking Mr Lewis 
to call in the proposed closure to deal 
with it himself. 

“Although school closure rules 
have changed from the autumn of last 
year, councils can only make these 
decisions for themselves if they abide 
by the Welsh Government School 
Organisation Code 2013, which lays 
down how they are to proceed. 

“When I met parents at the school 
recently, I was shocked to see just how 
many breaches of this code the parents 
have uncovered. 

“There are things which the council 
should have done but which it failed to 
do and information it should have 
provided which it has not. 

“Therefore, in my view, the whole 
process is fatally flawed and the 
cabinet should not be making a 
decision to close either of these 
schools as that decision is based on 
inadequate or inaccurate information.” 

Mr Davies has sent detailed 
objections to the council which list 
alleged technical breaches of the code. 
He has also asked Mr Lewis to 
consider these breaches and intervene 
to decide this issue personally. 

“Apart from these technical 
breaches of the code, parents have put 
forward compelling arguments to 
retain their school in Llangeinor,” he 
added. 

“These include the high standards 
of education now being offered to their 


children. The council has been unable 
to quantify how putting their children 
into a more modern building will of 
itself improve standards. There has 
been no explanation about how this 
will happen. 

“The council has put forward no 
evidence to prove that the new school 
would provide either an equivalent or 
better standard of education than 
children currently enjoy. 

“The council has also failed to 
justify the closure on cost grounds 
because it has no figures as yet about 
what the new school will cost to run. 
There is no staffing structure in place 
and no governing body or headteacher 
to make any decisions so the whole 
thing is unquantifiable although the 
code demands that the council 
includes figures to justify the financial 
basis of its plans. This it cannot do. 

“Parents are rightly worried that 
their children will be disadvantaged by 
the move to Betws because they will 
be excluded from school bre^fasts 
and after school activities unless they 
have transport. 

“School bus times are likely to 
deposit the children after breakfasts 
have been served and take them home 
before any after school activities take 
place. But children in Betws will be 
able to participate as they will live 
within walking distance of the school. 

“The council has also failed to state 
how it will find the £3m it must pay 
itself for the new school as match 
funding for the £3m coming from 
Welsh Government. 

“That is another breach of the code 
as the source of capital funding must 
be revealed in the consultation 
document. 

“Parents are also challenging the 
almost £400,000 cost of upgrading 
their school which the council has 
quoted. 

“They called in their own surveyors 
and say that the cost of repairs is about 
£150,000 and accuse the council of 
inflating the repair bill as an argument 
for closure, which is also against the 
code. 

“It looks as if the council has 
attempted to drive a horse and cart 
through the regulations. I hope they 
are not allowed to get away with it.” 

A BCBC spokesman responded: 
“The code and the legislation covering 
school consultation are both open to 
interpretation as neither specifically 
lists regional AMs as being among 
statutory consultees. 

“However, the council has agreed to 
ensure that regional AMs are included 
in all future consultations of this type.” 
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I Cadets from 2117 (Kenfig Hill) Squadron. 
Photo by Fit Sgt (ATC) K Gould. b 



Cadets join RAF Wings Appeal 


CADETS from 2117 (Kenfig Hill) 
Squadron RAF Air Cadets joined 
cadets from Porthcawl, Bridgend 
and Pencoed, at the Royal Air 
Force Association Club in 
Porthcawl for their annual Wings 
Collection presentation night. 


The Wings Appeal is the RAF Kenfig Hill receiving the trophy for the 
Association’s on-going fundraising highest amount collected by a single cadet 
campaign that runs throughout the year. It of £400. 

is the fundraising arm of the Association Kenfig Hill Air Cadets also won the 
and helps raise the vital funds needed to Andrew Maund Cup for the second year 
support serving and ex-RAF personnel and running. This cup is presented to the 
their families. Squadron which collects the most for the 

The cadets collect during the Wings appeal. 

Cadets from the local squadrons collect Week which is held in September each year. Cadets from all squadrons would like to 
each year; you may have seen them on the At the presentation night, the highest thank the public for their continuing 
streets or in local shops with their collector from each squadron was presented generosity in supporting this appeal each 
collecting cans. with a trophy. Cadet Corporal Dixon from year. Lindsay Thomas 


Diabetes UK seeks 
local volunteers 



DIABETES UK is looking for 
energetic volunteers to 
support collection weekends at 
the Tesco Extra and 
Superstore in Bridgend. 

The Big Collection weekend will 
take place in Tesco stores on June 13, 
14 and 15, to raise hundreds of 
thousands of pounds for Diabetes UK, 
as part of the major national charity 
partnership between the two 
organisations. 

Diabetes UK is recruiting 4,800 
volunteers throughout the UK and is 
looking for 50 collection volunteers in 
the Bridgend area to support the Big 
Collection weekend locally. 

Volunteers can select morning or 
afternoon sessions running from 9am- 
6pm on June 13 and 14, and 10am- 
4pm on June 15. 

Diabetes UK Cymru’s Director Dai 


A lovely boy waiting to 
bounce into your life! 

BOUNCER is a three-year-old cross¬ 
breed, a lovely boy who does need 
time to get to know and trust people. 

He’s active and loves his walks, 
housetrained and fine to be left for a few hours. 

Bouncer has improved with us so much in the 
last couple of months and now enjoys going for 
long walks with our volunteers. 

He is looking for an active adult-only home 
and would need an owner who can handle large 
breeds. Bouncer needs to continue with his basic training especially 
socialisation. He is a fun and cheeky character and is one of the staff favourites! 

If you have room in your home and heart for Bouncer, please call us on 01656 
725219, or pop into Dogs Trust Bridgend, 12pm-4pm every day except Monday, 
and open late til 7.30pm on Wednesdays. 

Linda Feagan, 
Supporter Relations Officer, Bridgend 



Williams said: “We are looking for 
enthusiastic volunteers in Bridgend 
with a desire to help raise lots of 
money for a fantastic cause. 

“The weekend takes place at the 
end of Diabetes Week and it is a great 
way to inform customers about 
diabetes while raising money for 
Diabetes UK. 

“We are proud that 9 out of 10 
people who volunteered for the Big 
Collection weekend last year said they 
would volunteer again, which means 
they really must have enjoyed it. 

“We look forward to another fun 
weekend at the next collection in 
June.” 

Hannah Jarrett, from Bridgend, 
said: “I volunteered for the Big 
Collection at the Bridgend store and it 
was a great experience. 

“I enjoyed meeting other volunteers 
and it was good to speak to people 
who already knew about diabetes and 
hear their stories but also to help 
educate others and raise the public’s 
awareness of the condition. 

“If you are thinking of volunteering 
I would recommend taking part in the 
Big Collection weekend.” 

The money raised will go towards 
supporting the 3.8 million people with 
diabetes in the UK and help people at 
high risk of Type 2 diabetes reduce 
their risk of the condition. 

The Big Collection weekend in 
October 2013 raised over £380,000 for 
Diabetes UK, over £25,000 of this was 
in Wales. 

If readers are interested in 
volunteering for the Big Collection 
weekend, contact Diabetes UK Cymru 
on 029 2066 8276 or email 

BigCollection @ diabetes .org .uk 


Union calls on 
BCBC to give 
join other 
councils and 
give pay rise 


MEMBERS of 
UNISON handed 
over a petition to 
BCBC on Monday, 
calling on it to 
reverse the decision 
to withdraw from 
national pay 
bargaining. 

The petition, which 
contains almost 2,000 
signatures, forms part of 
unison’s campaign 
opposing the council’s 
plans to withhold any 
pay increase for its 
workforce this year, 
apart from a 1 per cent 
rise for the two lowest 
pay grades. 

UNISON invited the 
leader of the council, 
Coun Nott, to receive 
the petition, but the 
invitation was declined. 
Jane lies, UNISON 
Bridgend branch 
secretary, said: “If 
Bridgend council press 
ahead with these plans, 
they will inflict a 
poverty-filled future on 
so many of their 
workforce, as well as 
opening the door to 
regional pay. 

“The Bridgend 
council workforce will 
become the lowest paid 
in Wales as a direct 
consequence of this 
decision, and our 
members deserve better. 

“UNISON will not 
back down on this 
matter. We will continue 
to fight for the 


workforce in Bridgend, 
and we urge the council 
to urgently rethink their 
dangerous and unfair 
pay proposals,” she 
vowed. 

A Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) spokesman 
said: “"The proposal to 
instigate a pay freeze for 
all but the lowest paid 
council employees has 
arisen because of the 
need to deliver savings 
of £3 6m in the next few 
years, and because 
approximately 68 per 
cent of the council's 
overall net budget of 
£255m currently relates 
to staff salary costs. 

“Obviously this is a 
difficult choice to make 
as it means stepping 
away from national pay 
negotiations, but the 
authority believes that 
by doing so we will be 
able to limit job losses 
as much as possible, 
while continuing to 
provide and protect 
essential services. 

“With senior 
managers included in 
the plans, councillors 
have also been asked to 
forego the one per cent 
increase that has already 
been nationally 
approved for elected 
members across Wales. 

“The authority met 
with Unison, GMB and 
Unite earlier this week 
to discuss the proposals 
further.” 


You can find your 
GEM online at: 
www.bridgend- 
today.co.uk 
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Gymnasts are 
ready for 
British finals 


TWELVE young 
girls from 

Porthcawl will 
represent their 
schools and Wales 
in the British 
Gymnastics Schools 
finals in Stoke-on- 
Trent this month. 

In February, children 
from Nottage Primary 
(under-11) and Porthcawl 
Comprehensive (under- 
14) were selected to 
compete in the annual 
Welsh Gymnastics 
Schools competitions. 

These normally start 
with a regional 
competition, with the 
winners going on to the 
Welsh finals in Sophia 
Gardens, Cardiff. 

The winning team or 
individual moves on to 
compete in the British 
finals. 

In the regional tumble 
and vault competition, 
Nottage Primary entered 
several teams of both 
boys and girls and came 
away with both girls and 
boys team champions 
and had a second girls 
team placing third. 

All the boys were 
selected, along with three 
of the girls who placed 
individually to move 
onto the next round and 
compete in the Welsh 
finals. 

Porthcawl 
Comprehensive entered 
two girls teams, again 
taking team gold and 
team bronze. 

The four members of 
the winning team, who 
all placed individually, 
were also selected to 
move on to compete in 
the Welsh finals where 
Nia Bales came away 
overall champion. She 
will now compete in the 


British final in Stoke on 
Saturday, May 10. 

The schools’ success 
continued when Nottage 
Primary and their team - 
consisting of Ayla 
Famworth. Honey May 
Morgan, Olivia 

Williams, Talita Jones, 
Ellie Evans and Libby 
Roach - took the title of 
Welsh acrobatic 

champions, followed by 
Porthcawl 
Comprehensive and their 
team consisting of Nia 
Bales, Asia Earn worth, 
Stephenie Chilcott, Paige 
Bales, Skylar Evans and 
Bethan Golding also 
taking the title of Welsh 
acrobatic champions. 

All of these are now 
travelling to Stoke. 

The last competition 
saw Porthcawl 

Comprehensive’s Nia 
Bales, Asia Earn worth, 
Stephenie Chilcott, Paige 
Sheen and Skylar Evans 
win again, coming away 
Welsh school floor and 
vault champions. 

Only one school is 
selected from Wales to 
move onto the British 
finals from these 
competitions and it is 
quite an achievement for 
a local town to have such 
a huge representation at 
this competition, with 12 
local girls competing in 
four British finals. 

The Porthcawl 

Comprehensive students 
have been very lucky to 
receive sponsorship from 
Ed Ellis of Mercedes 
Benz and the children 
and parents are grateful 
for his help. 

They all enjoyed a fun 
filled photo shoot at their 
Pencoed showroom. 


Big win for 
the Mules 


KENFIG Hill had 
most of the possession 
for the first 10 minutes 
but the Builth defence 
managed to keep them 
out, until they gave 
away a penalty which 
outside half Lloyd 
Giles put over. 

Scrum half Tom 
Briggs made a break 
from a scrum in the 
Mules’ half, split the 
Builth defence and 
passed to full back Mike 
Kennedy to finish off 
with a try, Giles 
converting. 

Some slick passing 
saw left winger Ben 
Clarke score, Giles 
converting. 

The Kenfig backs 
were totally dominant 
and another dazzling 
move saw Kennedy score 
his second try, with Giles 
making no mistake with 
the conversion. Builth 
did not fold and came 
back with a late try to 
finish the first half off 
through back row 
forward Jeff Evans- 
Tumer. 

Builth changed their 
tactics for the second 


half, playing a forward- 
oriented game in an 
effort to keep the ball 
away from the 
rampaging Kenfig Hill 
backs, and this led to 
their second try through 
second row Lucas Evans 
under the posts. 

This spurred the 
Mules into action and 
right winger Aaron 
Grabham burst through 
to score, Giles adding the 
conversion. Not to be 
outdone, his fellow 
winger powered his way 
over minutes later with 
Giles again accurate with 
the conversion. 

Builth never gave up 
and were rewarded with 
a try by centre Gethin 
Davies, with outside half 
Rob Lloyd converting. 

Kenfig Hill finished 
off with a final flourish 
with centre Marc 
Fitzgerald powering his 
way over, with Giles 
putting over the 
conversion to finish the 
afternoon with a hundred 
percent kicking record. 

Final score: Kenfig 
Hill 45 Builth Wells 17. 

GO 


Derby delight for 
Llantwit Major... 


NOW FOR THE 
BOWL FINAL! 


UNDER the 

watchful eyes of 
Richard Hibbard, 
Alun Wyn Jones 
and Ryan Jones, 
Llantwit Major 
RFC headed to 
Cowbridge for the 
derby to try and 
emulate last year’s 
double over the 
visitors. 

The Welsh 

internationals and WRU 
cameras were there 
running a feature on 
Cowbridge and not the 
SWALEC Bowl 

finalists, but it seemed 
that Cowbridge suffered 
from stage fright as 
Llantwit posted a win. 

In typical derby 
fashion, the collisions 
were colossal and no one 
budged an inch in a 
titanic struggle. The 
game was played at such 
a pace that you wouldn’t 
think that both clubs are 
in the bottom half of the 
table. 

It was Llantwit who 
struck first with a 
penalty from Rob 
Grapes. It wasn’t long 
before the Llantwit 
pack, as in previous 
games, started getting 
parity up front and then 
ascendency, which 
allowed a platform to 
launch a number of 
attacks that were 
thwarted by a resolute 
defence. 

But with patience, a 
chink appeared in the 
defence, allowing 
Andrew McNichol to 
dart over for a try that 
was converted by Rob 
Grapes. 

Further scores by Rob 
Grapes and a brace of 
penalties from 

Cowbridge, left the 
halftime score : 
Cowbridge 6 Llantwit 
Major 13. 

It was Llantwit who 
settled first in the second 
half and took a penalty 
to extend the lead. This 
was cut shortly after by a 
third Cowbridge penalty. 

Try as they might, 
Llantwit could not find a 
way through the defence 


and the only score they 
were able to muster was 
another penalty for Rob 
Grapes. 

Following the 

addition of their coach to 
the playing action, 
Cowbridge appeared to 
be galvanized into a 
different side and the 
young back line began 
running the ball from 
everywhere and this 
allowed them to cross 
for an unconverted try to 
take the score to 14-19 
in Llantwit’s favour. 

A further penalty took 
Llantwit clear but 
Cowbridge were not 
done yet and further 
forays into the Llantwit 
half again allowed them 
to crash over for an 
unconverted try. 

The nerves on 
Llantwit’s supporters 
now started to jangle as 
Cowbridge retained the 
ball from the kick off 
and patiently drove 
upfield and became 
camped in the Llantwit 
22. However, the 
Llantwit players once 
again showed character 
and nerves of steel to 
keep Cowbridge out 
until the final whistle 
blew, to the sheer delight 
of players, coaches and 
supporters. 

ABERCWMBOI15 
LLANTWIT 10 
For their third game in 
eight days, Llantwit 
Major made the long 
journey to high-flying 
Abercmboi with the 
aim of continuing the 
momentum. 

In a game that was 
played in seasonal April 
showers it was a case of 
the team showing 
character in places but 
not being consistent for 
80 minutes. 

As with a number of 
games this season, if the 
consistency had been 
there then the league 
table may look a little 
different. 

Abercwmboi had 
obviously been prepared 
well under the watchful 
eye of Welsh 
international Ian Evans, 
who to be fair is giving 
something back to the 


Evan’s winning 
form at Lydstep 


LLANHARAN’S 
Evan David made 
every post a 
winning one on 
Brian Llewellyn’s 
Wiston Dreamer in 
the hunt members’ 
race at the Tivyside 
& Carmarthenshire 
at Lydstep last 
Sunday. 

A 6-1 chance, Wiston 
Dreamer, who had failed 
to complete the course in 


his previous four outings, 
won easily from the 
odds-on favourite In The 
West. 

Ogmore’s Nick Williams, 
who earlier this season 
clocked up his 150th 
winner between-the- 
flags, riding the Amber 
Griffiths trained second 
string Shanks A Lot did 
well to win the open 
maiden race, as his 
mount made several 
mistakes. 

BRIAN LEE 


club that started him 
off - very much like our 
own Simon Hill. 

This was a game 
where no quarter was 
asked and no quarter 
was given. From the 
touchline you could hear 
and feel the hits that 
were going in from both 
sides. 

It was nervy at times 
from Llantwit, but last 
ditch defence kept out 
Abercwmboi on several 
occasions. Halfway 
through the first half, 
Llantwit lost the services 
of hooker Lewis Collins 
who was replaced by 
Rhys Davies, making his 
first appearance since 
badly dislocating his 
shoulder against 

Glyncoch in the 
SWALEC Bowl game 
back in January. 

The pace of the game 
never let up and it was 
Abercwmboi who 
managed to score first 
through a try that had 
come from a number of 
phases. 

Llantwit were 

disappointed with the 
score as it had come as a 
result of a number of 
missed tackles. The 
converted try was the 
only score of the first 
half, meaning the teams 
turned round with 
Abercwmboi 7, Llantwit 
Major 0. 

There was no let up in 
the rain nor the massive 
collisions on the field. 
This was good to see 
from Llantwit as it 
meant that everyone had 
listened to the pre-match 
team talk which 
categorically stated that 
no one was a definite 
name on the team sheet 
for a week Sunday and 
that there will be 
surprises if people 
perform outstandingly. 

The game did 
generate a number of 
penalties that turned it 


into a stop start affair 
and saw yellow cards 
being dished out for both 
sides. 

Abercwmboi 
extended their lead with 
a penalty before some 
exciting running from 
Llantwit Major’s 

backline, and good work 
by the forwards set up a 
platform that allowed 
Josh Austin to dance 
over the line for a try 
that was converted by 
Rob Grapes. 

The Llantwit side 
then started to believe 
that a result was 
achievable and further 
infringements by 

Abercwmboi allowed 
Rob Grapes to level the 
scores at 10-10. 

Try as they might, 
neither side could breach 
the defence of the other 
side and it appeared that 
the game would end up 
as a draw, which would 
have been a fair result 
given the effort. 

But unfortunately, 
through perhaps a 
momentary lapse in 
concentration, 
Abercwmboi managed 
to get up field and score 
a try that was 
unconverted. 

This was the final 
score of the game and 
Llantwit were 

disappointed to have let 
the game slip, but if 
anything this will have 
removed any 

complacency within the 
squad as momentum 
builds for this Sunday, 
May 4, but before the 
Bowl final, Llantwit will 
have hosted Tonyrefail 
on Tuesday. 

NE 


Bowlers in 
friendly action 


COWBRIDGE 
men bowlers 
played their second 
friendly match, 
away against 
Bridgend 
Municipal, and 
achieved a hard- 
fought draw, 62-62. 

The best win was on 
skip Alan Wallace’s rink 
with Ron Fray ling, Phil 
Woosman and Guy 
Morton, and they won 
16-8. 

The rink with Bryan 
Hole, Mick Davey, 
Brian Williams and skip 
Norman Wilkinson won 
17-15 after winning two 
much-needed shots on 


the last end. 

Captain Steve 
Dickens’ rink, with John 
Collin, Ron Woolford 
and Rob Lewis, also 
needed two shots on the 
last end. They scored 
them to win 17-16. 

The only losing score 
was on skip Dennis 
Snelling’s rink, with 
Gerwyn Watkins, Len 
Taylor and Clive 
Prichard. 

They lost 12-23, but 
by picking up seven 
shots on the last three 
ends, they helped the 
match end in a draw. 

The ladies’ friendly 
match at Pencoed was 
cancelled due to rain. 

NJW 


Who wants 
to build what, 
and where? 


Mr James Marshall - 
Peter Alan Ltd, 22 
Dunraven Place, 
Bridgend - One 
internally illuminated 
fascia sign and one non- 
illuminated projecting 
sign. 

BCBC Property 
(Education) - 96 Ty 
Gwyn Drive, Brackla, 
Bridgend - Cut back 
branches overhanging 
garden and reduce 
height by 30 per cent. 

Mr EP Wooster - 26 
Birch Walk, Porthcawl, 
Bridgend - Single storey 
extension to side and 
include land into 
curtilage of dwelling. 
Gravells Ltd - unit (off 
Harman Becker) David 
Street, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, 
Bridgend - Change of 
use of industrial w/shop 
to car sales showroom 
and vehicle maintenance 
garage and alterations 
to front elevation. 

Mr PV Rossini - 5 South 
Road, Porthcawl - 
Convert disused shop to 
domestic dwelling with 
alterations to roof to 
include additional floor. 
Mr Stephen Davies - 99 
Merthyr Mawr Road, 
Bridgend - Two-storey 
detached dwelling with 
off-road parking (outline 
application). 

Miss A Watkins - 7 
Cerddi Ty Bryn, 
Pencoed - Detached 
garage, new footpath 
and galvanised railings. 
Mr David Bailey - 68 
Coychurch Road, 
Bridgend - Single storey 
rear extension, extend 
existing garage forward 
and convert roof space 
to bedroom. 

Mrs Louise Halliday- 
Jones -14 Heol Eglwys, 
Pen-y-fai, Bridgend - 
Proposed three storey 
rear extension. 

Mr and Mrs Tony John - 
Pen y Bryn, Heol Elan, 
Coity, Bridgend - Single 
storey extension and 
alterations for disabled 
person. 

Mr Allan Ladlow -13 
Merlin Close, 

Porthcawl, Bridgend - 
Single storey extension 
to rear elevation. 

Paul Sherriff-17 
Cornelius Close, South 
Cornelly, Bridgend - 
EirSt floor extension 
above existing 
garage/kitchen. 
Prinicipality Building 
Society - Peter Alan 
Ltd, 22 Dunraven Place, 
Bridgend - New shop 
front. 

Mr Makhan - Garn Inn, 
Alma Road, Maesteg, 
Bridgend - New shop 
front. 

Mr Peter Joshua -15 
Maesteg Road, Tondu, 
Bridgend - Single storey 
rear granny annexe to 
provide additional 
bedroom accommodation 
with dining room 
extension. 

HD UK Ltd-3,5 and 7 
Adare Street and 12 and 
14 Elder Street, 
Bridgend - Proposed 
refurbishment, extension 
and change of use to 
retail (Al) and 
restaurant/cafe bar (A3). 
Mr Jonathan David - 
Lavender House (adj 
CartrefNI) Waterton 
Lane, Bridgend - 
Proposed pitched roof 


dormer to rear elevation. 
Mrs A Cray -15A 
Esplanade Avenue, 
Porthcawl - Dormer to 
rear of roof on first floor 
maisonette. 

Mr Mark Lazarus - 28 
Wind Street, Laleston - 
Rear single storey 
extension dormer 
extension and 
alterations. 

BCBC Parks - 3 Pascoe 
Avenue, Bridgend - Cut 
back large overhanging 
limbs, remove dead 
wood in crowns and 
reduce height by 3m of 
three oak trees. 

Mrs Denise Smith - 23 
and 24 Greenmeadow, 
Cefn Cribbwr - Crown 
reduction and removal of 
leaning stems and 
remaintenance to old cut 
marks to one oak, one 
ash and two sycamore 
trees. 

Mrs Rita Collins - 4 
Angelton Green, Pen-y- 
fai - Crown reduction of 
oak tree. 

Miss Rhian Davies -26 
Iron Way, Tondu, 
Bridgend - Convert 
integral garage to 
habitable room. 
Bryncethin Rugby Club 
Ltd - Eormer 
Bryncethin Claypits, 
Blackmill Road, 
Bryncethin, Bridgend - 
Three rugby fields. 

Ms Susan Jones - The 
Breakers, 17 West 
Drive, Porthcawl, - 
Change of use of ground 
floor to tea rooms (A3) 
and retain residential 
use to first floor. 

Mr R Collins -10 
Glenwood Close, 
Coychurch, Bridgend - 
Proposed two storey side 
extension. 

Mr S Johal - Dyfri 
House, 56 Pyle Road, 
Pyle, Bridgend - 
Change of use from shop 
(Al) to takeaway retail 
outlet (A3). 

Mr R Thompson - 8 
Bryn Dryslwyn, 
Broadlands, Bridgend - 
Single storey extension 
to right side of dwelling. 
Mr Russell Lock - 
Eairview, 16 Rogers 
Lane, Laleston, 
Bridgend - Change of 
use from 19th century 
coachman’s dwelling to 
a one-bed annexed 
dwelling to Eairview. 

Mr C Jones-Jenkins - 
Areithin, Heol Ton, Ton 
Kenfig, Bridgend - 
Replace garage roof 
with pitch roof and roller 
door with window/door 
panel and extend roof 
over disused stone base. 
Mr Eric Shears - 4 
Meadow Rise, 
Bryncethin, Bridgend - 
Proposed conservatory 
extension to rear. 

Dr Howard Davies - 
Craig-afon, Island 
Harm Road, Bridgend - 
Erection of pitched roof 
garden room. 

Mrs A Stuckey - Bryn 
Seion Chapel, 
Coychurch Road, 
Pencoed, Bridgend - 
Convert semi-derelict 
chapel into three 
bedroom dwelling - re¬ 
sub ofP/13/650/EUL. 

Mr and Mrs Chapman - 
16 Bryn Rhedyn, 
Pencoed, Bridgend - 
Single storey extension 
to rear and side and 
raised patio area to rear. 
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I PENCOED RFC RUGBY ROUND-UP I 


Friendly win for 
Pencoed first XV 


PENCOED fielded 
a squad composed 
of first and second 
team players, 
supplemented with 
eight senior youth 
players for this 
friendly match with 
Bancroft Rugby 
Football Club at the 
Recreation Ground. 

The Essex division 3 
club competed well for 
long periods of this 
match, the final scoreline 
not reflecting their effort. 

Bancroft were 

captained on the day by 
former Pencoed youth 
player Hywel Price, who 
bagged a brace of tries to 
his obvious delight. 

The home side opened 
the scoring within two 
minutes, captain Gary 
Monies touching down 
following a close up 
scrummage drive; 
outside half Adam 
Williams converted. 

Pencoed increased 
their lead somewhat 
fortuitously. With 

Bancroft looking almost 
certain to score on the 
overlap, home wing 
Gareth Dyer gambled on 
the interception and 
raced away from 75 
metres to score; Williams 
converted. 

The tourists then 
opened their account 
with an incisive run from 
dangerous centre Chris 
Grant who put outside 
half Adam Capone over. 

Pencoed then got their 
third try, the threequarter 
line handling well for 
centre Jamie Pensom to 
put right wing Aaron 



Songhurst over with a 
well-timed pass; 

Williams added a fine 
conversion from the 
touchline. 

Match official Tony 
Williams was then 
bundled to the deck 
unceremoniously, 
accidentally flattened by 
a posse of forwards 
before instantly getting 
back to his feet to resume 
authority! 

The burly Price then 
drove over for his first 
try, with pleasure written 
all over his face as he got 
the touchdown against 
his old club. 

Pencoed hit back 
immediately however, 
Williams, Songhurst and 
Dyer handling before 
supporting prop forward 
Sam Grant crashed over 
and the home side led 26- 
10 at the interval. 

Price got his second 
try in the opening 
moments of the second 
half capitalising on a 


home defensive error 
before Pencoed 

replacement Rhys 
Bargery dummied his 
way over and his side led 
31-15. 

The visitors were now 
beginning to feel the tour 
exertions and Pencoed 
increased their lead when 
Williams found Lloyd 
Ryland with a long pass, 
the centre exposing the 
stretched defence before 
Pensom put left wing 
Leighton Williams in 
from 30 metres; Williams 
converted. 

A Pensom break then 
put co-centre Ryland 
over for Williams to add 
the extras. 

To the crowd’s 
amusement. Price came 
back on trying to get into 
a backs jersey which he 
eventually rolled down to 
waistline level! 

Pensom then ran in the 
final try for Williams to 
convert and this 
thoroughly entertaining 



Leighton Williams 
touches down 
for Pencoed. 


match ended 52-15 to the 
Pencoed combination. 

On Saturday Pencoed 
travel to Resolven for 
their final Division 3 
South West match of the 
season when a supporters 
coach will be available. 

TR 


PENCOED’S UNDER-12s 
ENTERTAIN IRISH TEAM 


THE homeboys 
hosted a touring 
team and played a 
Saturday fixture 
over the Easter 
weekend. 

Holidays and family 
time weighed heavily on 
selection with only 12 
boys available. 

Irish team means Irish 
rules, 12-a-side, three 
quarter pitch and no 
pushing in scrums. 

Birr travelled with 
plenty of voice and they 
all pitched in to 
encourage their boys. As 
an indication of 
traditions, it was 
noticeable that few of the 
Irish lads turned out 
wearing head protection. 

The boys turning out 
were Sam, Matt, Joe W, 
Cory, Curtis, Jacob, 
Lewis, Luke H, Drew, 
Jay, Tyler and Max. 

Matt jinked around the 
slightly disorganised 
Irish defenders to open 
the scores (5-0). 

Ball flowed well 
between Cory, Curtis, 
Matt, Joe, Jacob, and 
Tyler, while Sam enjoyed 
discouraging the Irish 


attacks when they chose 
to attack on his wing. 

It was a fast and 
furious game, and 
forwards Drew, Max, 
Jay, Luke and Lewis 
committed well at the 
ruck areas and the tight 
areas to front up to the 
feisty Birr boys. 

Matt scored a second 
( 10 - 0 ). 

It looked like a walk¬ 
over, but Birr awoke with 
a quick tap to put down 
their own gauntlet (10-5). 

A penalty was the start 
of another score, this 
time the Pencoed 
backline reacting quickly 
to move the ball into 
space to find Matt for a 
hat trick (15-5). 

The Pencoed boys 
stole possession and a 
Cory/Matt combo saw 
Matt put his tally to four 
tries within 15 minutes 
(20-5). 

A scrum to Birr and 
with only five forwards 
in the set play, it proved 
difficult to cover the 
blindside; smart passing 
and commitment saw 
Birr cross on the tight 
side (20-10). 

Each phase seemed to 



result in a score for one 
side. Birr opting to work 
in the tight and 
combining phases 

amongst the forwards, 
and were eventually 
rewarded for their hard 
work (35-30). 

The second half was 
an end-to-end affair. 

It was a nail-biting 
encounter played in great 
spirit, the home boys 


coping well with the 
physicality that the Irish 
brought. 

A messy phase closed 
the match, the ball 
swapping between each 
side until Curtis gathered 
and backed himself to be 
rewarded with some 
space to put in a solo 
snipe to close the game at 
40-30 in favour of 
Pencoed. 


PONTYCLUN FALCONS FLY 
HIGH OVER THE PHOENIX 


TWO tries and 
conversion gave 
Pontyclun Falcons a 
12-0 lead in this cup 
game against 

Pencoed Phoenix. 

A scrum for Phoenix 
led to a good break from 
Emma Meredith-Hughes. 
More good defence on 
Phoenix 22 kept 
Pontyclun out; Sam 
Trickey cleared well and 
that was the theme of the 
day. Kathryn Stonehouse 
and Charlie Mundy kept 
the pressure on 
Pontyclun. 

After a high tackle 
from Kathryn 

Stonehouse, a penalty 
then led to another score 
to bring it to 19-0. 
Pontyclun’s left wing 
then scored a great solo 
try under the posts to 
make it 26-0. 

Again, Pontyclun 
pressure resulted in 
another try under the 
posts, the score 33-0 at 
halftime. 

Pontyclun continued 
with the pressure driving 
into Phoenix half; 
Phoenix turned over the 
ball, and a kick ahead of 
them led to another try 
down the left wing, 45-0. 

Sam Trickey tackled 
well, forcing Pontyclun’s 
number 8 to hang onto 
the ball, giving away a 
penalty to Phoenix. 

Prom this, captain 
Lowri Reeves drove over 
the line to make the score 
45-5. 

Pontyclun scored a 
great try from under their 
posts passing along their 
backs for their winger to 
score a 70 yard try under 
the posts, and another try 
in the 60th minute came 
from the Pontyclun 
winger cutting through 



the defence of Phoenix. 

Phoenix had the last 
say of game with Amie 
Stevens linking up with 
Charlie Mundy who 
fought off the tackles to 
power over try line, 
Emma Meredith-Hughes 
kicking the conversion 
for a final score of 59-12. 

Acting coach for day, 
Paul Morgan, said: “It 
was a solid defensive 
display but with some 
missed tackles and 
dropped balls, Phoenix 
were under pressure. 
When we upped our 
game and applied the 
pressure to Pontyclun, 
they started to make 
mistakes and errors in 
game.” 

There was a good 
return for long-term 
injury victim Hannah 
Seward, who showed 
how dangerous she is in 
play. Lady of match, 
voted by Pontyclun, was 
Charlie Mundy; Phoenix 
now move onto the Plate 
cup. 

All welcome to join 
this team; contact the 
club on 01656 860152 or 
visit the Pencoed 
Phoenix Facebook. 

JH 



Young Phoenix’s narrow win 


PENCOED faced their 
toughest test of the season 
in an away fixture against a 
vastly older and more 
experienced Nelson team 
which boasted several 
Blues regional players. 

Despite a highly commendable 
season, Pencoed started the game 
as overwhelming underdogs, a 
position reinforced after a 
dominant start from the home 
team. 

An early break from the Nelson 
centre saw her race clear of the 
Pencoed defence, only to be 
denied by a fabulous chase and 
tackle by Phoenix Number 8 and 
skipper Amy Morgan. 

Having developed a reputation 
this season as a hard tackling back 
rower, Morgan proved she has the 
pace to go with her power, a 
combination vital to the Phoenix 
team. 

The Nelson domination 
continued, and some poor 
Pencoed tackling allowed the 
home team’s winger to go 40 
yards for the opening score of the 
afternoon. 

Prom the kick-off however, 
Pencoed were lifted by a moment 
of opportunism from ever-alert 
scrum-half Kayleigh Powell. 
Indecision in the Nelson ranks saw 
Powell pounce on the unclaimed 
restart and dive over for a 
confidence building try. 

Parity was short-lived however. 


after good backrow support work 
saw Nelson score an unconverted 
try, despite the best efforts of hard 
working flanker Drew Ludlow. 

As a result. Nelson switched 
their attacking thrust to their 
forwards, who looked certain to 
score from a driving maul five 
yards short of the Phoenix line. 

But ultra-aggressive burrowing 
from scrum-half Powell saw her 
rip possession from the powerful 
Nelson pack and sprint 90 yards in 
the opposite direction, looking 
certain to score her trademark 
length of the field score. 

She was halted just short of the 
line by a great tackle from the 
pacey Nelson winger, but 
tremendous support play from 
Phoenix winger Jenna Dyckhoff, 
especially in view of Powell's 
history of long-distance tries, 
allowed Powell to release the ball 
in the tackle and give Phoenix an 
unlikely share at half-time. 

The second half began with 
some more Nelson offence, but 
Phoenix, beginning to get a 
foothold in the game, became ever 
more resilient. 

Good defensive work from 
Seren Hart and Shania Brooker 
kept Nelson at bay until a quick 
pick up and run from the base of 
the scrum saw Nelson’s quality 
scrum half go 20 yards under the 
posts for a converted try and a 
seven-point lead. 

With the power of the Nelson 
team continuing to dominate. 


Pencoed could easily have 
buckled under some intense 
pressure, with injuries to Shania 
Brooker, Amy Morgan, Jade 
Thomas and the unusually quiet 
winger Megan Griffiths causing 
plenty of disruption and panic. 

Some desperate defence from 
second rower Hannah Pound, 
hoicking a clearance from her own 
dead ball area straight over her 
own head and out of play was 
testament to the mounting 
troubles. 

But the stubborn Pencoed 
mentality kept Nelson at bay and it 
was they who were next to score. 

A quick penalty tap from 
Powell saw outside half Megan 
Whittaker sublimely ghost 
through five would-be Nelson 
tacklers to take the score to 17-15. 

A Phoenix scrum on the Nelson 
22 yard line saw Powell collect the 
ball and dash over for a converted 
try which incredibly took Pencoed 
ahead 17-22 

With just 10 minutes to go, and 
Pencoed hanging on grimly, a 
thunderous tackle by Phoenix 
centre Caitlin Jones saw her 
opposite centre suffer a crushing 
blow. 

With the Nelson player unable 
to get to her feet, an ambulance 
was called and the referee sensibly 
called a halt to proceedings. 

Pinal score: Nelson 17-22 
Pencoed Phoenix. 

ROB JONES 
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APPLICATION DEADLINE: 5:00PM 7 May 2014 



homes^u 

HOTLINE 

01446 709840 


I Vale of Glamorgan Council Hafod Housing Association Newydd Housing Association United Welsh Wales and West Housing Association 

To apply call the hotline, e-mail us at 
HOMES4U@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
or apply in writing to: 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Visible Services and Housing 
Civic Offices, Holton Road, Barry CF63 4RU or 
Newydd Housing Association 
121 Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AL 


ABERAERON CLOSE, BARRY ] 


.-i .,L 

H4U Reference 287000 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Two-bedroom house 



• Centrai heating 

• Doubie-giazing 

_ i 


• Gardens 

L ■ 

Rent £100.44 per week 



inciuding water charge 


1 1 

BUTTRILLS WALK, BARRY 


CARNE COURT, LLANTWIT MAJOR ] 



H4U Reference 203107 

® _, H4U Reference 233671 



COURT ROAD, BARRY 



H4U Reference 205806 
Suitable for a single person 

• Bedsit 

• Ground floor 

• Central heating 

• Doubie-giazing 

• Communai gardens 

Rent £83.16 per week 
inciuding water charge 


Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom flat 

• Above ground floor 

• Central heating 

• Doubie-giazing 
Rent £92.19 per week 
inciuding water charge 


DE CLARE COURT, LLANTWIT MAJOR 


H4U Reference 234417 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Two-bedroom house 

• Centrai heating 

• Doubie-giazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £102.04 per week 
inciuding water charge 



Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Centrai heating 

• Doubie-giazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £104.83 per week 
inciuding water charge 


ELIZABETH AVENUE, BARRY 




H4U Reference 209101 

' Suitable for a family meeting 
^ the maximum occupancy 
I requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Centrai heating 

• Doubie-giazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £101.46 per week 
inciuding water charge 


FFORDD ELIN, BARRY 


1 

HANOVER COURT, BARRY 


MAES YR YSGOL, BARRY 



H4U Reference 1116401 
Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Gas centrai heating 

• Doubie-giazing 

• Enciosed rear garden 
Rent £93.44 per week 
inciuding service charge 



H4U Reference 1116398 

Suitable for a single person 
or couple over 60 (55 with 
medical need) 

• One-bedroom flat 

• First floor 

• Scheme manager 


Rent £97.86 per week 



H4U Reference 1116412 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Two-bedroom house 

• Gas central heating 

• Doubie-giazing 

• Parking 

• Enciosed rear garden 
Rent £75.65 per week 
inciuding service charge 


MEIRION CLOSE, BARRY 


NORTH WALK, BARRY 


NORTH WALK, BARRY 



H4U Reference 216099 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Two-bedroom flat 

• First floor 

• Central heating 

• Doubie-giazing 

• Communai gardens 
Rent £82.90 per week 
inciuding water charge 


OAK COURT, PENARTH 

^ H4U Reference 1049281 

Suitable for a single person or 
I couple over 55 

• One-bedroom flat 

• First floor 

• Scheme manager 



Pi 


H4U Reference 218023 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom flat 
.. • Second floor 

• Central heating 

• Doubie-giazing 
Rent £92.47 per week 
inciuding water charge 



H4U Reference 217976 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom flat 

• Ground floor 

• Central heating 

• Doubie-giazing 
Rent £92.47 per week 
inciuding water charge 


STRATFORD GREEN, BARRY 


ST PAULS AVENUE, PENARTH 



Rent £111.27 per week 



H4U Reference 225636 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Three-bedroom house 

• Centrai heating 

• Doubie-giazing 

• Gardens 

Rent £103.48 per week 
inciuding water charge 


You must be a H0MES4U member to apply for any of these homes. 

When bidding for more than one property you will be asked to state 

Are you a council tenant who has been j 

affected by the bedroom tax? 

your order of preference. 

All descriptions and other details are given in good faith and are 
believed to be correct but any potential tenant should satisfy 
themselves as to their correctness. 

Newydd is a charitable housing association. 

Would you like to discuss the options available? 

If so, call our Money Advice Line on 01446 709312 
for constructive, impartial advice. 

This number is not a bidding line for properties 
in this advert. 


: H4U Reference 252299 

Suitable for a family meeting 
the maximum occupancy 
requirement 

• Two-bedroom flat 

• Above ground floor 

• Central heating 

• Doubie-giazing 

• Gardens and water meter 

Rent £76.70 per week 


Visit the HOIVIES4U web page to view homes 
available immediately 

vvww.valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
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Renewable heating 
for council homes 


THE Vale Council has entered 
into a contract with a local 
company to install renewable 
heating at a number of its 
council homes this spring. 

The homes are off the main gas 
grid and are classed as ‘hard to 
treat’ because they are expensive to 
improve and are extremely costly to 
heat for the families living in them. 

Six homes in the rural Vale will 
have ground source heat pumps and 
solar water heating installed as part 
of the project. Homes in Llandow 


and Marcross were chosen due to 
their suitable locations, the families’ 
enthusiasm for the innovative 
heating improvements and the 
current poor heating systems. 

Conn Bronwen Brooks said: “I 
am delighted that we are using 
innovative technology in our 
tenants’ homes to help them to 
drive down their heating costs. 

“Too many people live in fuel 
poverty and I am committed to 
finding ways to tackle this in the 
Vale.” 



ON THE INSTRUCTIONS OF THE 
VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
RESIDENTIAL BUILDING LAND, 
DINAS POWYS NR CARDIFF 


■ SUITABLE FOR AN EXTRA CARE 
SCHEME OR OLDER PERSONS 
ACCOMMODATION 

■ 0.3 HECTARES (0.77 ACRES) 
CLEARED SITE SECLUDED POSITION 
OFF THE COMMON’ 

CLOSE TO VILLAGE CENTRE 

For Sale By Informal Tender 
ClO£irtg Date Noon 6 June 2014 

For particulars arxl information pack contact: 
gcarterfBtsavllls.com ■ Tel: 02920 368813 


Cavatina 

concert 

CAVATINA Singers, 
Penarth, celebrate 30 
years of making 
music on Saturday, 
May 17, at 730pm in 
All Saints’ Church, 
Victoria Square, 
Penarth. 

To mark its 
anniversary, the choir 
will perform a new, 
specially commissioned 
piece for SATB chorus 
and piano - ‘A Life in a 
Day’ by Penarth based 
composer, Ian Lawson. 

The programme will 
also include John 
Rutter’s ‘The Sprig of 
Thyme’, a cycle of folk¬ 
song settings as well as 
pieces by Elgar, Mansel 
Thomas, Frank Tichieli 
and Thomas Morely. 
Tickets, £8, include a 
complimentary drink and 
canapes. 

Tickets can be bought 
on the night or from 
Foxy’s Deli, Penarth. 
Find out more about 
Cavatina Singers on 
www.cavatinasingers .org 
.uk. 


Advice 

surgery 

ELUNED PARROTT, 
AM for South Wales 
Central, will be 
holding a surgery on 
Eriday, May 2, at 
Morrisons 
Supermarket, Barry, 
between 1pm and 2pm. 
No appointment is 
necessary. 


The Hedgerows, 

Whitewell Road, Barry 
Home Ownership Scheme 


homes/^ 

HOTLINE 

01446 709840 



Want to own a home of your own? 
Unable to afford market prices? 

Look no further-Home Ownership 
could be within your reach 

Two-bedroom houses 
for sale-£94,500* 

(70% of Market V^ue-£135,000) 


On the purchase price of £94,500 you would need £4,725 for a 5% deposit. 

This is a fantastic opportunity to buy a new build property in a desirabie iocation 
at an affordable price. _ 


To find out more: 


Asoi 


• e-mail: housingstrategy@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
•telephone: (01446) 709237. 
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ONE VISION IWE! 

Call Paul Williams 


01446 439 306 

01656 349 281 

B QB www.onevi8ionltd.co.uk """ | 


Keep Cool in your Conservatory 

Using Perfect Fit Blinds by Solar 

When you buy blinds for your conservatory windows, 
get the top openers free! 

No drilling! No screwing! • No mess! Child safe! 

*cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer 


Barry Bridgend 

01446 438103 01656 349473 

Many other products & great offers can be found on our website 
visit www.solarsunshades.co.uk to find out more 


AWNINGS • CANOPIES • SHUTTERS • MOTORISATION 



Vale Satellite and Solar 
Maintenance Service 

Ex BskyB Specialist Engineer 

Rusty/damaged satellite dishes replaced. 

New dish and cable installation for 
FreeSat or moving home. Sky Magic Eye 
(watch same channel in different room). 

Cable extensions fitted. Picture break up 
or missing channels rectified. 

See more on website: www.valesas.co.uk 
Text or Tel 07546318460 • FacebookiVale Satellite & Solar 


& 



1st _ 

'Aen 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. ' 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
JSy COVERING ALL AREAS 


THEmmLMfiM(Barry) 




BLINDS I 
CURTAINS! 


REASONS 

1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 

Freephone: Jt/fivicuie- 

0500 295192 

Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh 


' Vertical 


.£99^ 



AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLAnON 


A^BLIND SALEIA^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings 6f Blinds 


10144*431126.<mi»4134S1\ For home or office 


[i3[]!]aQ(iia[f[ig) ©©Cf^a©©© 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it all” 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance .co .uk 


BARRY & VALE RAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 



Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.UK 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 




GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 


GRABit 


• Building Contractors 
•Waste Disposal 

• Grab/Plant Hire 
•Aggregate Deliveries 

• Council Approved 
Contractors S oi446 700535 

GROUNDWORK CONTRACTORS LTD 





STAMTON 

CONSTRUCTION 

All building work covered 

• Roofing 

& Repairs 

• Rendering 

• Driveways 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

• Extensions 

01446 489368 


?5)©GiLlQCr^ 


Menzies 
Carpentry Services 


KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & EITTED 

All aspects of Carpentry 
work undertaken 


01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 


Th« GEM 

01446 774484 


I barry-today.co.uk 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co.uk 
bridgend-today.co.uk 


> 


Carpenter 

Joiner 

All aspects of 
Carpentry/Joinery 

Specialists in 
Kitchens & Bathrooms 

07531 370659 


CARPET/UPHOLSTERY 
CLEANING 

Professional, Reliable, 
Established. 
Prices you can’t 
afford to miss out on. 

_ Plus... _ 

Stain & Odour Removal 
FREE 

with carpet clean 

07930157952 or 
01446 737695/739603 


GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


Call 

01446 

774484 



VALE CARPETS 


f comedo to^ 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Ako Carpet, Uphoktery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 




CHIMITEY SWEEP 

• CNrrrA., f■rd — m 

• .jwr-ftad W 

• *• j -#n»' W 

• K6 . ^.1,1 

Cai 01446 771567 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 



































































































































Dor 


err 

trofessional 
ur A-Z list 



<CliE>[Il[bQ© ®QS120I^T> 


1 1 IWT_ ] _ A.1^1 _ 

_ f*_] *_ J.1 _1 


WINDOWS 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

^ Call Martyn on: 

^ 01446 796795 

07712 631772 

martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk ^ 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


©CDgI 

Y^le Dog 

cTo Grooming 
Cowbridge, 

Tit CF7I 7UL V 
Full Professional 
Service 

Pick up & drop off 
•n available 
01446 760 236 
07854 30 10 20 



SBS 


Services 

DRIVEWAYS • PATHS • PATIOS 

I Overlay that dull 
I concrete or damaged 
I tarmac with one of our 
I range of resin bonded 
I natural stones & create 
I a solid surface that will 
3 enhance your property 
I and go on looking 
I good for years to come. 
Call Steve on 07983 210973 
or Rhidian on 07761 570819 



Llewellyn Garden Services 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
*iyeatment Piants * 
*Groundworker* 
and tarmac 


Mowing, Hedge Cutting, 
Fencing, Garden Clearance, 
Patio Washing 

Great House Farm 
Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 


A 

mgs I 



GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

In the Vale serving the Vale 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
0I446 743I8I 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

\ City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


LUMBERJACKS 

TREE & GARDEN SERViCES_ 

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

• Tree felling • Tree preservation 

• Dangerous tree work orders checked 

• Crown lifting for free 

• Dead wooding • Dismantling 

• Thinning out & stump • Pruning 
removal (at reduced rate • Pollarding 
if we have removed tree) 

I WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTE~| 

• Lawns • Hedges • Bushes • Fencing & 
gravel patches • All waste & by products 
removed for free • All jobs considered 
Free Estimate, Fully Insured, Sam to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 
^ ^ 01446 728137 or 07785 943145 


Briixe ¥u£ Tks Services 

Qnopialictc in felling, pruning, 

auctidll&lb III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees thinning out and 

TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 

COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 11365? 
SITE CLEARANCE or 07921 902729 


WE DO IT AIL! 

Don’t blow your budget - ^ 







07710 242013 or 01446 760023 




fst 2hrs only US 

Minimum 4 hours call out 

Pruning, Hedges, Lawns, Clearance, 
Gutters, Jet Washing, Landscaping 
Est 2002 Tel: 07866 544 951 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Groimd clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 





cm m 
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NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shmbs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


The 




Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


U Direct 
I Collect : 
Services ' 

Light removals 
- odd jobs 

Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 


sQ©(Bticf'a©aa ©©cfwa©©s 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

-|"-« 

^ Domestic 
I ■_! Installer 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 


Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


• ■4 
Davciiti 

ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENfRE 
01446 700200/730884 


The GEM 01446 774484 




Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

° R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency caU-out, re-wires, sockets, Ughts, Security. 

National Inspection Cciuncil for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 
07885 347642 


•i 


Ell 

Approved Contractor 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
8i Certifica tion 

s IHI 

07891 965150 
01446 700182 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 985 o 



house or garden? 

Call the man who can! 

No job too small. Trustworthy 
handyman. CRB/DBS checked. 
Tel: 01446 792543/07903 755055 
& talk to Phil or email 
themanwhocanBO 14@outlook. com 


nouse or i 





All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Connpetitive&Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 


PPS I jW Bathrooms 


HEATING & PLUMBING 
SERVICES 
Combi Boiler 
Specialists ^^1 
Installation Kflinl 
& Servicing ■■■■ 

M 07779 393506 


Plumbing •Tiling 
Plastering ‘Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


Sr Ufcd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 

• Landscaping • Fencing 

• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 




'DC Flumbififi 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

VX..4 orff m Mfp 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No jq^ 
too small _ 

01446 678671 
07526 125982 



1 P EDVVA.RDS 

R8 & 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns |||||| 
Taps & Washers • Radiators no.5™4 


014M 790127 0771900SS20 I 

.»ia tiinr ■ 

Q f JFL Plumbing & Heating 

S 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 

IIP Combination Boiler Specialist 
P ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 * 

For aU your plumbing and heating requirements^^^^ 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 30i 6i 6 




Driving School Ltd 

• 10 lessons from £150 
Learn to Drive from 14 years old from £23 
• Gift Vouchers available 

0800 0280 406 

w ww.catsey esdri vingschool .co .uk 


Gas 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

porthcawl-today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 



SEE ROOFERS 
ON NEXT PAGE 
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DAVID RYAN 
ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, Repairs, 
New Roofs, Rubber 
Flat Roofs, Chimney, 
Valieys & Gutters. 

www.davidryanbuilder.co.uk 

01656 782968 
or 07885 932468 
07926 947631 


The CiEM 

01446 774484 


Roofing 
specialists 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


Aiffarttloverlloo^ 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 

EsT. over 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 



Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



CLASSIFIEDS 

• Family 

Announcements 

• Recruitment 

• Buying & 
Selling 

• Trade 

• Property 

• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Graduation 

• Births etc 

Use 

to reach all the 
people 
you need to! 

Call 01446 
774484 

for friendly, 
helpful advice. 

gemsales@ 

tindlenews.co.uk 



^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 ^ 

(evenings) 


\!*17§JCfQ(i©(^ 


WANTED 

for cash in all areas 

Cars, Vans, Lorrys 
& Quads. In any 
condition running or 
not. With or without 
MOT, insurance loss 
or third party. 

£150-£2500 

Please ring anytime 
7 days 9am -10.30pm 


Office: 01446 732222 
Mobile: 07816 205895 



\!U7aDQti©(£l 



SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887,; 
07971 648596 


DEAD OR ALIVE 


DEAD OR ALIVE 
CARS & VANS 


Fast, friendly service 


Free Collection 


TRADIMC 

• MoT failures 

• Insurance write offs 

• Accident damaged 

• Up to £5000 paid 
> Anything considered, give us a call 

Registered with Environment Agency & Council 

01446 500229 or 07531 782162 


RECOVERY a TRANSPORT SERVICE AVAILARLE 


Th© GEM 01446 774484 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 


Barry’s newest car 
dismantling facility 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
& Vale of Glamorgan Council 

Free of Charge: 
Immediate payment of up to £10,000 • Light demolition 
MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. * Factory/Farm Clearances 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, • All grades of metal taken 
Aluminium / Stainless steel, • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

Computer boards / Electric cable • Household appliances 
and catalytic converters _ • Car batteries _ 

I CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday , 
Lj)1 446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526^ 
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VALEof GLAMORGAN 

- NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION 

OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 

_SECTION 119 HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

BRO MORGANNWG jHE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(PUBLIC FOOTPATH 
N0.5 LAVERNOCK) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION 
ORDER 2014 


RHYBUDD O GADARNHAU GORCHYMYN 
LLWYBR CYHOEDDUS 
ADRAN 119 DEDDF PRIFFYRDD 1980 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
(LLWYBR TROED CYHOEDDUS 5 
LARNOG) 

GORCHYMYN AILGYFEIRIO LLWYBR 
CYHOEDDUS 2014 

Ar 15 Ebrill 2014, cadarnhaodd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 
y Gorchymyn uchod. 

Effaith y Gorchymyn fel y’i cadarnhawyd fydd 
ailgyfeirio’r llwybr troed cyhoeddus yn y modd a welir yn 
yr Atodlen ac arfap y Gorchymyn. 

Bydd copiau o’r Gorchymyn a gadarnhawyd a map y 
Gorchymyn, i’w gweld yn rhad ac am ddim yn ystod yr 
wythnos yn y cyfeiriad isod, rhwng 9:00am a 4:00pm o 
1 Mai 2014 hyd 12 Mehefin 2014. Bydd copiau o’r map 
a’r Gorchymyn ar worth yn y fan honno am £4.50 yr un. 
Daw’r Gorchymyn hwn i rym ar 1 Mai 2014. Serch 
hynny, os bydd unrhyw un sy’n tybio iddo gaol cam, 
yn dymuno holi ynghylch dilysrwydd y Gorchymyn neu 
unrhyw ddarpariaeth ynddo, am nad yw o fewn pwerau 
Deddf Priffyrdd, ynteu na chydymffurfiwyd a gofynion y 
Ddeddf neu reoliadau a wnaed o dani wrth gadarnhau’r 
Gorchymyn, caiff yr unigolyn hwnnw wneud cais i’r 
Uchel Lys o dan baragraff 2 Atodiad 2 o’r Ddeddf drwy 
weithrediad paragraph 5 Atodlen 6, cyn pen 6 wythnos 
o 1 Mai 2014. 

Dyddiedig 1 Mai 2014 
Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Datblygu, 

Swyddfeydd y Dociau, Heol yr Isffordd, Y Barri, 
CF63 4RT 


On the 15th April 2014 The Vale of Glamorgan Council 
confirmed the above Order. 

The effect of the Order as confirmed is to divert part of 
the public footpath as set out in the Schedule and shown 
in the Order map. 

A copy of the confirmed Order and Order map may 
be seen at the address below free of charge between 
9:00am and 4:00pm on weekdays from 1st May 2014 
until 12th June 2014. Copies of the Order and map may 
be bought here at a price of £4.50. 

This Order comes into force on the 1st May 2014, but if 
any person aggrieved by the Order desires to question 
its validity or that of any provision contained in it, on the 
ground that it is not within the powers of the above Act, 
cr cn the ground that any requirement of that Act cr any 
regulaticn made under it has not been complied with in 
relation to the confirmation of the Order, he/she may, 
under paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the Act as applied by 
paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to the Act, within 6 weeks from 
1st May 2014 make an application to the High Court. 

Dated this 1st May 2014 
Director of Development Services 
Dock Offices, Subway Road, Barry, 

CF63 4RT 


RHYBUDD O WNEUD GORCHYMYN 
DEDDF PRIFFYRDD 1980 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
(LLWYBR TROED CYHOEDDUS 
18 Y BARRI) 

GORCHYMYN GWYRO LLWYBR 
CYHOEDDUS 2014 




NOTICE OF MAKING OF AN ORDER 
HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 
THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(PUBLIC FOOTPATH 
NO 18 BARRY) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION 


ORDER 2014 


Bydd y gorchymyn uchcd a wnaethpwyd ar 15 Ebrill 
2014, cdanAdran 119 Deddf Priffyrdd 1980, yn 
ailgyfeirio rhan o Llwybr Troed Cyhoeddus 18 Y Barri, 
sy’n rhedeg o GGC 311097 169429 hyd at GGC 
311452 169451 drwy ei ailosod ar linell sy’n rhedeg o 
GGC 311097 169429 hyd at GGC 311452 169451, fel 
y’i dangosir ar fap y gorchymyn. 

Mae copiau o’r gorchymyn a’r map wedi’u gcscd, a 
chewch eu gweld yn rhad ac am ddim yn Swyddfa’r 
Dec, Dcciau’r Barri, Y Barri, CF63 4RT yn ysted criau 
swyddfa arfercl. Cewch brynu ccpiau c’r map a’r 
gcrchymyn yn y fan henne am £4.50 yr yn. 

Cewch wneud sylwadau ar y Gorchymyn neu’i 
wrthwynebu drwy anfen Ilythyr at Gyfarwyddwr 
Gwasanaethau Datblygu Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Swyddfa’r Doc, Dcciau’r Barri, Y Barri, CF63 4RT 
erbyn 29 Mai 2014, a dylech nedi eich rhesymau dres 
ymateb. 

Os na ddaw sylwadau neu wrthwynebiadau i law, 
neu os caiff y rhai a dderbyniwyd eu tynnu’n 61, 
bydd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg yn rhydd i gadarnhau 
bod y Gorchymyn yn ddiwrthwynebiad. Os caiff y 
gcrchymyn ei anfon at Weinidogion Cymru ar gyfer ei 
gadarnhau, bydd y sylwadau a’r gwrthwynebiadau nas 
tynnwyd yn 61, yn cael eu hanfon ar yr un pryd. 


The above order, made on the 15th day of April 
2014, under Section 119 of the Highways Act 1980, 
will divert part of the Public Feetpath Nc 18 Barry 
running frem NGR 311097 169429 tc NGR 311452 
169451 tc a line running from NGR 311097 169429 
to NGR 311452 169451 as shown on the order 
map. 

A copy of the order and the order map have been 
placed and may be seen free of charge at The 
Docks Office, Barry Docks, Barry, CF63 4RT during 
ncrmal cffice heurs. Cepies cf the order and map 
may be bought there at the price of £4.50. 

Any representations about or objections to the 
order may be sent in writing to the Director of 
Development Services, Docks Office, Barry Docks, 
Barry, CF63 4RT net later than the 29thth day of 
May 2014. Please state the grounds on which they 
are made. 

If no such representatiens cr cbjecticns are duly 
made, or if any so made are withdrawn, the Vale 
of Glamorgan Council may cenfirm the order as an 
unopposed order. If the order is sent to the Welsh 
Ministers for confirmation any representations and 
objections which have not been withdrawn will be 
sent with the order. 


Dyddiedig 1 Mai 2014 


RAIL BREAKS 



London THeatre 
Supersaver 
4rk^ Rail Brealcs 


Departures available until 
Dec 2014 
Price includes 

• Return standard class rail travel with 
reserved seats to London fronn a choice 
of local stations •Two nights’ bed and fuli 
English breakfast accommodation in the 
four-star standard Thistle City Barbican 
Hotei (a range of upgrade hotels are 
available for a supplement) • A top price 
Friday evening ticket from a superb choice 
of top shows • Time in Central London for 
shopping and sightseeing 

An exciting range of aiternative travei and ticket packages is 
aiso avaiiabie 


www.newmarket.travel/glg17362 
eg) 0843 316 1166 quoting code GLG 

Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTAV787X. Subject 

to avaiiabiiity. Single supplements apply. Calls cost €&ABTA 

5p per minute. t». 


Dated this 1st day of May 2014 


BUYING A 
NEW CAR? 

Advertise 
your old 
one with us 
£20 -I- VAT 

Telephone Gareth 

01446 774484 



jam 


Ford Fiesta 
1.3 54 Plate 

Silver, low mileage, 
E/W, CD Player, 
MOT Dec 14, 
excellent condition. 

For further info, call: 
01446 792652 

17/18 


Toyota Aygo 
Platinum 1.0 
3-Dr 2010 

Silver, A/C, FSH, 12 months 
MOT, 10 months Tax, 1 
owner, very low mileage 
(6,258). Immaculate 
condition. £5,695 
07792 621930 ^,,3 



2010 Yamaha 
FZ6 - S2 

Yellow and Black, 

1 owner, FSH, 5,000 
miles, new MOT, 6 
months tax, immaculate 
condition. £2,900 ono 
01446 792780 

17/18 


06VAUXHALL 
COMBOVAN 

1.3 CDTI 

11 months MOT, 3 
months Tax, ladder rack, 
tow hitch, 116,000 
miles, new discs/pads. 

£1,595 ono 
01446 402848,3,3 



inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 

Cream 

Leather 

Sofa 

Excellent condition. 

£ 100 . 

01446 746358 


4 Dark Brown Leather 
Dining Chairs 
In good order £200. 
Square Wooden 
Dining Tabie 
Top opens out 
double £100. 
02920 711407 
(Penarth) 


MOTHER OF THE 
BRIDE OUTFIT 

John Charles, 
size 14, amethyst 
colour £250 ono 
Matching Hat, Bag, 
Shoes (5) £50 ono. 
01446 772369 
(Cowbridge) 


MAMAS & 
PAPAS 

Pram, pushchair and 
car sear. Grey in 
colour, good 
condition, £ 140 . 
01446 743615 
(Barry) ^,,,3 


Zanussi ZCV 563 
Electric Cooker 

50cm wide, ceramic 
hob, double oven, 
brand new. 

£300 ono 
01656 667519 


SHAGGY 
PILE RUG 

Large Black & White, 
approx 5’ x 8’ £30. 

2 Black & White 
Lamps £20 ono. 
01446 742560 


Freezer 

84cm H, 50cm W, 
50cm D £45. 
Bedhead 
Very good 
condition £10. 
01446 773481 ^ 

Antique Chest 
of Drawers 

In honey - two small 
and three large 
drawers. 

£100 ono 
01446 774557 
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Temporary Distributors 

Required to deliver the Thomson Local 
in Cardiff, Llandaff, Barry, Llanederyn, 
Radyr, Llantwit Major, Ystradowen, 
Cowbridge, Penarth and 
surrounding areas. 

Good rates of pay and flexible working hours. 
You will need a car to transport your directories. 

Call 01252 390990 

www.bookaroute.com 
Text CARDN to 07786 208008 


DISTRIBUTORS 

Deya requires Temporary Distributors 
to deliver the new Yellow Pages in the 
local area. A car is required. 

For more information and to apply online, 
please goto: 

www.deya.co.uk/jobs 

Alternatively call us (24 hours) on: 

01 1 8 989 9909 / 0800 298 71 01 


DEYA 


The Beech 
Tree Inn 

Old Port Road 
Culverhouse Cross 

requires experienced 

CHEF DE 
PARTI E 

Must have own transport. 
Please phone 

02920 593106 




Licensed 
restaurant 
for rent 

near Southerndown 
beach 

50 covers on two levels. 
Lock up £250 or £420 
per week with large flat. 

Tel: 01656 881939 or email: 
sandmartfrolics@aol.com 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 


LADY 

CLEANER 

REQUIRED 


for Saturday 
afternoons, £20 for 
2 & 1/2 hours work 
(1pm-3.30pm). 

Apply to Mrs Edwards 
01446 792487 



PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

To whom it may concern, 
l/We, RUMURS BARRY 
LTD, do hereby give 
notice of an application 
to The Licensing 
Authority (Vale of 
Glamorgan Council) for 
the variation to premises 
licence at 12-14 Broad 
Street, Barry known as 
GORDON BENNETTS 
RUMURS, BARRY LTD 
The application is to vary 
the licence. 

Any person wishing to 
make representations to 
this application may do 
so in writing to the 
Licensing Department, 
Vale of Glamorgan 
Council, 

Civic Offices, Holton 
Road, Barry CF63 4RU, 
not later than 28 days 
after the date of this 
notice. Representations 
received after this date 
will not be considered. A 
copy of the application 
can be viewed at the 
Civic Offices during 
normal office hours. 

It is an offence knowingly 
or recklessly to make a 
false statement in 
connection with this 
application. The 
maximum fine on 
summary conviction 
being £5,000. 

Signed: R.E.D. Hopkins 
Dated 25th April, 2014. 



I* LLEWELLYN*! 

Mary 

Peacefully on Tuesday April 22 at Princess of 
Wales Hospital Bridgend, Mary of Great House 
Farm, Penllyne, beloved wife of the late Peter, 
devoted mother of Christine, David and Rob, 
mother-in-law of Robert, Talina and Tina, loving 
grandmother of Rhiannon, Huw, Rhys, William, 
Tom and the late Claire, and great grandmother 
of Oliver and Mali. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Friday May 9, service 
1.30pm at Penllyne Church, followed by cremation at 
Coy church Crematorium Bridgend at 2.45pm. 

No flowers by request, donations in lieu, if desired, 
to Ward 2 Stroke Unit, Princess of Wales Hospital 
c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, Vale of 
Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 



40. JOE BAKER 42. 


'if^ppy 14th Birthday 
on 5th May ^ 

Lots of love from 
your biggest fans 
Mum, Dad, Abi 
& all the family 



5 HAPPY 18th BIRTHDAY • HAPPY 18th BIRTHDAY = 

\ Megan 
I Osborne 

5 Happy 

; 18 th 

Birthday Meg 

5 (6th May) 

I All our love 

Z Mum, Dad & Grace 

u XXX I 

a HAPPY I8th BIRTHDAY • HAPPY 18th BIRTHDAY C 




ABIGAIL MAKER 

Happy 1st Birthday! 
Abigail 

Lots of love, 
Nanny Lyn^ 
Gramps and big 
brother Jayden 


xxxx 





NORMAN *f 
Don 

On Wednesday, 23rd April, Don, dearest husband 
of Barbara and a treasured father, grandpa, 
brother and friend. 

Resting at Southfields Funeral Home until the service 
at St John the Baptist Newton Church, Porthcawl on 

Wednesday, 7th May at 12 noon, followed by interment 
at Porthcawl Cemetery at 12.45pm. Family flowers 
only please, by request. For further enquiries contact 
Evan E Thomas & Sons, Southlands, South Road, 
Porthcawl, CF36 3DA. Telephone 01656 783383. 



DAY 

Henry Alfred - ‘Harry’ 

Sadly passed away at Bella Vista Nursing Home on 
April 26,2014, aged 88 years. Dear father to Clive, 
Sheila, Julia and Beverly. Loving grandfather and 
great grandfather, and dearest friend to Marge. 
Harry will be missed by all his family and friends 
he loved. 

Resting at Park Independent Funeral Directors, 7 
Tynewydd Road, Barry, until his funeral service at Barry 
Cemetery chapel on Friday May 9 at 12pm, followed by 
interment at 12.30pm in toe cemetery. Rowers may be 
sent to the funeral directors or donations may be made at 
the service in memory of Harry to the Stroke Association. 



Poor response to 
community cabinet 


T he success of the community 

meetings held by Alun Cairns MP, 
at the end of last year, 
demonstrates that many people are 
interested in local affairs and are eager to 
attend public meetings. 

So it is clear that when this week’s Vale Council 
community cabinet meeting, held in St Athan on 
Monday at 6pm, attracted no members of the public 
(except me), something is wrong with how the 
council engages with the public. 

The community cabinet meeting in St Athan was 
abandoned after 30 minutes, rewarding the cabinet 
for their failure by allowing them home 90 minutes 
early - whilst the public picked up the costs 


Calling all Cubs 
at Llancarfan! 


N 1948, an 18- 
year-old land 
girl by the name 
of Ruth Groves was 
posted to work for 
Mr Harry Dale at 
Ty Mawr, 
Llanbethery. 

She soon was 
involved in the 
conununity, attending 
church and joining in 
other organisations. 

She soon identified 
that there was no Cub 
Scout group in the area 
and that there were 
many boys of that age in 
the village. 

Using her training as 
a Girl Guide Ranger, she 
formed a Cub Scout 
group, made up of Mary 
Griffiths, Top End boys 
John and Godfrey 
(Andrew was too 
young). Cliff and Eva 
Morgan’s boys, the Lee 
boys, Mrs Dorothy 
Price, Pancross boys, 
and many others. 

Clive Jenkins recalls 
that when he spoke to 
Ruth whilst wearing his 
Cub uniform, he stood 
to attention; he doesn’t 
explain whether it was 
with respect or fear! 

I also remember, as 
Ruth’s husband, 54 
years of duty called; 
orders such as ‘don’t be 
late for dinner’. 

Later, while living at 
Abernant, Ruth became 
a school dinner 


supervisor at Llancarfan 
School and for many 
years worked at the Fox 
and Hounds for Edgar 
Balchin and Trixie 
Phillips, putting into 
place arrangements for 
wedding receptions. 

Recently, I have 
placed a seat at The 
Llancarfan Society 
Petanque Piste, 
adjoining the tennis 
court. School Hill, to 
commemorate Ruth’s 
life in Llancarfan. 

On Sunday, May 4, 
Clive Jenkins and his 
sister Barbara have 
promised to meet me 
there to sit and recall 
days gone by from 2pm. 

In the event of wet 
weather, the village hall 
will be open for a cup of 
tea or refreshments of 
choice (bring your 
own!) 

If anyone wishes to 
join us, they will be 
most welcome, 
particularly members of 
the Cub families, who 
may want to share 
where they’ve been and 
what they’ve been up to 
for the past 65 years! 

Weather permitting, 
attendees may be 
interested in being 
introduced to the game 
of petanque (boule) as 
well. 

Phil Watts, 

Barry. 


More growth 
in Wales? 



REFER to Jane 
Hutt’s GEM 
article on April 
24 - ‘More growth 
in Wales than rest 
of UK’. 

How can she claim 
such success with 
employment after 
Labour’s First Minister 
was caught using dodgy 
statistics to back up his 
claim that youth 
unemployment in Wales 
is the lowest of all UK 
nations? 

Especially when the 
most authoritative data 
from the International 
Labour Organisation 
shows Wales has the 
highest unemployment 
in the UK! 

This is in spite of the 


four billion pounds 
worth of European 
funding that has been 
channelled into the 
Welsh economy since 
2000, specifically to 
west Wales and the 
Valleys; and what good 
has it done, when 15 
Welsh authorities still 
qualify for convergence 
(EU charity) funding? 

And guess what? 
Labour’s about to throw 
another two billion 
pounds into yet more job 
creation schemes. 

Meanwhile, we don’t 
even have decent bus 
services outside of 
Cardiff. 

Gordon Wilkie, 
Llantvrit Major 
(Conservative). 



associated with the meeting. 

The council generally doesn’t advertise these 
community meetings on its website, on social 
media, on notice boards or in the local press, with a 
few exceptions such as last month’s meeting in 
Penarth. 

I have attended meetings in Cowbridge and 
Barry, where just six people turned up to question 
the cabinet. Interestingly, one of the best attended 
meetings was in Peterston-Super-Ely at 2pm, when 
the local community council seized the initiative 
and promoted the event in their community - and 
word reached groups in Barry who also attended. 

The community cabinet meetings are held, 
according to the council’s website, due to a “vow to 
make local decision-making more transparent and 
inclusive.” It would seem that the cabinet has 
failed to achieve its goal. 

I knew about the St Athan meeting because I 
proactively asked the right question of someone 
who knew about this “secret” community cabinet 
meeting... 

Ian Perry, St Nicholas. 

Volunteers and 
the libraries... 


I T is with great 
dismay that I 
heard about 
possible library 
closures in our 
area -1 hope this is 
not true. 

Also libraries that 
remain will be run by 
volunteers. How can 
this be? I have worked 
in the library service and 
had to produce 
qualifications to secure a 
post and also attend 
expensive courses, such 
as the ECDL, at the 
behest of management. 

The banks had 
problems due to 
mismanagement. Is this 
what has happened to 
libraries who have had a 
lot of expensive 
equipment installed in 
the last few years? 

Will managers be 
affected at all, or will 
they remain in post? 
Their job is to manage. 
which means to control 
and administer correctly. 


Thousands of pounds 
have been spent on the 
Mayor’s parlour, and 
chairs costing hundreds 
of pounds each for the 
councillors to sit on 
seem an inordinate 
waste, as few members 
of the public ever see 
them. 

The library is the 
centre for knowledge 
and a meeting place 
socially for the public 
who, after all, pay rates 
in large sums for that 
privilege. 

I have grandchildren 
struggling to achieve 
qualifications. 

Should I tell them not 
to bother, as volunteers 
seem to be the solution 
to money problems - 
and it may happen next 
in schools and hospitals? 

I accept the lack of 
black bin bags, but I do 
not accept the absence of 
my library as I know it. 

L Gatt, 

Barry. 


Let councillors 
take the lead! 


T here is talk 
that the Vale 
Council is 
proposing staff in 
four libraries in the 
Vale be reduced 
and then volunteers 
are to run these 
libraries on a 
reduced basis. 

I challenge the 
council to lead from the 
front and for four 
councillors to volunteer 
their services, with no 
recompense from the 


council. 

They must publicly 
show that over a six- 
month period they 
operated as full 
councillors and drew no 
money from the council. 

In other words, they 
have volunteered! Do 
this and prove to the 
people who elect you 
that you are prepared to 
operate as you ask others 
to do. I await your 
response. 

Charles Ian Allen, 
Boverton. 


Arthritis support 

AGE CONNECT Cardiff & Vale are holding a 
support session at the Senior Health Shop, 
Holton Road, Barry, where professional advice 
will be available from Arthritis Care in Wales, 
on May 6 (from 10am-12noon ) 

This will include informaion on support 
services for those with this condition, and what 
other help is available, both practical and 
emotional. 

Call 01446 732385 for further information. 
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Sponsor Tosh Taylor with Dan Jarvis, captain Mike King, winner 
Clive Edwards and Tim Jarvis. 


Clive triumphs 
at golf meeting 


The monthly 

meeting of the 

Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf 
Society was held last 
Thursday, April 24, 
at Cardiff Golf 
Club - with 30 

competitors all 
attempting to win 
the Vale’s own 
version of the 

famous ‘Walker 
Cup’ supplied and 
sponsored by 

Cowbridge based 
solicitors Gaskell & 
Walker Ltd. 

The tree-lined 

fairways that are a 
feature at this prestigious 
club, proved quite a 
hazard, with many hard - 
luck stories being shared 
later in the clubhouse. 

Difficult pin positions 
and wet conditions under 
foot also contributed to 
the low scores being 
returned with a few 
members even 

considering disposing of 
their clubs via e-bay! 

However, credit must 
be given to Colwinston 
farmer and Dragon boat 
racer Clive Edwards who 
overcame such 

distractions to return a 
winning score of 30 
stableford points to 
collect first prize from 


generous sponsor Mr 
Anthony Taylor. 

A superior back nine 
by Dan Jarvis proved 
crucial enabling him to 
claim the runner up 
position from his father 
Tim both finishing with 
29 points. Clive Thomas 
with 28 points finished 
fourth. 

Overseas visitor Chris 
Premock, a resident of 
Sudbury near Boston, 
USA, and the son-in-law 
of society member John 
and Andrea Caines, 
enjoyed his final day in 
the UK to return the 
highest score of the day 
to win the guest section 
with 31 points. 

Nearest the pin on the 
‘Llanerch Vineyard and 
Restaurant’ sponsored 
par 3 holes were Richard 
Jones, Julian Kelly, Dan 
Jarvis, Tosh Taylor, Tim 
Jarvis and Griff Morgan 
while Martin Edwards 
collected the ‘Bear Hotel, 
Cowbridge sponsored 
prize for hitting the 
longest drive on the 
selected hole. 

Godfrey Lewis 

correctly guessed 29 
balls would fail to make 
the journey home to 
collect the Premier Turf 
sponsored bottle of 
whiskey resulting in £90 
being shared between 
Velindre Hospital and 
The Alzheimer’s Society 


adding to the magnificent 
sum of £3,000 raised by 
Tosh Taylor’s daughter 
Catherine who recently 
competed in the London 
marathon. 

The society’s next 
meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, May 29, at the 
Grove Golf Club when 
members will be playing 
their annual medal 
competition for the 
Shrieval Trophy, 

sponsored by Mr Mark 
Rees and family. 

A reminder to golfers 
reading this column that 
it is not too late to enter 
the Kelly & Harris 
charity golf day in aid of 
Velindre hospital 

scheduled for Eriday, 
May 16, at the Grove 
Golf Club. Eurther 
details can be obtained 
from event organiser Mrs 
Pam Harris on 01446 
772057. 

Nipper Jewell Knock 
Out competition 2nd 
round: Chris Rooney v 
David Williams; Godfrey 
Lewis V Keith Davies; 
Mike King v Mike Lee; 
Mark Rees v Griff 
Morgan; Keith James v 
Neil McLean; Martin 
David V Geraint Davies; 
Gareth Perkins v Glyn 
Watts-Jones; Bryan 
Owen V Dan Jarvis. 
Matches to be played by 
Thursday, May 29. 


TMcC 

Dutch rughy team 
highlights June 
Armed Forces Day 


THE Dutch visiting side from 
s-Hertogenbosch proved 
emphatic winners over Army 
Reserve (Wales) in what could 
become an annual rugby event. 

The Dutch side was handicapped by 
losing no less than 10 players called 
for duty with their national side, but 
even so managed an 18-11 victory over 
the fledgling Army Reserve side. 

The game, billed as the opener to the 
run-up to Armed Eorces Day Wales on 
June 28 was played at Cowbridge 
between two teams mindful of the 
significant historic implications of the 
meeting. 

“It is important that we keep the 
remembrance,” said Dutch team 
organiser Maikel Weyes, who is also a 
committee member of the Society of 
October 1944, responsible for the 
city’s commemorations. 

“This game was suggested by the 
Armed Eorces Day organisers and of 
course we had to accept. Hopefully 
next year, a team will come out to us 


from Wales and we will keep the 
connection going.” 

In 1944, 70 years ago, the largely 
Territorial 53rd Welsh Division 
liberated s-Hertogenbosch with a loss 
of over 146 lives. 

The Dutch city has never forgotten, 
and each year celebrates its liberation. 
But 70 years on, the number of 
veterans still alive has dwindled and 
reluctantly the city has decided that 
this year will be the last big 
commemoration. 

In June, the mayor of s- 
Hertogenbosch will lead an 80-strong 
band and 100-strong choir, as well as a 
group of some 22 cyclists, who will 
cycle from s-Hertogenbosch to Wales 
carrying with them a Davy lamp that 
will have been lit from the eternal 
flame at the local British War 
Cemetery (where those killed in 
liberating the city are buried) to take 
part in Armed Forces Day in Cardiff. 

Doug McArthur 


Local pioneers are giving an 
American sport Welsh flavour! 



Back row (left to right): Peter Butler; Ben Phillips; Lee McCabe; Jon Creighton-Griffiths; James Hayes; 
Charlie Hopkin; Martin Swift; Rhys Jones; Marc Longworth; James Malatynski; Oceanne Esparcieux; Oon 
Robbins. Eront row: Cliff Osbourne; Marcus Jenkins; James Clarke; Luke Ashton; Chris Smith; Luke 
Mainwaring; Meredith (the leuan man); Sam Clements. Photograph by Pete Elorey of MDP Images. 



A LLANTWIT 
MAJOR man is 
captaining south 
Wales’ only male 
roller derby team, 
and says the sport 
is making great 
progress now after 
three hard years 
getting it off the 
ground. 

In fact, the south 
Wales men made up a 
large part of the team 
when Wales recently 
competed at the first 
men’s Roller Derby 
World Cup, held in 
Birmingham in March 

A total of 15 teams 
competed from all over 
the world, with skaters 
coming from the USA, 
Japan, Canada, 
Argentina, Australia and 
all over Europe, with 
Wales attending as the 
smallest nation. 

Charlie Hopkin, the 
captain, a local lad from 
Llantwit Major, has 
been working to 
establish a south Wales 
team (called SWS - the 
South Wales Siliures). 

The majority of the 
squad is local, and they 
train in Cogan Leisure 
Centre. 

Charlie said: “The 
boys fought hard for 
their country to make 
their mark on the 
inaugural tournament. 
They were sixth, 
narrowly missing out on 
fifth place to Australia 
by one point in a nail 
biting finish.” 

The GEM asked if 
getting a 
quintessentially 
American sport off the 
ground in the UK was 
difficult, and Charlie 
said; “Most people pull 
a funny face and ask 
about the James Caan 
film Rollerball 
whenever the sport 
roller derby is 
mentioned. 

“Despite a continued 
growth in popularity 
throughout Wales and 
the rest of the UK, the 
sport is largely unheard 
of. 

“Eor those that have 
experienced it first hand 
though, it is obvious 
that roller derby is here 
to stay. 


“Its fast-paced and 
hard -itting nature 
draws the attention of 
most who have attended 
a game”. 

He continued: “These 
days, the sport has 
developed into a 
complicated but fun 
melee of ‘blockers’ 
(whos role is self 
explanatory) and 
‘jammers’ (the less 
obviously named point 
scorers) whizzing about 
a flat oval track 
competing to score 
points by passing 
opponents. 

“The jammers are the 
only players eligible to 
score, and they do so by 
passing opposing 
players, there is one 
jammer on track for 
each team during the 
two-minute ‘jams’. 

“The remaining four 
blockers of each team 
must try and help their 
jammer through the 
defence of the 
opposition’s pack, while 
simultaneously trying to 
block the opposing 
Jammer.” 

He continued: “This 
addictive, high octane 
sport has been 
pioneered in south 
Wales by a dedicated 
group of ladies who call 
themselves the Tiger 
Bay Brawlers. 

“During the early 
days of their rise to 
become one of the top 
seeded competing teams 
in Europe, the brawlers 
recruited and trained a 
handful of guys to help 


out refereeing their 
games. 

“After realising how 
much fun the ladies 
were having, it wasn’t 
long before there were 
talks of starting our 
very own team”. 

Charlie conceded: “It 
is a tough job trying to 
recruit guys for a roller 
derby team when 
nobody has heard of the 
sport; it is primarily 
played by women. 

“It seemed like an 
impossible task at 


times, but after three 
years (give or take) of 
perseverance, empty 
sessions, last minute 
hall bookings, chalked 
tracks and lots of sweat, 
the south Wales derby 
scene is looking strong. 

“Its first men’s roller 
derby team SWS 
(Welsh for kiss) - The 
South Wales Silures, 
now has upwards of 20 
regular members, and 
recently contributed a 
large portion of the 
Welsh team who took 


part in the inaugural 
roller derby world cup 
in Birmingham in 
March.” 

All games are 
archived online at 
www.MRDWC.com. 

For more 

information, contact the 
Siliures via their 
Facebook page, or 
come along for a chat 
at one of their training 
sessions at Cogan 
Leisure Centre every 
Sunday between 12noon 
and 2pm. 


CALLING ALL CLUB OFFICIALS! 

We welcome your news, reports and 
other items of interest - please email 
gemeditorial @ tindlenews .co.uk 
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SAVE 

£8040 £2105 

AnaiMCTMDDD** 



SAVE 

£8995 £3120 

AnAllkICTIUlDDD** 


2014 PLATE 

TOYOTA 

AYGO 

MODE town 
3 DOOR 

• £0 ROAD FUND LICENCE 

• UP TO 5 YEARS UiARRANTY* 
•UPT074.3MPG'''' 

• GROUP 1 INSURANCE 

• FREE DRIVEAU/AY INSURANCE 


13 PLATE 

TOYOTA 

YARIS 

1.0 EDITION 
5 DOOR 

•BALANCEOF 

MANUFACTURERS lUARRANTY* 
•LOUJ INSURANCE 
• UP TO 5 YEARS UJARRANTY 



11 PLATE 

TOYOTA 

AYGO 

BLUE 1.0 
5 DOOR 



63 PLATE 

TOYOTA 
i YARIS 

TR1.33 
3 DOOR 


I 


• BALANCE OF 

MANUFACTURERS lUARRANTY* 
•UPT074.3MPG'''' 

• GROUP 1 INSURANCE 

• FREE DRIVEAUiAY INSURANCE 


1262 T0Y0TAAURIS 

TR 1.6 5dr In Red 12249 Miles 


1363 TOYOTA YARIS 

TR 1.33 5dr CVTIn Black 2201 Miles 






1362 TOYOTA RAV4 

Invincible 2.0 d4d 2wd in Silvers Miles 


1262 TOYOTA AVENSIS 

T41.8 4drln Black 6660 Miles 


Cgia£20995) 


j-rtrtrtr SAVE 

£9995 £3670 

anAlMCTMDDD** 



•AIR CONDITIONING 

• ALLOY lUHEELS 

• LOlU INSURANCE 


• UP TO 5 YEARS lUARRANTY* 



1212 

TOYOTA iQ 

1.0 3 dr 

In Purple 24569 Miles 


0959 

TOYOTA AYGO 

Blue 1.0 5dr 
In Blue 19584 Miles 


1010 

VAUXHALLCORSA 

1.3 CDTi Energy 5dr 
In Black 39890 Miles 


1060 

VWFOX 

Urban 55 3dr 
In Black 32250 Miles 


mmD mmD mmD mum 

OVER 50% OF OUR STOCK ARE NON TOYOTA 


FRF Toyota Used Cars 

Tondu Road, Bridgend, 

Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

01656 646646 



Next to 
Bridgend RFC 
I Brewery Field 


tToyota Aygo Mode l.OVVTi 3dr: Cash Price £8,040.00, total deposit £449 (Customer Deposit £149 & £300 Finance Deposit Allowance paid by FRF Toyota), Balance to Finance £7,591.00, Total Charges for Credit £1,612.49 (including 
£0 Acceptance Fee and £0 Option to purchase fee on last payment). Total Amount Payable £9,652.49 41X Monthly Payments of £149.89.1 Payment of £149.00 ujith a final optional payment of £3,058.00, based on 10,000 miles per 

" "- ■ . .r, . ,r. ^ r, . .. „ „ , . ... .... . „ . may be repulred. Mlleoge permitted 

ujn are for illustration purposes only. 


1 Mileage on delivery of the goods to you. Excess Mileage Charge Rate applicable if the permitted Maximum 
'''Mileage figures quoted are based on a Extra Urban figures supplied by Manufacturers. **Savings advertised are against neui list prices. 


e per mile. *Terms & conditions apply. N 


8 8% APR 

/U REPRESENTATIVE 


uiiuui.frftoyota.co.uk 
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New Broad Street Motors n 


Now on Cardiff Rood - Tel 01446 720044 


Follow us 
on Facebook 



New Broad Street Motors 

Ty Verlon Industrial Estate, 
I^Cardiff Raad, Barry. CF63 2BE 



09 09 FORD Kruga 
TDCi Titanium 



£13995 


07 07 SUZUKI Grand I 
Vitara DDIs | 

£7995 


03 03 TOYOTA Rav 4 I 
2.0 XT4 

£5495 


06 56 MERCEDES 

A170 Avantgarde 

£3995 



06 56 VOLKSWAGEN 
GolfTDi 


£5395 



12 62 FIAT 500 
Lounge 


£8995 



11 61 RANGE ROVER Vogue 44TDV8 4-Dr Auto in Zambesi Silver with oxford leather, nav and 

TV..£44,995 

06 55 ASTON MARTIN DB-9 Volante in Sapphire Blue with Tan hide, nav .£44,995 

12 12 BMW XI sDRIVE 20d M Sport 5dr 2.0 in Jet black with 21793 miles.£20495 

Xreg 01 PORSCHE 911 in Diamond Silver .£14,995 

09 09 FORD KUGATDCi Titanium 5dr 2wd in Frozen White with 43,000 miles .£13,995 

1111 Audi A1 1.6 Diesei in Glacier White, 30,666 miles.£12,995 

12 62 HONDA CIVIC 1.8 VTec i-SE 5-dr in Championship White, 20,000 miles .£12,495 

11 61 MINI ONE Pimlico 3-dr in Lightning Blue, 20,000 miles .£11,995 

10 60 MINI COOPER 1.6 D Chilli in White Silver with Black 1/2 leather, BT, 22,000 miles £11,995 

09 59 MERCEDES Cl80 Kompresor Estate SE Biue Efficiency in Smoke Grey, 42,000 miles.. 

£-|-| 995 

11 61 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6 SRi Auto 5-dr in Olympic White, 22,000 miles .£9’995 

13 62 FORD FIESTA Zetec 1.25 3-dr in Frost White, 14,066 miles.£9,495 

12 62 FIAT 500 Lounge in Tech House Grey with 1,100 miles .£8,995 

12 12 FORD FIESTA 1.25 Zetec in Diamond White, 5,200 miles .£8,995 

08 58 VOLKSWAGEN Passat 2.0 HighlineTDi 5-Dr Estate in Reflex Silver, 62,551 miles £8,995 

13 63 HYUNDAI 120 1.2 Active 3-Dr in Coral White, 8,000 miles .£8,695 

09 09 AUDI A3 1.8T Sportback 5DT in Glass Blue, 57,100 miles.£8,650 

07 56 NISSAN 350Z 3.5 V6 300 3dr in Nogaro Red with 82,523 miles .£8,495 

10 10 FIAT 500 Diesel Edition 1.2 Petroi in Diesel Green with 39,800 miles .£8,295 

07 07 SUZUKI GRAND VITARA DDIs 1.9 Diesel 5-dr in Shadow Black, 58,000 miles . . . £7,995 

09 09 SEAT ALTEA 2.0 TDI Stylance 5-dr in Nayara Blue with only 28,450 miles .£7,895 

10 60 SEAT IBIZA 1.4 in Emocion Red with 21,389 miles.£7,295 

1111 FORD Fiesta 1.25 Zetec in Graphite Grey with 40,000 miles .£7,295 

08 08 FORD FOCUS 1.8 TDCi Titanium 5-dr in Strato Silver, 37,000 miles.£7,295 

07 07 HYUNDAI COUPE 20SIII 3Dr in Sky Blue with 30,622 miles.£6,995 

05 05 MINI COOPER S 1.6 3d in Ash Grey with 48,229 miles.£6,995 

08 08 FORD FOCUS 1.6 TD Style 90 5-dr in Tuxedo Black, 48,000 miles.£6,495 

07 57 VOLVO V50 2.0D SE 5-Dr Estate in Mystic Silver, 64,916 miles.£6,495 

10 10 SUZUKI SWIFT 1.3 DDiS SZ3 5dr in Arctic white with 43,907 miles .£6,295 

09 09 RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 16v Expression 5dr in Racing Blue with 47,904 miles . . .£5,495 

05 05 BMW 320d SE 4dr 2.0 with 102,857 miles.£5,495 

03 03 TOYOTA RAV 4 2.0 XT4 5dr Auto in Ice Silver with 45,000 miles.£5,495 

06 56 VOLKSWAGEN GOLFTDi in Reflex Silver with 85,300 miles.£5,395 

04 04 SUZUKI JIMNY 1.3 JLx Mode 3dr in Red with 28,000 miles .£4,995 

09 09 TOYOTA AYGO 1.0 VVTi Blue 3dr in Atlantic blue with 43568 miles .£4,995 

07 07 TOYOTA YARIS 1.3 VVTi Zinc 3-dr in Astral Black, 20,500 miles .£4,995 

09 59 RENAULT CLIO 1.2 16v Extreme 3dr in Silver with 31,203 miles .£4,995 

04 54 MINI ONE 1.6 3dr in Chilli Red with 42,900 miles.£4,995 

09 58 CITROEN Cl 1 .Oi Rhythm 5dr in Deep Sea Blue with 40,000 miles .£4,795 

08 08 SEAT IBIZA 1.9 TDi Sportrider 3dr in Met Zenith Grey with 64,000 miles.£4,795 

04 04 HYUNDAI TUSCON 2.0 CRTD CDX 5-dr in Shadow Black with 73,000 miles.£4,595 

07 57 FORD FOCUS 1.6 Zetec 5dr Climate Pack in Ink Blue with 66,962 miles .£4,495 

07 07 VAUXHALL ASTRA 1.6i 16v SXi Easytronic with 68,600 miles.£4,465 

07 56 FORD FIESTA 1.25 Silver 3dr in purple with 34,476 miles.£4,295 

06 56 MERCEDES A170 Avantgarde SE 3dr in Iriduium Silver, 80,000 miles.£3,995 

07 56 FORD FIESTA Zetec 5 dr Climate in Sliver with 64,762 miles.£3,995 

05 05 HONDA CIVIC in Aqua Blue, 76,850 miles.£3,595 

04 04 FORD STREETKA Luxury in Star Silver with Black leather, 43,000 miles.£2,495 

03 53 RENAULT MEGANE CABRIOLET in Starlight Silver, 48,000 miles .£1,995 




11 11 AUDI A1 
1.6 Diesel 


£12995 



10 10 FIAT 500 Diesel 
Edition 1.2 Petrol 




£8295 


08 08 SEAT Ibiza I 

1.9 TDi Sportrider 3dr | 

£4795 


05 05 MINI Cooper I 
S1.6 

£6995 


09 09 AUDI A3 1.8T 
Sportback 5DT 

£8650 


Finance available subject to status, UK residence, over 18 years of age. Written quotations available on request. Guarantees may be required. 


MOT £25. VERY COMPETITIVE RATES FOR SERVICING AND REPAIRS. SERVICE DEPT CALL 01446 729997 


Great cars and a great deal more! 


Visit our website www.nbsm.co.uk 















































































































































































www.goodyear.co.uk 

B @goodyear_uk Lf goodyear.uk 

*Terms and conditions apply, see instore for details. 


GOOD'^EAR 


c GREAT BRANDS. GREAT SAVINGS. 


celtictyres 


uk 


WWW 


CO 


c 


c 


c 


C 


BEST DEALS 
AVAILABLE 


THOUSANDS OF TYRES 
ALWAYS IN STOCK 


OUR PRICES ARE ALL 
INCLUSIVE WITH NO 
HIDDEN EXTRAS 


NITROGEN INFLATION 
AVAILABLE 
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Joseph ready to 
face off against 
‘The Warriors’! 


A local Tae Kwon 
Do champion has 
been selected for 
the TAGB (Tae 
Kwon Do 
Association of GB) 
team that will face 
‘The Warriors’ in 
an exclusive Clash 
of the Titans event. 

The competition will 
be fast and fierce as the 
two teams compete 
against each other in 
Huddersfield shortly. 
Current Taekwondo 
Open World Champion, 
Joseph Schembri of 
Vale-based JSTKD 
Martial Arts and Fitness, 
was chosen based on his 
extensive experience and 
expertise. 

He will be joined by 
fellow Welshmen Carl 
Betty who is the 
European Champion, 
World Lightweight 
Champion Matthew 
Jackson and national 
title holder John Cregg. 
The TAGB team is 
handpicked from fighters 
throughout the whole of 
Britain so their selection 
gives Wales a strong 


presence within the team 
of twelve. 

The event organisers. 
Martial Arts Illustrated, 
the UK’s top selling 
martial arts magazine, 
chooses their opponents, 
the ‘Warriors’. 

These are a select 
group of martial artists 
from around the world, 
covering many 
disciplines including 
kickboxing, karate and 
kung fu. 

The TAGB and the 
Warriors will commence 
battle this weekend in 
this no holds barred 
competition, with the 
team scoring the most 
points being victorious. 
Joseph said: “I am 
excited to be fighting in 
this prestigious event 
especially as there is a 
history of intense 
competition between the 
two teams. 

“This year’s clash 
looks set to be no 
exception to what is 
always a hard-fought 
contest”. 

Anyone wishing to try 
out this sport should 
visit jstkd.co.uk for 


details of classes 
throughout Barry and 
the Vale, with specific 
programmes available 
for ages three years 
through to adults. VW 


Joseph Schembri. 


Brynhill golf latest 

Latest Brynhill golf club competition results are 
as follows: The Barry & District News Cup, 
four-week eclectic - Winners, Ian Clemo and 
Glyn Morris, 57 (back nine, 28); runners-up - 
Julian Hopkins and Richard Pierce, 57 (back 
nine, 29). 


Public gets sporting chance! 

A TOTAL of 81 local sports £1,500 for community sport and purchase of equipment, and 
clubs and organisations (activities that encourage more coaching costs, 
were awarded "cnVc more If your club or organisation 

totalling £92,220.89 in the '’A"; standard of has a proposal for a new project 

existing activities. develop more sports 

! hi? As# /7i/i;/7r/7c -si) 

opportunities, contact Karen 

The scheme is a Sports Wales opportunities including rugby, Glamorgan 

initiative, managed locally by the archery, golf, cricket, sailing, Gouncil Sports and Play 
Vale Council’s Sports and Play rowing, gymnastics and netball. Development Manager on 01446 
Development Team. The funding was used for areas 704793, to discuss your proposal 

It ojfers start-up grants of up to such as initial venue hire, further. 


past year - thanks to the 




Full Dealer Service 
Parts & Repairs 

AR 

^ANTYt I 


3.5 Ton Towing 
Capacity 


Isuzu only produce commercial vehicles. That's why we can provide you with the pick-up you 
really need. The Isuzu D-Max is tough, hardworking, dependable and always prepared to go 
the extra mile. That's because it's built, sold and used by professionals. 

CALL IN OR CALL US TODAY QgH pgyl LCWlS LOW RffTE 

on 02920 367883 FINANCE 
or 07811 255417 AVAILABLE 


All prices plus 
VAT & Road 
Fund Licence 




TYuolc & Van 


ISUZU 

THE PICK-UP 

PROFESSIOnRI-S 


^ Whittle Road, leckwith industrial Estate, Cardiff CFll 8AT 
f§1 (off HadfiOld Hoad) www.wanstvc.co.uk • Follow US ou Facebook & iwiner 


TYRES EXHAUSTS' 
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• NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 



04 MINI Cooper (Pepper) 

In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner 
with a/c, very nice example 

£4.495 


11 



08 LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 
Diesel HSE Automatic 

In Silver with black leather, 58,000 miles, high spec 

£19.995 


58 



07 HONDA JAZZ 1.3 DSi Sport 

Electric blue, 44,000 miles 

£4.995 



58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 

5-Dr, silver, 33,000 miles, diesel 

£6.495 



60 MERCEDES B160 Sport 


£10.495 


Ran 


LAND ROVER Discovery 3 2.7 Diesel HSE, Automatic, 
7-Seater. in silver with black leather, 58,000 miles, high 

spec .£19,995 

MERCEDES B160 Sport (Blue Efficiency). In black, 

25,000 miles, on offer at.£10,495 

MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto. In silver, with leather, sat nav, 

air scarf etc, stylish convertible at .£8,995 

FORD Mondeo 1.8 TDCi Zetec 5-Dr. In silver, 31,000 

miles, usual refinements .£8,995 

KIA Venga 2 1.6 Automatic. In red, 20,000 miles, a/c, 

alloys, p/sensors.£8,695 

RENAULT Grand Scenic 1.6 Dynamique 7-seater. In ice 

blue metallic, 27,000 miles, 1 owner.£8,495 

11 VW Polo 1.2 Diesel (75) SE. In silver, 65,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£7,995 

11 FIAT 500 1.2 Pop In white, 17,000 miles, 1 owner .£7,495 
11 SEAT Ibiza Chill 1.4 5-Dr. in white, 1 owner, super looking 

car .£7,495 

10 RENAULT Scenic 1.5 DCi Privelege. In met silver, 44,000 

miles, 1 owner .£7,495 

59 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi Active -i- In black, 26,000 
miles, 1 owner, diesel, 7-seater.£7,495 

56 HONDA CR-V VTEC Executive. In black, attractive 

example of this popular model.£7,495 

61 VW Polo 1.2S (New Shape) 3-Dr. In black, 33,000 miles . 

.£6,995 

MAZDA 6 2.0 TS2 Diesel 5-Dr. In black, 44,000 miles . . 

.£6,995 

FORD S-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 82,000 

miles, very nice example at.£6,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Expression 5-Dr. In electric blue, 

32,000 miles, good looking car at.£6,795 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Edge 3-Dr. In silver, 48,000 miles, 1 

owner .£6,495 

09 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta In met blue, 34,000 miles with 
sat-nav .£6,495 

58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 33,000 

miles diesel at.£6,495 

09 FORD Focus 1.8 Zetec 5-Dr. In black, 53,000 miles, 2 

owners .£6,495 

08 MINI Cooper. In oxigen blue with white roof, 59,000 miles, 

1 owner with stop/start .£6,495 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Extreme 5-Dr. In met red, 51,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

HONDA Civic 1.4 DSi SE 5-Dr. In silver, 74,000 miles, 

superb value.£5,995 

08 SEAT Leon 1.6 Styiance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, stylish 
family hatch .£5,995 

57 TOYOTA PruisT-Sport Auto Hybrid. In black, low running 

costs.£5,995 

MINI One 1.4. In yellow, 49,000 miles, low running costs 

.£5,995 

SEAT Leon 1.9TDi Styiance 5-Dr. In black, 65,000 miles, 

a/c, alloys etc .£5,995 

HONDA Civic 1.8 Sport 5-Dr. In silver, 43,000 miles .... 

.£5,995 

LANDROVER Freeiander 2.0 Diesei Sport 5-Dr. 
Automatic in black/beige leather, 83,000 miles ... .£5,995 
KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-Dr. In black, 76,000 miles, 1 

lady owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

RENAULT Mejgane 1.6 Dynamique. New shape, 62,000 

miles, in met silver.£5,695 

VAUXHALL Vectra SRi CDTi 150 5-Door. Silver, 

tremendous value.£5,395 

PEUGEOT 207 Verve 1.4 3-Dr. In gunmetal, metalic, 

39,000 miles, alloys, a/c etc.£5,295 

KIA Rio 1.4 5-Dr. In black, 1 owner .£4,995 

59 VAUXHALL Astra 1.3 Diesei Life 5-Dr In black, 64,000 

miles .£4,995 

09 FORD KA 1.2 Styie (New Shape). In black, 46,000 miles, 

1 owner.£4,995 

09 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 Diesei DDi5 5-Dr. In met blue, 82,000 

miles.£4,995 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design Very attractive, Car£4,995 
HONDA Jazz 1.3 DSi Sport. In electric blue, 44,000 miles, 
very desirable at.£4,995 


59 


09 


57 


07 


07 


06 


55 


07 


SEAT Aitea 1.9 TDi Rference. In black, 53,000 miles, 1 

owner .£4,995 

TOYOTA Avensis 2.2 D-4D T180. In met silver, 82,000 

miles with leather, sat-nav etc.£4,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-Dr. In black, 44,000 miles 

with air con.£4,795 

HYUNDAI ilO Comfort 1.2 5-dr. In met grey, 32,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£4,695 

VW Polo S 1.4 TDi 5-Dr. In met grey, 82,000 miles, £30 
road tax . £4,695 


07 


06 


56 



03 MGTF M60' 


58 FORD FIESTA 1.2 Zetec Climate 3-Dr. In apple green Silver/black leather, 48,000 miles with hard top 


metallic.£4,495 

58 SMART Fortwo Passion MHD Auto In met blue/black two 

tone, 25,000 miles, 21,000 miles.£4,495 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi Automatic. In black, 52,000 

miles with a/c.£4,495 

04 MINI Cooper (Pepper). In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner 
with a/c, very nice example .£4,495 

55 MINI Cooper. In chilli red with black roof, alloys, c/d etc, 

superb value at.£4,295 

04 VW Beetle 1.9 Diesel. In speed blue, 53,000 miles, 

1 owner.£4,295 

09 CHEVROLET Aveo 1.2 LS 5-Dr. In silver, 24,000 miles, 

fantastic value at .£3,995 

08 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Auto 5-Dr. In met 

gold, 53,000 miles .£3,995 

07 CITROEN C4 1.6 SXi 5-Dr Auto. In ice grey, low mileage 
example at .£3,995 

56 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 Diesei (150) SRi 5-Dr. In black with 

exterior pack.£3,995 

06 VAUXHALL Astra Estate Design CDTi Popular Diesel 

Estate.£3,995 

06 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Design Automatic 5-Dr. In silver, 
32,000 miles.£3,995 

55 MERCEDES Cl 80 Kompressor SE Auto. In silver, 

fantastic value, executive saloon.£3,995 

07 CITROEN Cl Vibe 3-Dr. In red, 44,000 miles, with rear 

spoiler, low insurance.£3,695 

RENAULT Ciio 1.4 Dynamique 3-Dr. In black, 53,000 

miles.£3,695 

TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi Sport. In met grey, 69,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£3,695 

FIAT Punto Active 1.2 3-Dr. In black, 60,000 miles, low 

insurance .£3,495 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4S (90) 3-Dr. In electric blue, 63,000 
miles with a/c.£3,495 

56 PEUGEOT 407 SE HDi Sweet Auto, in grey, ideal dual 

purpose car .£3,495 

05 MAZDA 3 TS2 1.6 5-Dr. In met grey, 71,000 miles .£3,295 
07 CITROEN Cl Vibe 3-Dr. In red, 88,000 miles, 1 owner, low 

insurance .£2,995 

55 NISSAN Almera SXETD (136ps) 5-Dr H/Back. In metallic 

blue, 45,658 miles .£2,995 

05 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 3-Dr. In crystal green, 52,000 

miles, alloys, a/c.£2,995 

05 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Club Auto 5-Dr. In met blue, 65,000 

miles.£2,995 

05 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SE. In red with black leather trim, 
70,000 miles, sports coupe at .£2,995 

54 VW Polo 1.2 Twist 3-Dr. In silver, 66,000 miles, low 

insurance .£2,995 

02 TOYOTA Yaris 1.3 Automatic 5-Dr. In silver, 65,000 miles 

with a/c, s/roof etc .£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 Automatic. In met blue, 73,000 
miles, easy to get in and out.£2,695 

55 FORD Street KA 1.6 Ice. In met grey, with full leather, 

59,000 miles, convertable at .£2,495 

03 MGTF ‘160’. Silver/black leather, 48,000 miles with hard 

top.£2,495 

51 HONDA Civic 1.6 V-Tec S Automatic 3-Dr. In silver, 

53,000 miles, 1 owner.£2,495 

53 ROVER 75 1.8 SE. In met gold, 89,000 miles, nice example 
at.£1,795 


£2,495 



11 KIA Venga 2 1.6 Automatic 

In red, 20,000 miles, a/c, alloys, p/sensors 

£8,695 



04 VW Beetle 1.9 Diesel 

In speed blue, 53,000 miles, 1 owner 

£4,295 



11 FIAT 500 1.2 Pop 

In white, 17,000 miles, 1 owner 

£7,495 



11 SEAT Ibiza Chill 1.4 5-Dr. 

1 owner, super looking car 

£7,495 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warran'fy. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 

1591 MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE _ 


RBC 

WARRANTIES 
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BMW • MINI MmCEDES BENZ • SMART PORSCHE - AUDI - VW - SEAT - SKODA JAGUAR • LAND ROVER 

• NOFPFNOFNT GFCiMAN AND PFAFORMANCF SPFCtAllSTS 
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Basic Oil Change 

£65 

Front Brake Pads 

£106 

Tranamiaaion Hush 

£96 

DwAw aptefoeon Sifkicng 


AServioe 

fl46 

I BService 

£266 


SpdFG KGY ptDOwmiAg 

£45 

Diesel Remap 

£95 

Bask OH Change 

£47 

Front Brake Pads 

£50 

Ckitch 

046 

DmAbt SIpadiealian Swvioing 


Minor Service 

£95 


Spare Key m^fng^mwnng 

£45 

Diesel Remap 

£95 

Bask Oil Change 

£48 

Front Brake Pads 

£56 

Clutch 

£1T0 

Oteilv Swwciri^- 


Minor Seiwce 

£99 




froTTi £45 







BaacOilChvioB 

no I 

BadcONChaf^ 

CSS 1 

BBskOlOiangE 

Front Brake Padis 

C7S I 

Front Braks Pads 

C99 I 

Rom Brake Pads 

SofTMara Update 

C 9 b 1 

Hunfiatryfis 

CBOaach I 

Trarrambston Fkah 

OaMir SewNNig 


OMlir gptcAcMlon StMcns 


hdustry Sid SerWoe 

CBS Brake Ruid 

OS 1 

CBS Brake Fkikt 

C3S 1 

QMv SpKicitoi 

CBSOIStovice 

C96 ■ 

CBSaiSatvioe 

Clio ^ 

Minor Senn(4Ek) 


n86 


COME HND OUT WHY so MANYCUSIOMERS SAY WERE 

BETTERTHANTHE DEALER 


Huge Savings Compared to the Dealers 
Top Quality Genuine Parts 

Rtting black maricel imported pans just dcesnl work. 

VWienk comes to OuailyserMcng we're number one which is why we fit genuine parts. 

Mobill, Castrol and Fuchs Oils 

Free Courtesy Cars or CoHection/Drop Off 

Not only is use of the vehicle free; the insurance b oouered. 

Please arrarige at the time of booMng to avoid dsappolntment 

Free Diagnostic Plugin (worth £125 at a typical franchised dealer) 

As part of every service schedule v\e doi we provide a FREE code scan to assess for any fault 
codes or errors logged. This is pan of our strive for PREVENTATh^ ma'mtertance. Solve a fault 
before it develops into a major problem aiKl saw money! We haw the same dia^rastic tooling 
as a franchised deafer. 

FraO Fluid Topups in between servicee • pop in anytime 
Qualified Technicans ail Factory Trained ax Dealer 

Our iBchnicanB are trained experts, eseryone of them has come from a franchised dealer 
background and has reoeked al the training. The Best Staff • The Best Results. 

Free Velet included with all servicing 

trasarisMas ■ fast NassiicaniqpMHaktHaitaiaaBftMiMhBmaddMrtaimlarahfSadsaa. 

W M tai ad t miiaisdbbiitsi isaaaSL^s—ICnatdfWnifisIpiKaiidmi—w>sdaa<(faa<diblswirtngww( ss t an ia w iis «s 



Basic 01 Change CTO 

Front Brake Pads D35 

Cluteh £450 

Transmission Rush D15 

Software Update £95 

BIVMf Diagnostic Scan £56 



1 0MWX5 1 

MOTTest 

£25 

Basic 01 Change 

£70 

Front Brake Pads 

£140 

Transmission Flush 

016 

Software Update 

£96 

BkA/V Diagnostic Scan 

£56 





Deutsche AutoTeknik 

5 WbcxJham Road, Barry Docks CF63 4JE ' 

Service & Repairs: 08000 337 092 / 01446 327 007 
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CflRUjcinf^fin Sport 

^ Your definitive sports round-up 

Send «i yMi iiKtch reports, news and other items of interest to: n nil iMf ml il HiBiWiaawi i n 



Athletic return to 


winning ways with 
impressive victory 




BRIDGEND 
ATHLETIC 
returned to winning 
ways with an 
excellent all round 
performance to 
defeat third placed 
Cardiff 
Metropolitan by 16- 
3. 

They did this playing 
50 mi nutes with only 14 
men after prop Rhodri 
Apsee was incorrectly 
identified by the referee 
as the person responsible 
for an alleged tip tackle 
at a ruck. 

The Athletic started 
the game with a very 
high tempo and intensity 
by the forwards who 
drove with massive 
conviction at the 
students. 

The influence of 
former Cardiff and 
Bridgend forward Ian 
Greenslade who joined 
the coaching staff in 
December has had a very 
big impact. 

The Athletic front row 
of Rhodri Apsee hooker 
Simon Mustoe and man 
of the match prop Rod 
Jones completely 

dominated the set scrums 
from start to finish. 

The opening score 
came when from a ruck 
half backs Luke 
Holly man and Steven 
Lewis brought centres 
Lyndsey MaCausland 
and Aled Thomas into 


play. 

Normal scrum half 
Thomas playing his first 
game at centre broke on 
the outside and put youth 
team scrum half Jake 
Williams playing on the 
wing into space. 
Williams was halted 10 
metres from the try line. 

From the ruck hooker 
Mustoe went blind and 
fed youth team hooker 
lestyn Merryman playing 
at flanker for the senior 
side over in the comer for 
his debut first team try. 

The pack with strong 
ball carrying from locks 
Darren Deguera and 
Griff Davies and No 8 
Dan Apsee and captain 
Sean Williams kept the 
Athletic on the front foot. 

The pressure told and 
the students conceded a 
penalty kicked by outside 
half Steven Lewis. In a 
rare attack from the 
Cardiff side the Athletic 
were penalised inside 
their 22 for not rolling 
away at a ruck. Centre 
Chris Lewis reduced his 
side’s deficit to 8-3. 

Minutes later came the 
controversial incident at 
a ruck when the Athletic 
were accused of a tip 
tackle. To the 
astonishment of prop 
Apsee the referee called 
him over and showed 
him the red card when he 
was not near the incident. 

If the students thought 
that with a seven man 


pack they would have 
respite in the scmms they 
were mistaken. Prop 
Matt Muir came on and 
normal scrummaging 
dominance was resumed. 

A disappointed flanker 
lestyn Merryman, who 
had been having a good 
game, had to make way 
so the Athletic had a full 
front row compliment. 
The score remained 8-3 
at halftime. 

At the start of the 
second half the 
Metropolitan students 
started to turn the screw. 
They were awarded a 
few five metre penalties 
and attempted to use 
their numerical 

advantage in the pack to 
go for pushover scrums. 

However it was the 
students who went 
backwards. The Athletic 
were then reduced to 13 
men as lock Griff Davies 
was sent to the sin bin for 
10 minutes for an offence 
at a ruck. 

The students had a 
number of other five 
metre scrums. To 
maintain a seven to eight 
man deficit in the 
scrums, the Athletic put 
centre Lyndsey 

MaCausland into the 
pack at scrummage time 
and comfortably held out 
a much heavier pack with 
a superior scrummaging 
technique. 

The game was evened 
up a few minutes later 


when a yellow card was 
issued for another 
technical offence to the 
Student’s lock forward. 

The students were 
now trying to move the 
ball from all parts of the 
field. They had a golden 
opportunity when wing 
Jake 

Henry intercepted on 
halfway and was clean 
away before centre Aled 
Thomas showed a great 
turn of speed to catch and 
tackle him five metres 
short of the line. 

He was joined by full 
back Josh White and they 
turned over possession 
and kicked the ball up 
field to safety. 

A good run by Athletic 
wing Dan Howells took 
play into the Cardiff 22. 
The Athletic forwards 
went through the phases 
and were awarded a 
succession of penalties 
wide out in the 22. 

They went for 
pushover tries but were 
thwarted by the students 
either coming up in the 
scrums or pulling them 
down. 

To the obvious 
frustration of the Athletic 
players, coaches and 
spectators they were not 
penalised or carded for 
persistent offending. 

However, the 

Athletic’s persistence 
and patience in going 
through the phases was 
finally rewarded when 
hooker Simon Mustoe 
peeled off a driving maul 


and fed scrum half Luke 
Hollyman who dived 
over in the comer for his 
debut try for the Athletic 
1st XV. 

It was doubly 
rewarding as Hollyman 
is actually a Cardiff 
Metropolitan student 
who does not feature in 
their senior squads. 

The Metropolitan 
were now getting 
desperate to find a chink 
in the Able tic’s armour - 
but no matter what they 
tried there was always an 
Athletic player on hand 
to knock them back or 
Lewis and White driving 
them back into their 22 
with tactical kicking. 

The Athletic finished 
the game on the attack 
and from broken play 
Lewis drove the final nail 
into the student’s coffin 
with a drop goal with the 
very last kick of the 
game. 

This thoroughly 
deserved win was just the 
tonic the Athletic needed, 
as they have three games 
in 12 days to complete 
another successful 
season in the 
Championship. 

Having faced 

Newbridge last night 
(Wednesday), they then 
play Narberth on May 3 
at the South Wales Police 
Ground - before 
completing the season 
with a tasty away derby 
at Tondu on Thursday, 
May 8; kick-off is at 
7.15pm. AB 


Bridgend bridge club 


THE results for Bridgend 
Bridge Club for Wednesday^ 
April 23: 

First, Laura Woodrujf and Mike 
Close; second, John Henson and Geoff 
Tinkler; third, Geoff Barnes and Peter 
Bugden. 

Friday, April 25: First, John 
Whateley and Andy Robertshaw; 
second. Bill Turner and John 
Raymond; third, John Henson and 
Terry Dolan. 

Regular club nights take place on 
Wednesdays and Fridays at Nolton 
Church Hall at 7pm. We try to start 
play at that time so it helps if people 


arrive 10 minutes early. 

On Thursdays from 2pm to 5pm, 
also at Nolton Church Hall, there are 
gentle bridge sessions for the less 
experienced where assistance is 
readily available. 

The best placed improvers for 
Thursday April 24, were Diane 
Reynolds, Susan Hunt, Norma 
Phinnemore, Dilys Bowser and V. Irene 
Thomas. 

The cheese and wine evening in aid 
of Bridgend Samaritans, has been 
moved to May 9, to which all bridge 
players are welcome. DN 


POINTS ARE 
SHARED BY 
KENFIG HILL 




ABOVE: Gillard 
break for Kenfig Hill. 

PICTURES BY 

PETER GILLING 

KENFIG HILL had 
all the possession 
for the first 15 
minutes in this 
game with 

Carmarthen 
Athletic, with their 
speedy backs 

creating all sorts of 
problems for the 
visitors, whose 
defence was 

stretched to the 
limits. 

However they were 
the first to score when 
right winger Cameron 
Toland picked the ball up 
on his own line and raced 
up the field, almost 
reaching the Kenfig Hill 
line before he was finally 
tackled. The move 
continued and open side 
wing forward Lee Taylor 
finished off the move 
with a try, outside half 
David Evans putting the 
conversion over. 

Kenfig Hill continued 
to have the better of the 
play and full back Aaron 
Grabham caught a high 
ball and left the Athletic 
defence floundering with 
his sheer speed; he drew 
the opposing full back 
and passed to left winger 
Ben Clarke who went in 
close to the posts, outside 
half Lloyd Giles 
converting. 

Kenfig Hill were 
denied a certain try under 
the posts when an 
Athletic player 

deliberately knocked the 
ball on; the offending 
player received a yellow 
card and Giles put over 
the resulting penalty. 
This was the final 
scoring action of the half. 

In the second half, a 
dazzling run by Aaron 
Grabham saw him 
brought down close to 
the line; some desperate 
defensive work kept the 
Mules out and they 


managed to clear the ball 
up field. 

Outside half Lloyd 
Giles picked the ball up 
from a scrum in the 
Kenfig Hill half and 
made a break, completely 
wrongfooting the 

Athletic defence; he was 
caught on the 25 but 
chipped the ball ahead 
and right winger Chris 
Jenkins raced through to 
touch down. 

The Athletic then 
scored a penalty through 
Evans. 

The weather changed 
and it started to rain 
heavily and with the 
athletic playing a tight 
forward Kenfig Hill saw 
little of the ball but 
defended well but their 
defence was penetrated 
when the Athletic 
number eight Gareth 
Bennett picked the ball 
up from the base of a five 
yard scrum and forced 


his way over. 

The rest of the game 
was a forward slog with 
the Athletic camped on 
the Mules line, but the 
rock-like Kenfig Hill 
held firm; there was a 
series of five-yard 
scrums, in which the 
Mules forwards easily 
contained the opposition. 

Final score: Kenfig 
Hill 15, Carmarthen 
Athletic 15. 

Eor Kenfig Hill Aaron 
Grabham gave a man of 
the match performance. 
The front row of 
Matthew Davies, Karl 
Davies and Lewis David 
played well and number 
eight Steve Gillard was 
in the thick of the action 
all game. 

Wings Chris Jenkins 
and Ben Clarke also 
stood out. 

Kenfig Hill’s final 
game is Tougher away 
this Saturday. GOS 













































